PROGRESS! FREE THOUGHT! UNTRAMMELED LIVES! 


BREAKING THE WAY FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS. 


Vol. VIIL—No- 10:—Whole No. 192. 


NEW YORK, 


AUGUST 8, 1874. PRICE TEN CENTS. 


LOANERS’ BANK 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
(ORGANIZED UNDER STATE CHARTER,) 
Continental Life Building, 

22 Nassau STREET, New York. 


$500,000 
1,000,000 
This Bank negotiates LOANS, makes COLLEC- 


TIONS, advances on SECURITIES and receives DE- 
POSITS. i 


Accounts of Bankers, Manufacturers and Merchants 
will receive special attention. 
Ss" FIVE PER CENT. INTEREST paid on CUR 


RENT BALANCES and liberal facilities offered to our 
CUSTOMERS. 


DORR RUSSELL, President. 
A. F. Witmartu, Vice-President. 


JOHN J. CISCO & SON, 


Bankers, 
No. 59 Wall St., New York. 


Gold and Currency received on deposit snbject to 
eheck at sight. 

Tnterest allowed on Currency Accounts at the rate 
of Four per Cent. per annum, credited at the end of 
each month. 

ALL CHECKS DRAWN ON US PASS THROUGH 
THE CLEARING-HOUSE, AND ARE RECEIVED 
ON DEPOSIT BY ALL THE CITY BANKS. 

Certificates of Deposit issued, payable on demand, 
bearing Four per Cent interest. 

Loans negotiated. 

Orders promptly executed for the Purchase and 
Sale of Governments, Gold, Stocks and Bonds on 
commission. 

Collections made on all parts of the United States 
and Canadas. 


The Most . Dangerous Man 
in America! . 


The Independent Tract Society solicit orders forthe 
above startling Tract—a real bombshell, at the rate of 
5 cents per hundred, or 50 cents per half hundred. 
Working-men and women, send for it! Let a million 
copies be sown! 

INDEPENDENT TRACT SOCIETY, Clinton, Mass., 
or Rochester, N. Y. 

NOTICE.—Owing to our hooks haying been lost 
through the rascality of enemies, we are compelled to 
ask members to send names and P. O. addresses again. 
Let no one write desiring reply without inclosing 
stamps for postage. 

Send stamp for catalogue, circulars, etc. 

F. FLETCHER, 
CLINTON, MASS, 


D W HULL 


Has rearranged the notes for a Series of Twelve Lec- 
tures on Spiritualism, the evidences being drawn 
from the Bible. He shows that the church, the 
gospel and Christianity were founded not on morals, 
ethics or dogmas, but the intercourse of spiritual 
beings with the inhabitants of the earth. The whole 
field of Bible evidences is thoroughly canvassed in 
these lectures. The following are the subjects of the 
Lectures: 


1. Spiritualism and Infidelity. 

2. Spiritualism a Test of Christianity. 

8. Trial of the Spirits 

4. Spiritualism of the Church (Ancient and Modern). 
5. Angel Ministry. 


6. What Good will Spiritualism do? 

7. The Resurrection of Jesus--only a Spiritual Re- 
surrection. 

8. The Temple of Spiritualism. 

9. Tuletary Deities (Human Spirits, Jehovah one of 
them, Dark Circles in Bible Times). 

10. Progression in Religion, 

11. Biblical Objections. 

12. The Devil. 

Will give the entire Course or as many as desired, or 
speak on any subject acsired by the audience. A 
discussion wished in every community. Will not be 
restricted in what he says. Satisfaction warranted. 


Address D. W. HULL, 148 West Washington street, 
Chicago, Ill,; or 871 Washington st., Boston, Mass. 


THE 
Western Rural, 


AGRICULTURAL & FAMILY WEEKLY 
JOURNAL OF THE WEST. 
H. N. F. LEWIS, Editor and Proprietor, 


WITH AN 
Able and Practical Editorial Staff, 


AND AN 
EFFICIENT CORPS OF SPECIAL AND VOLUN- 
TARY CONTRIBUTORS. 
“TERMS: 
$2.50 per Year; $2 in Clubs of Four or More. : 


SPLENDID INDUCEMENTS TO AGENTS. 


A PLUCKY PUBLISHER. 
[From the Chicago Daily Sun, Nov. 30, 1871.) 


“ One of the most remarkable examples of Chicago 
pluck and energy is given by Mr. H. N. F.. Lewis, pro- 
prietor of the Weslern Rural, one of the ablest and 
most widely circulated agricultural journals in the 
country. Mr. Lewis lost by the fire one of the most 
complete and valuable printing and publishing estab- 
lishments in the West, and also his residence and 
household goods. Yet he comes to the surface again 
with unabated ardor, re-establishes himself at No. 407 
West Madison street, where he has gathered new ma- 
terial for his business, and from which point he has 
already issued the first number (since the fire) of the 
Western Rural, the same size and in the same form as 
previous to the fiery storm. Nobody would imagine, 
on glancing at the neat, artistic head and well-filled 
pages of the Rural that anything uncomfortably warm 
or specially disastrous had ever happened to it. Suc- 
cess to Lewis and his excellent Rural. Chicago ought 
to feel proud of it.” 


The Largest and Handsomest Paper for 
Young People.” 


THE 


Young Folks’ Rural, 


A RURAL AND LITERARY MONTHLY JOURNAL 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE OF COUNTRY AND CITY. 


TERMS: 
$1.50 per Year; $1 in Clubs of Four or More. 


A PAIR OF BEAUTIFUL BERLIN CHROMOS, MOUNTED 

AND YARNISHED, SENT POSTPAID AS .A GIFT TO 

5 EVERY YEARLY SUBSCRIBER. 

The Young Folks’ Ruralis a novelty among publi- 
cations for Young People—entirely a “new idea,” and 
different from any other in style and character. Six- 


teen pages and sixty-four columns—the largest news- y 
paper in Chicago / 


WHAT “THEY SAY.” 


[From the Chicago Hvening Post.) 


“H. N. F. Lewis, Esq., the well-known publisher of 
that admirable weekly, the Western Rural, is publish- 
ing a monthly rural and literary journal, under the title 
of the Young Folks’ Rural. * x * Mr. Lewie 
is just the man to make it a ‘big thing. °” 


[Erom the Letter of @ Western Mother.) 


“The Young Folks’ Rural is just what ou: dear 
children need. Altogether it is a noble enterprise, and 
will do an untold amount of good. It is the ‘ parents’ 
assistant,’ and all thinking parents will join me in 
thanking you.” | 


[From a School Teacher.] 


“Iam a teacher, and take the paper for the benefit 
and amusement of my pupils. Eyes are brighter and 
lessons better learned when the Young Folks’ Rural 
makes its appearance. 


SPECIMEN NUMBERS SENT FREE. 


Address, H. N. F. LEWIS, Publisher, 
Chicago, I. 
Both Western Rural and Young Folks’ Rural turnished 


for Ore Year for $3.00, : 


THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS LITERARY, HOUSE- 


= i 

Ladies’ Own Magazine. RAILROAD IRON, 

HOLD AND FASHIONABLE MAGAZINE IN F OR SALE 
TE BY S. W. HOPKINS & (OQ, 


THE ABLEST, BEST AND MOST POPULAR IN 
AMERICA. 


CHARMING STORIES, INSTRUCTIVE ESSAYS, 
BEAUTIFUL POEMS, 


Live Editorials, Superb Engravings. 


OVER TWENTY “ABLE WRITERS EN- T O L E D O, P E O R l A 


GAGED UPON IT. 


Only $2.00 a Year, or Twenty Cents a Copy, 
AND A i 


SUPERB ORIGINAL OIL. CHROMO, WORTH $5, 
FREE. 
SUBSCRIBE AND MAKE UP A CLUB, AND 
SECURE A HANDSOME PREMIUM. 


We will send the Lapres’ Own three months on 
trial for 50 cents, and allow that to count as the sub- 
scription if you renew for the balance of the year. A 
new yolume begins July 1. 


LADIES’ OWN MAGAZINE, 
44% Broome st., N. Y. 


Mutual. Banking: 


Showing how Interest on Money can be abolished by 


71 BROADWAY. 


AND 


»x»WARSAW RAILWAY, 


SECOND MORTGAGE CON- 


VERTIBLE 7 PER 


CENT. CURRENCY BONDS. 


Free Competition. 
By Wm. B. GREENE. 
Sixth thousand. Price 25 cents. 


Yours or Mine: 


An Essay to show the TRUE BASIS OF PROPERTY 
and The Causes of its Unequal Distribution. 


INTEREST WARRANTS PAYABLE 


OCTOBER AND APRIL, 


PRINCIPAL 1886. 


By E. H. Heywoop. 


We offer for sale $100,000 of the above bonds ia- 
Twentieth thousand. Price 15 cents. 


block. By act of reorganization of the Company these 


ALSO, BY THE SAME, of the Company, which amounts to only 17,000 sha:es 


and into the Consolidated Bends (recently negotiated 


m | at Amsterdam) of six milous of dollars, which cover 
ar as m | the entire line of 280 mites of completed road, to 

: ling sti 
Showing that Financial Monopolies hinder Enterprise goter wiin, all thevolngistock: and real pronarty: to 
and defraud both Labor and Capital; that Panics and | the value of more than ten millions of dollars. ‘the 
Business Revulsions will be effectively prevented only 


through 


FREE MONEY, 


Fifth thousand. Price 15 cents. 3 : 
ž all the bonded indebtedness and dividend on the pre 


road crosses the entire State of Illinois amd connects 
with the mammoth iron bridges spanning the Missie 
sippi at Keokuk and Burlington. The income of tho 


road for the year will net sufficient to pay interest on 


- ferred shares. 
All the above sold wholesale and retail by 


the ; Foi terms apply to 
Co-Operative Publishing Co., 
PRINCETON, MASS. 


CLARK, DODGE & UO., 


Comer Wall and Willam Strests- 


ben¢s are convertible into the First Preferred Shares ~ 
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THE WONDERFUL HEALER 
AND CLAIRVOYANT, 


Mrs. C. M. Morrison, 


TWENIY YEARS PRACTICE. 


DR. PERKINS 
Can be consulted as usual at his office, 
No. 9 FIFTH STREET (South Side), 
OPPOSITE PUBLIC SQUARE, 
KANSAS CITY, MO., 


Or by mail, box 1,227, on the various symptoms of Pri- 
vate Diseases. The afflicted will take notice that I am 
the only man on the American continent that can cure 


Diagnosing Disease by Lock of Hair, 
$1. (Give Age and Sex.) 

Address OSWEGO, Oswego Co., N. Y., 
P.O. Box 1,322. 


-by self abuse or disease. I challenge the combined 
medical faculty to refute the above statement by suc- 
cessful competition. The symptoms of disease pro- 


sexual indulgence, or by self abuse are as follows: 


EDIUMSHIP, CLAIRVOYANCE, MATERIAL 
IZATION, CABINET MARVELS!—The whole 
startling phenomena taught for 60 Cents, in the grand 
Book called “ NEW MOLA.” Third Thousand Ready. 
Nearly every one can master the mystery easily. Sent 
post,paid.for.60.Cents. Address CORSON; Publishing 
Agent, 125 VANCE STREET, Toledo, Ohio. 


back, weakness of limbs, chronic costiveness of the 
bowels, confused vision, blunted intellect, loss of con- 
fidence in approaching strangers, great nervousness, 
fetid breath, consumption, parched tongue and fre- 
quently insanity and.death, uniess combated by scien- 
tific medical aid. Reader, remember Dr. Perkins is 


-THE PROGRESSIVE COMMUNITY, 
Ceédarvale, Howard Co., Kansas, ~~ 


Desire correspondence with persons wishing for a 
Community home. 


street, S. S., opposite the public. square, Kansas City 
Mo., and I have the largest-medical-rooms in the city. 
Call and see me; a friendly chat costs you nothing, 


you of Spermatorrhea, Loss of Manhood, etc., caused. 


duced by nightly seminal emissions or by excessive | 


Loss of memory, sallow countenance, pains in the 


the only man that will guarantee to cure you or refund. 


the fee if a cure is not permanently made. Also re-: 
+ member that Fam permanently losated at No. 9 Fifth | 


Address (inclosing stamp) 
J. Q. TRUMAN, Secretary. 


Recent Radical Reading. 


The Essence of Religion. 
GOD THE IMAGE OF MAN. 


Man’s Dependence upon ‘Nature the last. and only 
source of Religion. 
: Translated from the German of Ludwig Feuerbach, 
by Prof. A. Loos. 12mo. cloth, $1; paper, 60 cents. 


Materialism; 


Its Ancient History, its Recent Development, its Prac- 
tical Beneficence. 


E Dr. L. Buechner, author of ‘‘ Force and Matter,” 
“ Man in Nature,” etc., etc. Translated from the au- 
thor’s manuscript by Professor A. Loos. 25 cents. 


The Childhood of the World ; 


A Simple Account of Man in Early Times. 


By Edward Clodd, F. R. A. S. 12mo. Paper, 50 
cents. Cloth, 75 cents. 


Lecture on Buddhist Nihilism. 


By Prof. Max Mueller. Translated from the German. 
A brilliant defense of Buddha. Price 10 cents. 


The Truth About Love; 


A Proposed Sexual Morality, based upon the Doc- 
trine of Evolution, and Recent Discoveries in Med- 
ical Science. Price $1.50. 


Any of the above books sent free by mail upon re- 
ceipt of price. 
Address, 


ASA K. BUTTS & CO., 
36 Dey Street, 
New York. 


HARMONTAL HOME, 


1,204 CALLOWHILL ST., 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Where the WEEKLY and other reform papers are kept 
for sale, and subscriptions received therefor. Where 
a register is kept of all who desire to form Communi- 
ties or Unitary Homes, and the location they desire 
and what they can do financially or otherwise to start 
one. 

Address as above, 


G. D. HENCE. 


DENTAL NOTICE. 
DR. AMMI BROWN, 


; HAS REMOVED TO 
125 West Forty-second St., 


Between Broadway and Sixth Avenue, 
NEW YORK. 


‘and allis strictly confidential. Post box, 1,227. 
5 Dr. PERKINS, 
Kansas City. Mo. 


JUST OUT. E: 


By WINWOOD READE. 
Full i2mo. Cloth. 545 pp. Price, post paid, $3. 


“Tt is a splendid book. You may depend upon it.) 
—Chas. Bradlaugh to the Publisher 
[From the “Daily Graphic.] 


and force.” 


charm.” 


MASCULINE CROSS 


ANCIENT. SEX WORSHIP, 


By SHA ROCCO. 

A curious and remarkable work, containing the 
traces of ancient myths in the current religions of to- 
day. 

70 pp. 26 illustrations, 12mo. Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 
$1. 

It contains an original chapter on the Phalli of Cali- 
fornia, which will be new even to scholars. It is full 
of the deepest research and soundest scholarship. 


The Question of Hell; 
An Essay in New Orthodoxy. 


* By A. PURITAN. 
Cloth, 12mo. Price 5 cents. 
The ablest treatise on this burning theme which has 


been published yet. 


Published and for sale by 


Asa K. Butts & Co., 


36 Dey street, New York. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF MAN: 


“ Those who wish to learn the tendencies of mod- 
ern thought and to look at past history from the stand- 
point of one who accepts the doctrine of evolution in 
its entirety, would do well to read this remarkable 
book, All theradicalisms of the times, in philosophy 
and religion, are restated here with remarkable vigor 


The Hartford “Evening Post”. says, “ That its 
brilliant rhetoric and its very audacity give it a fatal 


“WOIPIGO Poop 

*Burdayo JO syste 
smorssrmsavry, Areyperopy 
uonstndog jo Axoomy, L 


e ae 
eee 
Ha taga 
22°33 
BEERS 3 
rsr h 
BH Bob ® 
Be og? 
iva 
2 Rie oS: 
ge E 
a p 
g 
ae 
oA. 
ne 
O. 
È? 
© 
B 
kj 
& 
a 
p 
© 
z 
È 
© 
t 
FERRE 
Bo on 2S 
Bee gaa s 
SERB S 
PRPS EER 
eb, ® Few 
Bo 2 oS 
Feesakses 
Seppo’ 2 
Saip 
E 
g- 


HEALTH! ECONOMY ! 
DECENCY. 
The Cheapest and Best. 
AN EARTH CLOSET FOR $9. 


IS A DISINFECTANT, A DEODORIZER, AND 
HAS NO MACHINERY. 


Is THE CHEAPEST BY HALF. 
PHYSICIANS PRAISE IT ! 


IT! INVALIDS, WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
REJOICE IN IT. 


“J think that America will be worth twenty per 
cent. more one hundred years hence than it would 
haye been without the earth-closet.”-—-Horacz 
GREELEY. 


The germs of Smallpox, Scarlet Fever, Cholera and 
other contagious diseases are disseminated through 
the effluyia of human excreta, and especially by 
privies, water-closets and sewers. 

Thousands of Wells are poisoned by connection 
with privies. 

Sewer gas in cities presses up past the “traps,” 
which are only water-pockets through which gas 
rises as through the air. These gases gather most at 
the highest points of sewerage. Hence, besides 


and “ Fifth Avenue Fever.” 

Piles, suppressed menses, puerperal fever after 
accouchment, and Broken Breasts are common effects 
of privy drafts and exposure; also deadly relapses 
after various maladies, 
~ Twenty thousand Earth Closets are used in England. 
Public institutions and whole towns there are adopt- 
ing the system. 

In India all the Prisons, Barracks and Hospitals of 
the Bombay, Madras and Bengal Presidencies haye 
adopted the system. i 

In America several thousand Earth Closets are in 
use, and they are recemmended by all the Boards of 
Health and distinguished Physicians, 

The SANITARIAN supersedes Water-Closets and 
Privies; obviates exposure in stormy weather; pre- 
vents foul air in sick rooms; produces $10 yearly for 
each user; stops the spread of cholera; promotss re- 
finement; prevents typhoids; looks like a hardsome 
slop jar; removes most of the causes of diptheria, 
Diarrhea, Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, Piles, etc.: 
enables hotels to have “an Earth Closet in every 
room;” gives the poor a priceless boon; gives the 
rich exemption from ‘Fifth Avenue Fever;” pre- 
vents the poisoning of Wells and Water Courses; 
furnishes the best Fertilizer; stops the destruction of 
soils—earth robbing. 

Send fora Pamphlet. - PRICE, $5. BOX, 15c. 

Sent.by express to. any part of the country. 

General Agent for the United States, 


D. M. BENNETT, 
335 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


The Sanitarian Earth Gloset 


NURSES DEMAND 


“Tenement House Rot,” we hear of ‘‘ Murray Hill” ^ 


Publications ef Walt Whitman, the 
Greatest of Poets. 


ames OF GRASS. New Edition. 504pp. Bound, 


AS A STRONG BIRD ON PINIONS FREE. 
out. 75 cents. 


DEMOCRATIC VISTAS. 
T5 cents. 
Also a few copies of John Burroughs’ NOTES ON 
WALT WHITMAN AS POET AND PERSON, $1. 
Address A.K. BUTTS & CO., 
386 Dey st., New York. 


AGENTS WANTED 


For gut Radical and Reform Publications. Great in- 
ducements. Catalogues sent on application, with 
stamp to pay postage. 


Just 


Political Essay. Price, 


ASA K. BUTTS & CO., 
36 Dey st., New York. 


THE 
“Victor” S. H: 


NEW SEWING MACHINE 


C0.’8 


S6 


Runs very Easy. 
Runs very Fast, 
Ruas very Still. 
HAS A NEW SHUTTLE SUPERIOR 10 
ALL OTHERS. 


Defies Competition. 


GREAT IMPROVEMENTS IN 
NEEDLE, 
Cannot be Set Wrong. 
AGENTS WANTED, 


Address The “ VICTOR ” S. M. CO., 
862 Broadway, N. Y. 


Clairvoyant Medical Practice 


REMOV AL. 
Dr. Storer’s Office, 


(Formeriy at 137 Harrison Ave.), 
Is now in the beautiful and commodious 
Banner of Light Building, 
Rooms Nos, 6 & 7, 


No. 9 MONTGOMERY PLACE, 
BOSTON. 


Patients will find this a central location, easy of ac 
cess by horse-cars, either on Tremont or Washington 
streets, 


MRS. MAGGIE A. FOLSOM. 

This widely known Spiritual Clairvoyant examines 
patients from nine o’clock a. m., to five o’clock p. m., 
daily. 

DR. STORER will personally attend patients, and 
whatever spiritual insight and practical judgment and 
experience can accomplish will be employed as here- 
tofore in curing the sick. 

Patients i: the country, and all persons ordering 
Dr. STORER’S NEW VITAL REMEDIES for Chronic 
and NeryousD:seases. will addı cs» 


Dr, ta Storer, 


No. 9 Montgomery Place, Boston. 
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WOODHULL & CLAFLIN’S WEEKEY, 8 


The Books and Speeches of Victoria C. Woodhull and 
Tennie ©. Claflin. will hereafter be furnished, postage paid, 
at the following liberal prices: 

The Principles' of Government, by Victoria ©. Wood- 


EA Ea a ROEA is A E E N E SE $3 00 
Constitutional Equality, by Tennie ©. Claflin........ 2.00 
The Principles of Social Freedom..............220+ 25 
Reformation or Revolution, Which ?..............-- 25 
The Elixir of Life; or, Why do we Die?......... 25 
The:Scare-Crows of Sexual. 'Slavery.............0-5 25 
Tried as by Fire; or the True and the False Socially, 20 
Ethics of Sexual Hqualitys esas iai i cee a ee 25 


Photographs of V. C. Woodhull, Tennie C. Claflin and 

Col. Blood, 50c. each, or three for 

Three of any of the Speeches 50c., or seven for.... 1 00 

One copy each, of Books, Speeches and Photographsfor 6 00 
A liberal discount to those who buy to sell again. 


THE GREAT SOCIAL EARTHQUAKE. 
Vv. Cc. W. 3 

It is now twenty months since the first distinct shock of 
the most remarkable social convulsion that ever occurred 
reverberated throughout this country, its echoes reaching to 
the furthermost parts of the earth. There can scarcely be a per- 
son of common intelligence in the world who has not heard 
something about this modern social eruptionwhich is destined 
to mark an era in social evolution as distinctly as its counter- 
part was marked in the material universe, ages ago, when 
the earth assumed its present physical conformation. It is 
in this light that this matter is already regarded by the ad- 
vanced minds of the world, who recognize a similar line of 
evolution in all the departments of nature, and so it will 
come eventually to be regarded by the public generally. It 
is by no means an incident in the lives of the several persons 
who are made the heroes and heroines for its production, 
upon whom either the odium or the honor, as it is gen- 
erally regarded, ought to fall. It, is because I class myself 
among those chosen to enact and precipitate the really ter- 
rible convulsion that I have not felt called upon to defend 
myself in any manner against any of the various charges 
that have emanated from. both friends and foes during this 
score of months of waiting and anxiety for the final denou- 
ment. It was well known that it must ultimately come, so 
that the original purposes of the movement. might be 
reached: It was not a matter that could be suppressed or 
stopped or bought off, and anybody who has entertained 
any idea it could. be so managed, or that they who were 
chosen to apply the match to the fuse leading to the explo- 
sion could degrade this momentous issue to the level of bar- 
gain and-sale, have not yet risen into the realm where prin- 
ciples have superseded. policies. 

Nor have I felt called upon to attempt to defend myself 
against the various motives that: have been assigned me by 
those who had neither a reason nor aright to know anything 
about my motives, but have relied upon the results that I 
felt sure would be accomplished to sustain whatever part I 
have been called to perform in this now historical event. 
Beside, if those ;who h ad or desired to have any confidence 
in my words or acts had referred to the original article, they 
would there have found a distinct enunciation of motives, 
as was my conviction of the meaning of all that has oc- 
curred. I there said, I propose, as the commencement of a 
moral warfare on the social question, to ventilate the most 
stupendous scandal that ever existed in any community. I 
intend that.it shall burst:like a bombshell into the ranks of 
the moralistic social camp. The age is pregnant with great 
events, and this may be the very one which shall be the 
crack of doom to the old and worn out, and false and 
hypocritical social institutions. I believe a wise providence, 


or, as I term it, and believe it to be, the conscious and well- | 


calculated interference of the spirit world, has forecast and 
prepared these very events asa part of the drama of this 
great social revolution. Of all centres of influence on the 
great broad planet, the destiny that shapes our ends, bent 
on breaking up an old and ushering in a new civilization, 
could have found no such spot for its vantage ground as 
Plymouth Church, no such man for the hero of the plot as 
its reverend pastor, and, it may be, no such heroine as the 
gentle, cultured and perhaps hereafter to be sainted wife of 
Plymouth Church’s most distinguished layman. ` 

I take the step deliberately as an agitator and social revo- 
lutionist which is my profession; I commit no breach of 
confidence, as-no confidence has been made to me, except as 
I have compelled them with a free knowledge that I was en- 
deavoring to induce or to force the parties to come to the 
front along with mein the announcement and advocacy of 
the principles of the social revolution, Messrs. Beecher, and 
Tilton, and other half-way reformers, sare to me -like the 
border states in the great rebellion. ; 

They are liable to fall with the weight of their influence 
on either side of the contest, and I hold it to be legitimate 


generalship to compel them to declare on the side of truth 
and progress. 

My position is justly analagous with that of warfare. The 
public, Mr. Beecher included, would gladly crush me if they 
could—will do so if they can—to preyent me from forcing 
on them considerations of the utmost importance. My 
mission is, on the other hand, to utter the unpopular truth, 
and make it efficient by whatsoever legitimate means; and 
means are legitimate as a war measure, which would be 
highly reprehensible in a state of peace. I believe, as the 
law of peace, în the right of privacy, in the sanctity of indi- 
vidual relations. It is nobody’s business but their own, in 
the absolute view, what Mr. Beecher and Mrs. Tilton have 
done, or may choose at any time to do, as between them- 
selves. And the world needs, too, to be taught just that les- 
son. I am the champion of that very right of privacy and 
of individual sovereignty. But, that is only one side of the 
case. Ineed, and the world needs, Mr. Beecher’s powerful 
championship of this very right. The world ‘is on the very 
crisis of its final fight for liberty. The victory may fall on 
the wrong side, and his own liberty and mine, and the 
world’s, be again crushed out, or repressed for another 
century for the want of fidelity in him to the new truth. It 
is not, therefore, Mr. Beecher as the individual that I pur- 
sue, but Mr. Beecher as the representative man; Mr. Beech- 
er as a power in the world; and Mr. Beecher as my auxiliary 
in a great war for freedom, or Mr. Beecher as a violent 
enemy and powerful hindrance to all that I am bent on ac- 
complishing. 

To Mr. Beecher and Mrs. Tilton as individuals, I tender, 
therefore, my humble apology, meaning and deeply feeling 
what I say, for this or any interference on my part, with 
their private conduct. I hold that Mr. Tilton himself, that 
Mrs. Beecher herself, have no-more right to inquire, or to 
know or to spy over, with a view to knowing, what has 
transpired between Mr. Beecher and Mrs. Tilton than they 
have to know what I ate for breakfast, or where I shall 
spend my next evening; and that Mr. Beecher’s congrega- 
tion and the public at large have just as little right to know 
or inguire. I hold that the so-called morality of society is a 
complicated mass of sheer impertinence and a scandal on 
the civilization of this advanced century, that the system of 
social espionage under which we live is damnable, and that 
the very first axiom of a true morality, is for the people to 
mind their own business, and learn to respect, religiously, the 
sociai freedom and the sacred’ social privacy of all others; 
but it was the paradox of Christ, that as the Prince of Peace, 
he still brought on earth, not peace but a sword. It is a para- 
dox of life that, in order to have peace, we must first have 
war; and it is the paradox of my position that, believing in 
the right of privacy and in the perfect right of Mr. Beecher 
socially, morally and divinely to have sought the embraces 
of Mrs. Tilton, or of any other woman or women whom he 
loved and who loved him, and being a promulgator and a 
public champion of those very rights, I still invade the most 
secret and sacred affairs of his life, and drag them to the light 
and expose him to the opprobrium and vilification of the 
public. I do again, and with deep sincerity, ask his forgive- 
ness. But the case is exceptional, and what I do I do for a 
great purpose. The social world is in the very agony of its 
new birth, or, to resume the warlike simile, the leaders of 
progress are in the very act of storming the last fortress of 
bigotry and error. 
the gap. I have the power, I think, to compel Mr. Beecher 
to go forward and to do the duty for humanity from which 
he shrinks; and I should, myself, be false to the truth if I 
were to shrink from compelling him. Whether he sinks or 
swims in the fiery trial, the agitation by which truth is 
evolved will have been promoted. And I believe that he will 
not.only survive, but that when forced to the encounter he 
will rise to the full height of the great enterprise, and will 
astound and convince the world of the new gospel of free- 
dom, by the depth of his experiences and the force of his 
argument. 3 

The convictions which forced me to the use of these 
methods were also stated as follows: 

I have strong convictions to the effect that the marriage 
institution as a bond or promise to love another to the end of 
life, and forego ail other loves or passional gratifications, has 
outlived its day of usefulness; that the most intelligent and 
really virtuous of our citizens, especially in the large cities 
of Christendom, have outgrown it; are constantly and sys- 
tematically unfaithful to it; despise and revolt ‘against it, 
as a slavery, in their hearts; and only submit to the sem- 
blance of fidelity to it from the dread of a sham public 
opinion, based on the ideas of the past, and which no longer 
really represent the convictions of any body. The doc- 
trines of scientific socialism have profoundly penetrated and 
permeated public opinion. No thought has so rapidly and 
completely carried the convictions of the thinking portions 
of the community as stirpiculture. The absurdity 1s-too 
palpable, when it is pointed out that we give a hundred 
times more attention to the laws of breeding as applied to 
horses-and cattle and pigs, and even to our bain-yard fowls, 
than we do to the same laws as applied to human beings. It 
is equally obvious, on a little reflection, that stirpiculture or 
the scientific propagation and cultivation of the human ani- 
mal, demands free love or freedom of the varied unions of 
the sexes under the dictates of the highest and best knowl- 
edge on the subject, as an essential and precedent condition. 


These considerations are too palpable’ to be ignored, and 


they look to the complete and early supercedure of the-o.d 


Somebody must be hurled forward into | 


and.traditional institution of- marriage, by the substitution 
ofssome better system for the maintenance of women as 
mothers, and of children as progeny. All intelligent people 
know these facts and look for the coming of some wiser and 
better system of social life. The supercedure of marriage 
in the-near future, by some kind of socialistic arrangement, 
is as much a foregone conclusion with all the best thinkers of 
to-day as was the approaching dissolution of slavery no more 
than five or ten years before its actual abolition in the late 
war. 

But, in the meantime, men and women tremble on the 
brink of the revolution and, hesitate to avow their convic- 
tions, while yet partly aware of their rights, and urged by 
the legitimate impuises of nature, they act upon the new 
doctrines while they profess obedience to the old. In this 
manner an organized hypocrisy has become the tone of our 
modern seciety. Poltroony, cowardice and deception rule 
the.hour. The continuance, for generations, of such utter 
falsity, touching one of the most sacred interests of humanity, 
will almost er-dicate the sense of honesty from the human 
soul. Every consideration of sound expediency demands 
that these days be shortened; that somebody lead the van in 
announcement of the higher order of life. 


Impelled by such views, T entered the combat with old 
errors, as I believe them to be, and brought forward, in ad- 
dition to the wise and powerful words which others have 
uttered on the subject, the arguments which my own inspira- 
tion and reflections suggested. No sooner had I done so 
than the howl of persecution sounded in my ears. Instead 
of replying to my arguments, I was assaulted with shameful 
abuse. I was young and inexperienced in the business of 
reform, and astounded to find what, as I have since learned 
from the veterans in the cause, is the usual fact, that the 
most persistent and slanderous and foul-mouthed accusa- 
tions came from precisely those who, as I often happened 


to know, stood nearest to me in their convictions, and whose 
lives, privately, were a protest against the very repression 
which I denounce. It was a paradox which I could not 
understand, that Iwas denounced as utterly bad for affirm- 
ing the right of others to do as they did; denounced. by the 
very persons whom my doctrines alone could justify, and 
who claimed, at the same time, to be conscientious and good 


men. My position led, nevertheless, to continuous confi- 
dencés relating to people’s own opinions and lives and the 
opinions and lives of others. My mind became charged 
with a whole literature of astonishing disclosures. The 


lives of almost the whole army of spiritualistic and social re- 
formers of all the schools were laid open before me. But 
the matter did not stop there. I found that, to a great ex- 
tent, the social revolution was as far advanced among lead- 
ing lights of ‘the business and wealthy circles, and of the 


various professions, not excluding the clergy and the 
churches, as among technical reformers. 

Tt was, nevertheless, from these very quarters that I- was 
most severely assailed. It was vexatious and trying, I con- 
fess, for one of my temper to stand under the galling fire of 
personalities fr m parties who should have been my warm- 
est advocates, or who should, else, have reformed their lives: 
in accordance with a morality which they wished.the public 
to understand they professed. I was sorely and repeatedly 
tempted to retort, in personalities, to these attacks. But 
simply as personality or personal defense or spiteful retort, 
I have almost wholly abstained during these years of sharp 
conflict from making any use of the rich resources at my 
command for that kind of attack. 

But, in the meantime, the question came to press itself 
upon my consideration: Had I any right, having assumed 
the championship of social freedom, to forego the use of 
half the weapons which the facts no less than the 


philosophy of the subject placed at my command for . 


conducting the war—through any mere tenderness to 
those who were virtual traitors to the truth which 
they knew and were surreptitiously acting upon? 
Had not the sacred cause of human rights and 
human well-being a paramount claim over my own con- 
duct? Was I not, in withholding the facts and conniving 
at a putrid mass of seething falsehood and hypocrisy, in 
some sense a partaker in these crimes; and was I not, in 
fact, shrinking from the responsibility of making the ex- 
posure more through regard for my own sensitiveness and 
dislike to be hurt than from any true sympathy with those 
who would be called upon to suffer? ; 


These questions once before my mind would never be dis- 
posed of until they were fairly settled upon their own merits, 
and apart, so far as I could separate them, from: my own 
feelings or the feelings of those who were more directly in- 
volved. I have come slowly, deliberately, and I may add 
reluctantly, to my conclusions. I went back to and studied 
the history of other reforms. I found that Garrison not 
only denounced slavery in the abstract, but that he attacked. 
it in. the concrete. It was not only “the sum of all vil- 
lainies,” but it was the particular villainy of this and that 
and the other great and influential man, North and South, 
inthe community. Reputations had to suffer. He'bravely 
and persistently called things- by their rignt: names. He 
pointed out and depicted the individual instances of cruelty: 
He dragged to the light and ‘scathed and stigmatized the 
individual’ offenders. He made them a hissing and a by- 
word, so far as in him lay. He shocked the public sensi- 


bilities by actual and vivid pictures of slaveholding atrocities, 


and sent spies into the enemies’ camp to search out the in- 
stances, The world cried shame! and said it was scandalous, 
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and stopped their ears and blinded their eyes, that their own 
sensibilities might not be hurt by these horrid revelations. 
They cast the blanket of their charities and sympathies 
around the real offenders for their misfortune in being 


brought to the light, and denounced the informer as al. 


malignant and cruel wretch for not covering up scenes too 
dreadful to be thought upon; as if it were not a thousand 
times more dreadful that they should be enacted? But the 
brave old cyclops ignored alike their criticisms, their pro- 
tests, and their real and their mock sensibilities, and ham- 
mered away at his anvil, forging thunderbolts of the gods; 
and nobody now says he was wrong. A new public opinion 
had to be created, and he knew that people had to be 
shocked, and that individual personal feelings had to be hurt. 
‘As Bismarck is reported to have said: “If an omelet has to 
be made, some eggs have to be broken.” Every revolution 
has its terrific cost, if not in blood and treasure, then still in 
the less tangible but alike real sentimental injury of thou- 
sands of sufferers. The preliminary and paramount ques- 
tion is: Ought the revolution to be made, cost what it may? 
Is the cost to humanity greater of permitting the standing 
evil to exist? If so, then let the cost be incurred, fall 
where it must. If justice to humanity demand the given 
expenditure, then accepting the particular enterprise of re- 
form, we accept all its necessary consequences, and enter 
upon our work, fraught, it may be, with repugnance to our- 
selves as it is necessarily with repugnance to others. 

The corner-stone of the new dispensation, which I desired 
to establish as the rule and guide of life, is this: Whosoever 
is true to himself or herself is thereby, and necessarily, true to 
all others, and the whole social question will be solved. 
The barter and sale of wives stands on the same moral footing as 
the barter and sale of slaves. The god-implanted human affec- 
tions cannot, and will not, be any longer subordinated to 
these external, legal restrictions and conventional engage- 
ments. Fwery human being belongs to himself or herself by a 
higher title than any which, by surrenders or arrangements or 
promises, he or she can confer upon any other human being. 
Self-ownership ts inalienable. These truths are the latest and 
greatest discoveries in science. 

Upon the publication of these arguments together with 
the facts of the scandal, it wili be well remembered how 
almost the whole journalistic world Sprang to the support 
of Mr. Beecher, and he was conjured to take no notice of 
these “‘drivelings of a disappointed prostitute who had failed 
to extort money from him,” while I was denounced by all 
the vile, criminal and abominable epithets that the language 
affords. This sudden and astounding support of the press 
emboldened those who professed to represent Mr. Beecher 
to proceed to more extreme measures. The Courts were 
invoked to crush me entirely. I was arrested and impris- 
oned as declared by Judge Noah Davis or his assistants, 
“to vindicate the reputation of a revered citizen,” that 
citizen being Mr. Beecher. Allof this, however, turned out 
just what I declared it to be at the time: an extrajudicial 
and utterly illegal proceeding, and everybody who was 
concerned in it is liable for heavy damages and the officers 
of the law to impeachment for their several parts in the 
procedure. i 

It is unnecessary, however, to go over the various methods 
resorted to to forever crush out this terrific scandal. It is 
my duty at this time only to hastily review the prominent 
points that have been developed, and to show how certainly, 
if slowly, circumstances have conspired to establish in the 
public mind the-fact that Mr. Beecher is upon principle a 
believer in and practicer of the doctrines and principles of 
freedom for love; notwithstanding he has apparently at- 
tempted to evade a public acknowledgment of the fact, and 
seemingly to acquiesce in all the various movements set on 
foot to crush out the scandal. There can be no doubt that 

Mr. Beecher’s friends relied fully for his vindication upon 
my conviction in the United States Courts of the charge of 
sending obscene literature in the mails, that literature being 
the scandal as published originally, since nothing else was 
attempted during the pendency of the case, silence among 
all the parties being steadily enjoined and maintained. Why 
this was carried out so well by all the parties may be in- 
ferred from the following covenant, which it was found 
necessary to enter into, to secure it beyond peradventure, 
which it seems surreptitiously found its way into the prints. 

“Srr—It is high time that the torrent of slander against 
Henry Ward Beecher be arrested. I have in my possession 
a copy of the disavowal of all the charges and imputations 
against Mr. Beecher ever made by Henry C. Bowen, which 
was executed on the 2d of April, 1872. Without Mr. Beech- 
er’s knowledge, I have held this in my hands from that time 
to this, and now, without his knowledge, I give this docu- 
ment to the world, and estop and convict the principal offen- 
nee against truth, public decency and the rights of reputa- 

on. 

“My inducement to do this is the fact that Mr. Bowen has 
of late repeatedly declared that he had never disavowed his 
charges against Mr. Beecher, but that he yet insisted on their 
truth, And nowthe public can understand the brave silence 
which the great preacher has kept under this protracted 
storm of slander. He has covenanted to bury the past.. and 
to maintain peace and brotherhood. The violation of that 
agreement, by Henry C. Bowen unseals my mouth if it does. 
not open the lips of the pastor of Plymouth Church. 

; “SUFFOLE. 


`- “New YORK, May 29, 1873.” 


` (Suffolk is supposed to be Mr. Wilkeson, the lawyer who 
drew the covenant.) 
“THE DISAVOWAL. 


“ We three men, earnestly desiring to Temoye all causes of 


acquittal by the United States Court upon the charge 
through which Mr. Beecher had hoped to be vindicated by 
our conviction. 
the result, that when we left the court he was standing a 
few doors away from the entrance, evidently watching the 
progress of the case. 
him acquitted, I shall never forget the look of astonishment 
and despair that passed over his face. 


widely published—fact that Henry C. Bowen, in company 
with Mr. H. B. Claflin, had visited me for the expressed 
purpose of obtaining evidence against Mr. Beecher, and 
that a Mr. West had actually preferred charges against Mr. 
Bowen to the church, as having slandered Mr. Beecher, 
bringing danger near. home—these things, I say, seemed to 
force Mr. Beecher, or. rather, which is perhaps nearer the 
truth, seemed to Mr. Beecher’s friends to make it necessary 
that a denial of some sort should be made by Mr. Beecher to 
stay the evidently growing tide of popular feeling, that 
there was something wrong somewhere, and the following re- 
markable letter was published and widely commented upon: 


|“ To the Editor of the Brooklyn Eagle: 


offense existing between us, real or fancied, and to make 
Christian reparation for injuries done or supposed to be 
done, and to efface the disturbed past, and to provide con- 
cord, good will and love for the future, do declare and cove- 
nant, each to the other, as follows: 

“I. I, Henry C. Bowen, having given credit, perhaps with- 
out due consideration,to tales and innuendoes affecting Henry 
Ward Beecher, and being influenced by them, as was natural 
to a man who receives impressions suddenly, to the extent of 
repeating them (guardedly, however, and within limitations, 
and not for the purpose of iajuring him, but strictly in the 
confidence of consultation), now feel that therein I did him 
wrong. Therefore I disavow all the charges and imputations 
that have been attributed to me as having been by me made 
against Henry Ward Beecher, and I declare, fully and with- 
out reserve, that I know nothing which should prevent me 
from extending to him the most cordial friendship, confi- 
dence and Christian fellowship. And I expressly withdraw 
all the charges, imputations and innuendoes imputed as hav- 
ing been made and uttered by me, and set forth in a letter 
written by me to Theodore Tilton on the Ist of January, 
1871 (a copy of which letter is hereto annexed), and I sin- 
cerely regret having made any imputations, charges or innu- 
endoes unfavorable to the Christian character of Mr. Beecher. 
And I covenant and promise that for all future time I will 
never, by word or deed, recur to, repeat, or allude to any or 
either of said charges, imputation and innuendoes. 

“II. And I,Theodore Tilton, do, of my free will and friendly 
spirit toward Henry Ward Beecher, hereby covenant and 
agree that I will never again repeat, by mouth or word or 
otherwise, any of the allegations, or imputations, or innuen- 
does contained in my letters hereunto annexed, or any other 
injurious imputations or allegations suggested by or grow- 
ing out of these, and that I will never again bring up or 
hint at any difference or ground of complaint heretofore 
existing between the said Henry C. Bowen or myself, or the 
said Henry Ward Beecher. 

“MI. I, Henry Ward Beecher, put the past forever out of 
sight and out of memory. I deeply regret the causes for 
suspicion, jealousy and estragement which have come be- 
tween us. It is a joy for me to have my old regard for Henry 
C. Bowen and Theodore Tilton restored, anda happiness to 
me to resume the old relations of love, respect and reliance 
to each and both of them. If I have said anything injurious 
to the reputation of either, or have detracted from their 
standing and fame as Christian gentlemen and members of 
my church, I revoke it all, and heartily covenant to repair 
and reinstate them to the extent; of my power. 

(Signed,) “H. C. BOWEN, 
“ THEODORE TILTON, 

“ BROOKLYN, April 2, 1872.” “H. W. BEECHER. 

In May following the making of this covenant there ap- 
peared an extraordinary paper called Zhe Thunderbolt, pub- 
lished by Mr. E. H. G. Clark, but evidently in the interests 
of the new course that had been decided upon as the line of 
defense that should be adopted by Mr. Tilton and Mr. 
Beecher whenever attacked. It was to be assumed that 
nothing had occurred between Mr. Beecher and Mrs. Tilton 
amounting to so-called criminal intimacy. This was the 
“true story” that underlied the “false one” as told by me. 
It may not be improper to remark here parenthetically, that 
this “‘ true story ” furnished Mr. Clark by Mt. Tilton through 
Leon Case, is now the chief difficulty with which Mr. Tilton 
has to contend in sustaining his allegations made under oath 
to the Committee of Investigation. 

The publication of the covenant was the worst possible 
thing that could have been done, in view of the policy of 
silence. A few persons, comparatively, knew anything 
definite about the real existence of facts that made such an 
instrument necessary. After ithad been made public, every 
body was at once informed that there was something of 
sufficient importance to demand such a covenant, and it 
pointed directly to the facts as stated by me and to such as 
had been stated by Mr. Bowen and others, as forming that 
something. 

Following almost immediately on the heels of the publica- 
tion of the covenant, in May, 1873, came The Thunderbolt 
newspaper. This confirmed the fact that there had been 
at least an attempt made by Mr. Beecher upon the marital 
fidelity of Mrs. Tilton. This evidence had been obtained in 
such a way, however, from Mr. Tilton, that he could say ` 
that he was not responsible for its publication, and, there- 
fore, that he had not violated the covenant. 

Then, in June following, came our arraignment and 


Indeed, so anxious was Mr. Beecher about 
As I passed Mr. Beecher, evidently to 


These things, together with the well-known—because 


happened that the Hagle and myself have been in accord on 
questions of common concern to our fellow-citizens. Iam 
for this reason compelled to acknowledge the unsolicited 
confidence and regard of which the columns of the Eagle of 
late bear testimony. I have just returned to the city to 
learn that application has been made to Mrs. Victoria Wood- 
hull for letters of mine supposed to contain information re- 
specting certain infamous stories against me. I have no 
objection to have the Hagle state, in any way it deems fit, 
that Mrs. Woodhull orany other person or persons who may 
have letters of mine in their possession, have my cordial con- 
sent to publish them. In this connection and at this time, I 
will only add that the stories and rumors which have, for 
some time past, been circulated about me are untrue, and I 
stamp them in general and in particular, as utterly untrue. 

“Respectfully, HENRY WARD BEECHER.” 

A large part of the press assumed that this denial was all 
that was necessary. Mr. Beecher had vindicated himself 
and I was a base slanderer, who deserved to be punished by 
imprisonment, but Mr. Beecher was too magnanimous to do 
it. So said the press. 

Butnow mark the origin of this denial, as developed re- 
cently by the agitation of the scandal, as quoted from the 
Brooklyn Union of June 25, 1874: 

“MR. BEECHER’S ALLEGED DENIAL. 

“ It will be remembered that last summer the editor of 
another local journal was engaged in an attack on Mr. H. ©. 
Bowen, who was formerly proprietor of the Union, in which 
he charged that Mr. Bowen was the author of the Beecher 
scandal, and published what purported to be a card from Mr. 
Beecher denying the truth of the rumors which had been set 
afloat in regard to him nearly eight months previously. The 
denial had Mr. Beecher’s name attached to it, and its genu- 
ineness was not questioned at the time. It has recently been 
intimated, however, that the denial was neither written nor 
signed by Mr. Beecher. 

“It was deemed by a friend of Mr. Beecher’s and a jour- 
nalist that it would be mutually beneficial to have a dential 
of the scandal published over his signature; so the friend 
and the journalist put their heads together, and the result 
was that Mr. Beecher was asked to write a denial, but he re- 
fused. Then the denial was written and presented to Mr. 
Beecher for his signature, but he again refused, He was then 
told that it would be published over his name, and it was 
done. He never denied its authorship, and it was allowed to 
go forth to the public as his own. But I ask any one to read 
it and then say if such sentences were ever penned by Mr. 
Beecher.” \ 

“ But what object could be gained by the pubiication of a 
bogus donial?”’ asked the reporter. 

“Why, the parties who were instrumental in having it 
done both thought they could make strong points. The 
friend of Mr. Beecher believed that it would forever set at 
rest the scandal, for he knew how implicit was the confidence 
of Brooklyn people generally in Mr. Beecher, while the jour- 
nalist imagined that by it he could throw all the odium of 
originating the scandal on Mr. Bowen, and at the same time 
gain a point for himself, as he was just then in close 
quarters.” : 

This remarkable revelation furnishes the key to all the 
proceedings that have been had about this still more re- 
markable scandal. It is Mr. Beecher’s friends who have 
managed the affair. May it not come out, after ali, that 
Mr. Beecher himself has been consistent in his own acts, 
much that has been done in his name being no more his 
own than the above. For the sake of a truly great and 
should-be representative man, I hope it may. In such a 
case Bis usefulness is not yet destroyed, although it must 
necessarily be seriously impaired. 

It is unnecessary to go over the incidents of recent occur- 
rence that have finally led up to the present outbreak in 
Brooklyn. Suffice it to say that they are all parts of one 
common drama, bent on breaking up the old and ushering 
in a new social order. It is but just, however, to remark 
that Mr. Tilton cannot be blamed for his part in the affair. 
Mr. Beecher himself does not censure him for replying to 
Dr. Bacon, which was the immediate cause of precipitating 
the issue, while the case presented in this reply is ample 
justification. Thus we are brought to the beginning of the 
investigation. The reply of Mr. Tilton to Dr. Bacon con- 
tained the. following extract from an apology from Mr. 
Beecher to Mr. Tilton: 4 $ 

My dear Friend Moulton—I ask, through you, Theodore 
Tilton’s forgiveness, and humble myself before him as I do 
before my God. He would have been a better man in my 
circumstances than I have been. I can ask nothing except 
that he will remember all the other hearts that would ache. 
I will not plead for myself. I even wish that I were dead. 

H. W. BEECHER. 


~ After the publication of this confession, silence was no 
longer compatible with the idea of innocence, as it had 
hitherto been held to be. Doubtless this was the most try- 
ing hour of Mr. Beecher’s life, and it is scarcely to be pre- 
sumed that he decided to do what he did until his friends 
took the position that it must be done. In two days after 
the appearance of this apology, Mr. Beecher wrote the fol- 
lowing letter: 


BROOKLYN, June 27, 1874. 

Gentlemen—In the present state of the public feeling, I owe it 
to my friends and to the Church and the Society over which I 
am pastor to have some proper investigation made of the ru- 
mors, insinuations, or charges made respecting my conduct, as 
compromised by the late publications made by Mr. Tilton. I 
have thought that both the Church and the Society should 
be represented, and I take the liberty of asking the following 
gentlemen to serve in this inquiry, and to do that which truth 
and justice may require. I beg that each of the gentlemen 


“Sir—In a long and active life in Brooklyn, it has rarely 


named will consider this as if it had been separately and per- 


| sonally sent to him, namely: 


From the Ohurch—Heury W., Sage, Augustus Storrs, Henry 
M. Cleveland, i p 


i 


its judgmént with reference to either. I therefore suggest 


-man’s honor, Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton, lately my wife, has 
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HE, the Society—Horace B. Claflin, John Winslow, S. V. 
hite., y 
I desire you, when you have satisfied yourselves by an im- 
partial and thorough examination of all sources of evidence, 
to communicate to the Examination Committee, or to the 
Church, such action as then may seem to you right and wise. 
Henry WARD BEECHER. 


On ths 6th of July, Mr. Beecher wrote the following note 
to the Examining Committee of Plymouth Church: 


Dear Brethren—I inclose to you a letter in which I have 
requested three gentlemen from the Church and three from 
the Society of Plymouth Church (gentlemen of unimpeachable 
repute, and who have not been involved in any of the trials 
through which we have passed during the year), to make a 
thorough and impartial examination of all charges or insi nu- 
ations against my good name, and to report the same to you; 
and I now respectfully request that you will give to this 
Committee the authority to act in your behalf also. It 
seemed wise to me that the request should proceed from me 
and without your foregoing knowledge, and that you should 
give to it authority to act in your behalf in so far as a 
thorough investigation of the facts should be concerned. 

HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


It is quite improbable that Mr. Beecher in making this de- 
mand for ap investigation, felt that he was directly chal- 
lenging Mr. Tilton; but that he was, and that the latter so 
considered it, and that the mutual friend of both also so 
considered it, may be inferred from that friend’s statement 
to the committee, which was as follows: 

MR. MOULTON’S STATEMENT. 

Mr. Francis D. Moulton said to the committee on the 13th 
of July: 

Gentlemen of the Committee : 

I appear before you; at your invitation, to make a state- 
ment which 1 have read to Mr. Tilton and Mr. Beecher, 
which both deem honorable, and in the fairness and pro- 
priety of which, so far as I am concerned, they both concur. 
The parties in this case are personal friends of mine, in 
whose behalf I have endeavored to act as the umpire and 
peacemaker for the last four years, with a conscientious re- 
gard for all the interests involved. 

I regret for your sakes the responsibility imposed on me of 
appearing here to-night. If I say anything, I must speak the 
truth. I do not believe that the simple curiosity of the world 
at large; or even of this committee, ought to be gratified 
through any recitation by me of the facts which are in my 
possession, necessarily in confidence, through my relations to 
the parties. The personal differences of which I am aware, 
as the chosen arbitrator, have once been settled honorably 
petween the parties, and would never have been revived ex- 
cept on account of recent attacks, both in and out of 
Plymouth Church, made upon the character of Theodore 
Tilton, to which he thought a reply necessary. If the 
present issue is to be settled, it must be, in my opinion, by 
the parties themselves, either together or separately before 
your committee, each taking the responsibility of his own 
utterance. As I am fully conversant with the facts and evi- 
dences, I shall, as between these parties, if necessary, deem 
it my duty to state the truth in order to final settlement, 
and thatthe world may be well informed before pronouncing 


been prompted away from her home to reside among Mr 
Beecher’s friends, and to co-operate with him in his ostensibly- 
honest and laudable inquiry into facts concerning which she 
too, as well as he, has for years past had perfect and equal 
knowledge with himself. This investigation, therefore, has 
been publicly pressed upon me by Mr. Beecher, seconded by 
Mrs. Tilton, both of whom in go doing have united in assum- 
ing before the public the non-existence of the grave and 
solemn facts into which they have conspired to investigate, 
for the purpose not of eliciting, but of denying the truth. 
This joint assumption by them, which has seemed to your 
Committee to bein good faith, has naturally led you into an 
examination in which you expect to find, on their part, 
nothing but innocence, and on my part, nothing but slander. 

It is now my unhappy duty, from which I have in vain 
hitherto sought earnestly to be delivered, to give you the 
facts and evidences for reversing your opinion on this sub- 
ject. In doing this painful, I may say heartrending duty, 
the responsibility for making the grave disclosures which I 
am about to lay before you belongs not to me, but first to 
Mr. Beecher, who has prompted you to this examination, 
and next to Mrs. Tilton, who has joined him in a conspiracy 
which cannot fail to be full of peril and wretchedness to 
many hearts. I call you to witness that in my first brief ex- 
amination by your Committee I begged and implored you 
not to inquire into the facts of this case, but rather to seek 
to bury them beyond all possible revelation. Happy for all 
concerned had this entreaty been heeded! It is now toolate. 
The last opportunity for reconciliation and settlement has 
passed. This investigation, undertaken by you in ignorance 
of dangers against which Mr. Beecher should have warned 
you in advance, will shortly prove itself, to your surprise, to 
have been an act of wanton and wicked folly, for which the 
Rey. Henry Ward Beecher, as its originator and public spon- 
sor, will hereafter find no “ space for repentance, though he 
seek it carefully and with tears.” ‘This desperate man must 
hold himself only, and not me, accountable for the wretched- 
ness which these disclosures will carry to his own home and 
hearth as they have already brought to mine. I will add 
that the original documents referred to in the ensuing sworn 
statement are, for the most part, in my possession; but that 
the apology and a few other papers are in the hands of Mr. 
Francis D. Moulton. 

Truly yours, THEODORE TILTON. 

THE AFFIDAVIT. 

Whereas, the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher has instigated the 
appointment of a Committee, consisting of six members of 
his Church and Society, to inquire and report upon alleged 
aspersions upon his character by Theodore Tilton ; and, 
whereas, Mrs. Elizabeth R, Tilton, formerly the wife of Mr. 
Tilton, hay openly deserted her home in order to o0-operate 
with Mr. Beecher in a conspiracy to overthrow the credibil- 
ity and good repute of her late husband, as a man and citi- 
zen; therefore, Theodore Tilton being thus authorized and 
required, aud by the published demand made upon him by 
the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, and being now and hereafter 
released by the act of Mrs. Tilton from further responsibility 
for concealment of the truth touching her relations with 
Mr. Beecher—therefore, Theodore Tilton hereby sets forth 
under solemn oath, the following facts and testimony : r 

I. That on the 2d of October, 1855, at Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, a marriage between Theodore Tilton and Eliza- 
beth M. Richards was performed by the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, which marriage, thirteen years afterward, was dis- 
honored and violated by this clergyman through the crimi- 
nal seduction of this wife and mother, as~hereinafter set 
forth. 

Il. That for a period of about fifteen years, extending both 
before and after this marriage, an intimate friendship exist- 
ed between Theodore Tilton and the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, which friendship was cemented to such a degree 
that in consequence thereof the subsequent dishonoring by 
Mr. Beecher of his friend’s wife was a crime of uncommon 
wrongfulness and perfidy. 

ILI. That about nine years ago, the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher began, and thereafter continued, a friendship with 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton, for whose native delicacy, and ex- 
treme religious sensibility he often expressed to her husband 
a high admiration; visiting her from time to time for years, 
until the year 1870, when, for reasons hereinafter stated, he 
| ceased such visits; during which period, by many tokens 
and attentions he won the affectionate love of Mrs. Tilton; 
whereby, after long moral resistance by her, and afterrepeat- 
ed assaults by him upon her mind with overmastering argu- 
ments, accomplished the possession of her person; maintain- 
ing with her thenceforward during the period hereinafter 
stated, the relation called criminal intercourse; this relation 
being regarded by her during that period as not criminal or 
morally wrong—such had been the power of his arguments 
as a clergyman to satisfy her religious scruples against such 
violation of virtue and honor. 

IV. That on the evening of October 10, 1868, or thereabouts, 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton held an interview with the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, at his residence, she being then ina 
tender state of mind, owing to the recent death and burial 
of ayoung child; and during this interview an act of crimi- 
nal commerce took place between this pastor and this parish- 
ioner, the motive on her part being, as hereinbefore stated, 
not regarded by her at the time criminal or wrong; which 
act was followed by a similar act of criminality between 
these same parties at Mr. Tilton’s residence, during a pastor- 
al visit paid by Mr. Beecher to her on the subsequent Satur- 
day evening, followed also by other similar acts on various 
occasions from the Autumn of 1868 to the spring of 1870; the 
places being the two residences aforesaid, and occasionally 
other places to which her pastor would invite and accompany 
her, or at which he would meet her by previous appointment; 
these acts of wrong being on her part, from first to last, not 
wanton or consciously wicked, but arising through a blind- 
ing of her moral perceptions, occasioned by the powerful in- 
fluence exerted on her mind at that time to this end by the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, as her trusted religious precep- 
tor and guide. : r? 


V. That the pastoral visits made by the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher to Mrs. Tilton during the year 1868 became so fre- 
quent as to excite comment, being in marked contrast with 
his known habit of making few pastoral calls on his parish- 
ioners, which frequency in Mrs. Tilton’s case is shown in 
letters written to her husband during his absence in the 
West; these letters, giving evidence that during the period 
of five or six weeks twelve different pastoral calls on Mrs. 
Tilton were made by the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, which 
calls became noticeably infrequent on Mr. Tilton’s return to 
his home. 

VI. That previous to the aforesaid criminal intimacy, one 
of the reasons which Mrs. Tilton alleged for her encourage- 
ment of such exceptional attentions from the Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher was the fact that she had been much distressed 
with rumors against his moral purity, and wished to con- 
vince him that she could receive his kindness, and yet resist 
his solicitations; and that she could inspire in him, by her 
purity and fidelity, an increased respect for the chaste dignity 
of womanhood. Previous to the Autumn of 1868, she main- 
tained with Christian firmness toward her pastor this posi- 
tion of resistance, always refusing his amorous pleas, which 
were strong and oft-repeated; andina letter to her husband, 
dated Feb. 3, 1868, she wrote as follows: ‘‘ To love is praise- 
worthy, but to abuse the gift is sin. Here I am strong. No 
demonstrations or fascinations could cause me to yield my 
womanhood.”’ 

VII. That the first suspicion which crossed the mind of 
Theodore Tilton that the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher was 
abusing, or might abuse, the affection and reverence which 
Mrs. Tilton bore toward her pastor, was an improper caress 
given by Mr. Beecher to Mrs. Tilton by the * * * while 
seated by her side on the floor of his library overlooking 
engravings. Mr. Tilton, a few hours afterward, asked of his 
wife an explanation of her permission of such a liberty, 
whereat she at first denied the fact, but then confessed it, 
and said that she had spoken chidingly to Mr. Beecher con- 
cerning it. On another occasion, Mr. Tilton, after leaving 
his house in the early morning, returned to it in the fore- 
noon, and, on going to his bed-chamber, found the door 
locked, and when on knocking the door was opened by Mrs. 
Tilton, Mr. Beecher was seen within, apparently much con- 
fused, and exhibiting a flushed face. Mrs. Tilton afterward 
made a plausible explanation, which, from the confidence 
reposed in her by her husband, was by him deemed satis- 
factory. 

VIII. That in the Spring of 1870,on Mr. Tilton’s return from 
a Winter’s absence, he noticed in his wife such evidences of 
the absorption of her mind in Mr. Beecher, that in a short 
time an estrangement took place between her husband and 
herself, in consequence of which she went into the country 
earlier than usual fora Summer sojourn. After an absence 
of several weeks, she voluntarily returned to her homé in 
Brooklyn. On the evening of July 3, 1870, when, and then 
and there, within a few hours after her arrival, and after 
exacting from her husband a solemn promise that he would 
do the Rey. Henry Ward Beecher no harm, nor communi- 
cate to him what she was about to say, she made a ciroum- 
stantial confession to her husband of the criminal facts 
hereinbefore stated, accompanied with citations from Mr. 
Beecher’s arguments and reasonings with her to overcome 
her long-maintained scruple against yielding to his desires, 
and declaring that she had committed no wrong to her hus- 
band or her marriage vow, quoting, in support of this opinion, 
that her pastor had repeatedly assured her that she was spot- 
less and chaste, which she believed herself to be. She fur- 
ther stated that her sexual commerce with him had never 
proceeded from low or vulgar thoughts either on her part or 
his, but always from pure affection and a higher religious 
love. She stated, furthermore, that Mr. Beecher habitually 
characterized their intimacy by the term ‘‘ nest-hiding,’’ and 
he would suffer pain and sorrow if his hidden secret were 
ever made known. She said that her mind was often bur- 


to you that the parties first be heard; that if then you deem 
it necessary thai I should appear before you, I will do so, to 
speak the truth, the whole truthjand nothing but the truth. 
I hold to-night, as I have held hitherto, the opinion that Mr. 
Beecher should frankly state that he had committed an 
offense against Mr. Tilton, for which it was necessary to 
apologize, and for which he did apologize in the language of 
the letter, part of which has been quoted; that he should 
have stated frankly that he deemed it necessary for Mr. 
Tilton to have made the defense against Dr. Leonard Bacon 
which he did make, and that he (Mr. Beecher) should refuse 
to be a party to the reopening of this painful subject. If he 
had made this statement, he would have stated no more 
than the truth, and it would have saved him and you the 
responsibility of a further inquiry. 1 is better now that the 
committee should not report; and, in place of a report, Mr. 
Beecher himself should make the statement which I have 
suggested; or that if the committee does report, the report 
should be a recommendation to Mr. Beecher to make such a 
atatement. 

Mr. Moulton’s advice not being acted upon, Mr. Tilton at 
once informed the committee that he accepted Mr. Beecher’s 
challenge, and as soon as possible that he would present a 
sworn statement of his indictment against Mr. Beecher. 


prevent discovery, and that her conscience had many times 
impelled her to throw off this burden of enforced falsehood 
by making a full confession to her husband, so that she 
would no longer be living before him a perpetual lie. In 
particular, she said that she had been on the point of making 
this confession a few months previously, during a severe ill- 
ness, when she feared she might die. She affirmed also that 
Mr. Beecher had assured her repeatedly that he loved her 
better than he had ever loved any other woman, and she felt 
justified before God in her intimacy with him, save the 
necessary deceit which accompanied it, and at which she 
frequently suffered in her mind. 

IX. That after the above-named confession by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth R. Tilton, she returned to the country to await such ac- 
tion by her-husband as he might see fit to take; whereupon, 
after many considerations, the chief of which was that she 
had not voluntarily gone astray, but had been artfully mis- 
led through religious reverence for the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher as her spiritual guide, together also from a desire to 
protect the family from open shame, Mr. Tilton condoned. 
the wrong, and he addressed to his wife such letters of affec- 
tion, tenderness and respect as he felt would restore her 
wounded spirit, and which did partially produce that result. 

X. That in December, 1870, differences arose between 
Theodore Tilton and Henry C. Bowen, which were aug- 
mented by the Rey. Henry Ward Beecher and Mrs. Beecher ; 
in consequence, whereof, and at the wish of Mrs. Elizabeth 
R. Tilton expressed in writing in a paper put into the hands 
of Mr. Francis D. Moulton, with a view to procure a har- 
monious interview between Mr. Tilton and Mr. Beecher, 
such an interview was arranged and carried out by Mr. 
Moulton at his then residence on Clinton street, Mr. Beecher 
and Mr. Tilton meeting and speaking then and there for the 
first time since Mrs. Tilton’s confession of six months before. 
The paper in Mr. Moulton’s hands was a statement by Mrs. 
Tilton of the substance of the confession which she had be- 
fore mide, and of her wish and prayer for reconciliation and 
peace between her pastor and her husband. This paper fur- 
nished to Mr. Beecher the first knowledge whioh he had as 


MR. TILTON BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. 
THE PRELIMINARY STATEMENT. 

Gentlemen of the Committee—In communicating to you the 
detailed statement of facts of evidences which you have been 
several days expecting at my hands, let me remind you of 
the circumstances which call this statement forth. In my 
recent letter to Dr. Bacon I alluded to an offense and an 
a y by the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. To whomsoever 
else this allusion seemed indefinite, to Mr. Beecher it was 
plain. The offense was committed by him; the apology was 
made by him; both acts were his own, and were among the 
most momentous occurrences of his life. Of all men in 
Plymouth Church, or in the world, the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher was the one man who was best informed concerning 
this offense and apology, and the one man who least needed 
to inquire into either. Nevertheless, while possessing a per- 
fect knowledge of both these acts done by himself, he has 
chosen to put on a public affectation of ignorance and inno- 
cence concerning them, and has conspicuously appointed a 
Committee of six of the ablest men of his church, together 
with two attorneys, to inquire into what he leaves you to re- 
gard as the unaccountable mystery of this offense and apol- 
ogy; as if he had neither conmitted the one nor offered the 
other, but as if both were the mere figments of another man’s 
imagination—thus adroitly prompting the public to draw the 
deduction that I am a person under some hallucination or de- 
lusion, living in s dream, and forging a fraud. Further- 
more—in order to cast over this explanation, the delicate 
glamour which always lends a charm to the defense of a wo- 


e 


dened by the deceit necessary for her to practice in order to` 


é WOODHULL & CLAFLIN’S WEEKLY. Aug. 8; 1874. 


yet received that Mrs. Tilton had made such-a confession. | to me, but tomo one: of them has He evergiven the oppor- | Beecher’s partners of a tripartite covenant between H. C. 
* At this interview between Mr. Beecher and Mr. Tilton, per- tunity and the jadon so to Serve qme as yon haye: xon Bowen, H. W. Beecher and Theodore Tilton, led the press of 
mission was sought by Mr. Beecher to consult with Mrs. | goa 4250 prove SB ES an E S | the country to charge that Mr. Tilton had committed against 


God look down from Heaven on three unhappier creatures 
Tilton on that same evening. This permission being granted, | that more need a friend than these? Is it not an intimation | Mr. Beecher some heinous wrong which Mr. Beecher had 
Mr. Beecher departed from Mr. Moulton’s house, and in | of God’s intent of mercy. to all that each one of these has in | pardoned, whereas the truth was the reverse. To remedy 
about half an hour returned thither, expressing his remorse | YOU a tried and proved friend? But only in you are we thus | this false public impression, Mr. Moulton requested Mr. 
and shame, and declaring that his life and work seemed 


united. Would to God, wh ders all hearts, that by Hi ii ó 
i EA AE a oraora $ r R RIE Beecher to prepare a suitable card, relieving Mr. Tilton of 
brought to a sudden end. Laterin-the same evening, Mr. 


kind mediation, Theodore,’ Elizabeth and 1 could be made 
friends again. Theodore will have the hardest task in such | this injustice. In answer to this request, Mr. ‘Beecher 
Tilton on returning to his house, found his wife weeping and 
in great distress, saying that what she had meant for peace had 


a case; but has;he not proved himself capable of the noblest pleaded his embarrassments, which prevented his saying 
ings? ` if Eliza z > ; REE E ap pie i s 
TUE Bde epi Duzapein pk nons how, kenerouily ho anything without bringing himself under suspicion. Mr. 
only given pain and anguish; that Mr. Beecher had just 
called on her, declaring that she had slain him, and that he 


has carried himself toward me. Of course I can never speak | 2” `; rte 
with her again without his permission, and Ido not know | Tilton then proposed to prepare'a card of his own containing a 
* K 
would probably be tried before a council of ministers unless 
she would give him a written paper for his protection. 


that even then it would be best. few lines from the recently quoted apology, for the purpose 
Whereupon she said he dictated to her, and she copied in her 


Mr. Moulton, on the same day, asked Mr. Tilton if he | of showing that Mr. Beccher, instead of having had occasion 

would permit Mr. Beecher to address a letter to Mrs. Tilton, | to forgive Mr. Tilton, had had occasion to be forgiven by 
and Mr. Tilton replied in the affirmative, whereupon Mr.jhiu:i. Mr. Beecher then wrote a letter to Mr. Moulton, 

own handwriting, a suitable paper for him to use to clear| Beecher wroteas follows: which, on being shown to Mr. Tilton, was successful in ap- 

himself before a council of ministers. Mrs. Tilton having 

kept no copy of this paper, her husband asked her to make a 

distinct statement in writing of her design and meaning in 


MR. BEECHER TO MRS. TILTON. pealing to Mr. Tilton’s feelings. Mr. Beecher said in it 
BROOKLYN, Feb. 7, 1871. under date of Sunday morning, June 1, 1873: 
My Dear Mrs. Tilton—When I ‘saw you last I did not ex- MR. BEECHER TO MR. MOULTON. 
giving it, whereupon she wrote as follows: pect ever to see you again, or to be alive many days. God was My DEAR FRIEND FRANK: I am determined to:make no 
DECEMBER 30, 1870—Midnight. kinder to me than were my own thoughts. The friend whom | more resistance. Theodore’s temperament is such that the 
iby iene eian @O8R> fm ies Hon you, before God sent to me, Mr. Moulton, has proved, above all friends future, even if temporarily earned, would be absolutely 
ra to bed, a statement that Mr. Henry Ward Beecher | that I ever had, able and willing to help me in this terrible worthless, and rendering me liable at any hour of the day to 
ood Q a tiie BeOHIWe and asked me TI would defend | emergency of my life. His hand it was that tied up the | bè obliged to stultify all the devices by which we saved our- 
hi. ees aaa ties in a council of m.nisters, and I |. 80m that was ready to burst on our hands. You have no] selves. It is only fair that he should know that the publica- 
sai e eel that I would, in case the accuser was any | {fiend (Theodore excepted) who has it in his power te serve | tion of the card which he proposes would leave him worse 
Aa S A men Si EERE o EE W I) E A you so vitally, and who will do it with such delicacy and | off than before. The agreement (viz., the “tripartite cove- 
aie p hich T co ieg as my own, to be used by him as|2Onor- It does my sore heart good to see in Mr. Moulton an | nant”) was made after my letter through you to him [viz., 
a N ih p n eae t my husband. This letter | Ufvigned respect and honor for you. It would kill me if I| the ‘‘apology,’”] was written. He had had it a year. He 
soon. Sear OF ety to Me p e against all other per- | thought otherwise.. He will be as true a friend to your honor y had condoned his wife’s fault. He had enjoined upon me, 
WAR, E b VERET 9 Tos RA Hae RE BEN and nappiness as a brother could be to a sister’s. In him we jwith the utmost earnestness and solemnity, not to betray 
Re te wat eta pain that my TRE in your hands ad- have a commonground. You and I may meetin him. The | his wife, nor leave his children to:a blight.. * * * With 
dressed to him, dated December 29, “had struck him dead | Pastis ended. But is there no future? No wiser, higher, | such a man as T. T. there is no possible salvation for any 
ja Aed h a etulne sI NOL ah ERATO pledged to do our holier future? May not this friend stand asa priest in the | that depend upon him. With a strong nature, he does not 
Dest to avoid publicity $ God grant a speedy end to all| Dew sanctuary of reconciliation, and mediate and bless} know how to governit. * * * * There is no use in trying 
Ronane x Theodore and my most unhappy self? Do not let my earnest- | further. I havea strong feeling upon me, and it brings great 

Affectionately $ ELIZABETH. nessifail of its end. You believe in my judgment. I have| peace, that I am spending my last Sunday, and preaching 

` . put myself wholly and gladly in Moulton’s hand. And there my last sermon. 

On the next day, namely, December 31, 1870, Mr. Moulton, | T must meet you. This is sent with Theodore’s consent, but] The hopelessness of spirit which the foregoing letter por- 
on being informed by Mr. Tilton of the above-named transac- P P Boine p 
tion by Mr. Beecher, called on him (Mr. Beecher) at ‘his resi- 
dence, and told him that a reconciliation seemed suddenly 
made impossible by Mr. Beecher’s nefarious act in procuring 


he has not read it. Will t it t i 3 k 7 
Se Toe TAO e oy LUO wn trayed on the part of its writer led Mr. Tilton to reconsider 
the letter which Mrs. Tilton had thus been improperly per- 


hand? I am very earnest in this wish for all our sakes, as 
such a letter ought not to be submitted to even a chance of | the questioa of defending himself at the cost of producing 
suaded to make falsely. Mr. Beecher promptly, through Mr. 
Moulton, returned the letter to Mr. Tilton, with an expres- 


i nines fiénd, H. W. BEEC misery to Mr. Beecher; which determination by Mr. Tilton 
XII. That about p fter Mrs. Tilt Rory PRESS to allow the prevailing calumnies against himself to go un- 
a 5 Shy BY Gado Se uk Wen S confession, her answered was further strengthened by the following note, 
mind nOu, in the fixed opinion than her criminal rela- received by him two days thereafter from the office editor of 
tions with Mr. Beecher had not been morally wrong, £0] Mr. Beecher’s journal: 


gion of shame and sorrow for having procured it in the strongly had he impressed her to the contrary ; but at length OLIVER JOHNSON TO THEODORE TILTON. 
manner he did. The letter was as follows: a change took place in her convictions on this subject, as No. 128 EAST TWELETH STREET 
DECEMBER 30, 1870. noted in the following letter addressed by her to her hus- ; June 4, 1873. ’ 
band: My Dear Theodore—May I tell you frankly that when I 


Wearied with importunity and weakened by sickness, I 
gave a letter implicating my friend Henry Ward Beecher, 
under assurances that that would remove all difficulties ‘be- 
tween me and my husband. That letter I now revoke. I 
was persuaded to it—almost forced—when I was in a weak- 
ened state of mind. LTregret it and ‘recall all its statements. 

R. TILTON. 

I desire to say explicitly Mr. Beecher has never offered 
any improper solicitation, but has always treated me in a 
manner becoming a Christian and a gentleman. 

ELIZABETH R. TILTON. 

At the time of Mr. Beecher’s returning the above docu- 
ment to Mr. Tilton through Mr. Moulton, Mr. Beecher re- 
quested Mr. Moulton to call at his residence in Columbia 
street on the next day, which he did on the evening of Janu- 
ary 1, 1871. A long interview then ensued, in which Mr. 
Beecher expressed to Mr. Moulton great contrition and re- 
morse for his previous criminality with Mrs. Tilton; taking 
to himself shame for having misused his sacred office as a 
clergyman to corrupt her mind; expressing a determination 
to kill himself in caso of exposure, and begging Mr. Moulton 
to take apen and receive from his (Mr. Beecher’s) lips an 
apology to be conveyed to Mr.-Tilton, in the hope that such 
an appeal would secure Mr. Tilton’s forgivenness. 

MR. BEECHER’S APOLOGY. 
The apology which Mr. Beecher dictated to Mr. Moulton 


was as follows: 
[In trust with F. D. Moulton.] 


My DEAR FRIEND Movuuton: I ask, through you, Theo- 
dore Tilton’s forgiveness, and I humble myself before him 
as I do before my God. He would have been a better map 
in. my circumstances than I haye been. I can ask nothing, 
except that he will remember all the other breasts that would 
ache, I will not plead for myself. Ieven wish that I were 
dead. But others must live to suffer. I will die before any 
one but myself shall -be inculpated. All my thoughts are 
running out toward my friends, and toward the poor child 
lying there, and praying with her folded hands. She is 
guiltless, sinned against, bearing the trangression of another. 
Her forgiveness I have. I humbly pray to God to put it into 
the heart of her husband to forgive me. I have trusted this 
to Moulton in confidence. H. W. BEECHER. 


In the aboye document the last sentence and the signature 
are in the handwriting of the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. 
XI, That Mrs. Tilton wrote the following letter to a friend: 


174 LIVINGSTON STREET, BROOKLYN, } 
January 5, 1871. 


Dear Friend—A. cruel conspiracy has been formed against 
my husband, in which my mother and Mrs. Beecher have 


saw you last you did not seem to me to.be the noble young 
man who inspired my warm affection so many years ago. 
You were yielding to an act which I could not help thinking 
would be dishonorable and perfidious, and although it is easy 
for me to make every allowance for the circumstances that 
had wrought you to such a frenzy, I was dreadfully shocked. 
My dear Theodore, let me as an old friend whose heart is 
wrung by your terrible suffering and sorrow, tell you that 
you were then acting ignobly, and that you can never have 
true peace of mind till you. conquer yourself and dismiss all 
purpose and thought of injuring the man who has wronged 
you. Of all the promises our lips can frame, none are so 
sacred as those we make to those who have injured us and 
whom we have professed to forgive; and they are sacred just 


MRS. TILTON TO MR. TILTON. 


SCHOHARIE, June 29, 1871. 
My Dear Theodore—To-day, through the ministry of 
Catherine Gaunt, a character of fiction, my eyes have been 
opened for the first time in my experience, so that I see 
clearly my sin. It was when I knew that I was loved, to 
suffer it to grow to a passion. A virtuous woman should 
check instantly an absorbing love. But it appeared to me 
in such false light. That the love I felt and received could 
harm no one, not even you, I have believed unfalteringly, 
until four o’clock this afternoon, when the heavenly vision 
dawned upon me. Isee now,- as never before, the wrong I 
have done you, and hasten immediately to ask your pardon, 
with a penitence so sincere that henceforth (if reason re- 
mains) you may trust me implicitly. Oh, my dear Theodore, 
though your opinions are not restful or congenial to my soul, 
yet my own integrity and purity are a sacred and holy. thing 
tome. Bless God with me for Catherine Gaunt, and for all 
the sure leadings of an All-wise and loving Providence. 
Yes; now I feel quite prepared to renew my marriage vow 
with you, to keep it.as the Saviour requireth, who looketh at 
the eye and the heart. Never before could I say this. When 
you yearn toward me with true feeling, be assured of the 
tried, purified and restored love of ELIZABETH. 
Mrs, Tilton followed the above letter witk. these: 
MRS. TILTON TO MR. TILTON. 
; JULY 4, 1871. 
O, my dear husband, may you never need the discipline of 
being misled by a good woman as I was by a good man. 
[No Date.] 


I would mourn greatly if my life was to be made known to 
father. His head would be bowed indeed to the grave. 


i [No Date.] 

Do you think my ill-health is on account of my sin and its 
discovery. My sins and life-record I haye carried to my 
Saviour. No; my prostration is owing to the suffering I have 
caused you. 

XIV. That about one year after Mrs. Tilton’s confession, 
and about a half year after Mr. Beecher’s confirmation of the 
same, Mrs. V. C. Woodhull, then a total stranger to Mr. 
Tilton, save that he had been presented to her in a company 
of friends, a few days previous wrote in the World, Monday, 
May 22, 1871, the following statement, namely: 

I know of one man, a public teacher of eminence, who lives 
in concubinage with the wife of another public teacher of al- 
most equal eminence. All three concur in denouncing of- 
fenses against morality. I shall make it my business to 
analyze some of these lies. 

New York, May 20, 1871. VICTORIA C. WooDHULL. 


On the day of the publication of the above card in the 


to whom they are made. You cannot paint too badly the 
wrongs you have suffered. On that point I make no plea in 
abatement, but I beg you to remember that nothing can 
change the law which makes forgiveness noble and God-like. 
I have prayed for you night and day, with strong crying and 
tears, beseeching God to restrain you from wronging your- 
self by violating your solemn engagements. To-night I am 
happy in the thought that you have been preserved from 
committing the act which I so much dreaded. 


In a letter written by Mr. Beecher, in order to be shown 
to Mr. Tilton, Mr. Beecher spoke as follows: 
MR. BEECHER TO MR. MOULTON. 


No man can see the difficultiesthat environ me unless he 
if stands where 1 do. To say that I have a church on my hands 
iJ is simple enough, but to have the hundreds and thousands 
of men pressing me, each one with his keen suspicion or anx~ 
iety or zeal; to see the tendencies which, if not stopped, 
would break out into a ruinous defense of me; to stop them 
without seeming to do it; to prevent any one questioning 
me; to meet and allay prejudices against T. which had their 
beginnings years before; to keep serene asiif I was not alarm- 
ed or disturbed; to be cheerful at home and among friends 
when I was suffering the torments of the damned; to pass 
sleepless nights often, and yet to come up fresh and fair for 
Sunday—all this may be talked about, but the real thing 
cannot be understood from the outside, nor its wearing and 
grinding on the nervous system. 

In still another letter written for the same purpose as the 


above Mr. Beecher said: j 
MR. BEECHER TO MR. MOULTON. 


If my destruction would place him (Mr. Tilton) all right, that 
shall not stand in the way. Iam willing to step down and 
out. No one can offer more than that. That I do offer. 
Sacrifice me without hesitation, if you can clearly see your 
way to his safety and happiness thereby. In one point of 
view I could desire the sacrifice on my part. Nothing oan 
possibly be so bad as the power of great darkness in which I 
spend mucb of my time. I look upon death as sweeter far 


: been the chief actors. 3 * BEA RaT a *| World, Mr. Tilton received from Mrs. Woodhull a request to | than anpitriond I have in the Fonar Life Tonla be pleasant 
ours truly, ULIZABETH K. TILTON. A ; A A . if 1 could see that rebuilt which is shattered. ut to live on 
call on imperative business at her office, andon going thither the sharp and ragged edge of anxiety, remorse, fear, despair, 


XII. That in the following month Mr. Moulton, wishing 
to bind Mr. Tilton and Mr. Beecher by mutual expressions 
of a good spirit, elicited from them the following correspond- 
ence: 


a copy of the above card was put into his hand by Mrs. Wood- 
hull, who said that ‘‘the parties referred to therein were the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher and the wife of Theodore Til- 
ton.” Following this announcement, Mrs. Woodhull de- 
tailed to Mr. Tilton, with vehement speech, the wicked and 
injurious story which she published in the year following. 
Meanwhile Mr. Tilton, desiring to guard against any possible 
temptation to Mrs. Woodhull to publish the grossly distorted 
version which she gave to Mr. Tilton (and which she after- 
ward attributed to him), he sought by many personal ser- 
vices and kindly attentions to influence her to such a good | 
will toward himself and family as would remove all disposi- 
tion or desire in her to afflict him with sucha publication. 
Mr. Tilton’s efforts and association with Mrs, Woodhull 
ceased in April, 1872, and six months afterward, namely, 
November 2, 1872, she published the scandal which he had 
labored to suppress. 

XV. That on the third day thereafter the Rev. Thomas K. 
Beecher, of Elmira, N. Y., wrote as fullows: ; 


ELMIRA, Nov. 5, 1872. 
Mrs. Woodhull only carries out Henry’s philosophy, 
against which I recorded my protest twenty years ago. 


XYI. That in May, 1873, the publication py one of Mr, | 


and yet to puton an appearance of serenity and happiness, 
cannot_be endured much longer. I am well nigh discour- 
aged. If you cease to trust me, to love me, I am alone. I do 
not know any person in the world to whom I could go. 


Mr. Tilton yielded to the above-quoted and other similar 
letters, and made no defense of himself against the public 
odium which attached to him unjustly. 

XVII. That the marriage union between Mr. and Mrs. Til- 
ton, until broken up by Mr. Beecher, was of more than com- 
mon harmony, affection and mutual respect. Their house 
and household were regarded for years by all their guests as 
an ideal home. As evidence of the feeling and spirit which 
this wife entertained for her husband, up to the time of her 
corruption by Mr. Beecher, the following letters by Mrs. Til- 
ton, written only a few months before her logs of honor, will 
testify : 


MR. TILTON TO MR. MOULTON. 
BROOKLYN, Feb. 7, 1871. 
My Dear Friend—In several conversations with you, you 
have asked about my feelings toward Mr. Beecher; and yes- 
terday you said the time had come when you would like to 
receive from me an expression of this kind in writing. Isay, 
therefore, very cheerfully, that notwithstanding the great 
suffering which he has caused to Elizabeth and myself, I bear 
him no malice, shall do him no wrong, shall discountenance 
every project (by whomsoever proposed) for any exposure of 
his secret to the public, and (if I know myself at all) shall 
endeavor to act toward Mr. Beecher as I would have him in 
similar circumstances act toward me. I ought to add that 
your own good offices in this case have led me toa higher 
moral feeling than I might-otherwise have reached. Ever 
yours, affectionately, THEODORE. 
To Frank Moulton. 
On the same day Mr. Beecher wrote to Mr. Moulton the 


following: 


MRS. TILTON to MR. TILTON. 
TUESDAY MORNING, Jan. 28, 1868. 
My Beloved—Don’t you know the peculiar phase of Christ’s 
character as a lover is so precious to me because of my con- 
secrecation and devotion toyou? Ilearn to love you from 
my love to Him. I have learned to love Him from loving 
you. I couple you with Him. Nor do I feel it one whit 
irreverent. And as every day I adorn myself consciously as 
a bride to mest her bridegroom, so in like, manner L.litt im- 


MR. BEECHER TO MR. MOULTON, 

FEBRUARY 7, 1871. 
My: Dear Friend Moulton—I,am giad to send you a book, 
eto, ~ # # Many, many friends has God raised up 


in proportion as their violation would work injury to those - 


4 


enforced by strong appeals from her chief Christian teacher 


Aug. 8, 1874. 3 


ploring hands that my soul’s love may be prepared. I, with 
the little girls, after you left us with overflowing eyes and 
hearts, consecrated ourselves to our work and to you. My 
waking thoughts last night were.of you. My rising thoughts 
this morning were of you., I bless you, I honor you, I love 
you. God sustains us and helps us both to keep our vows. 


SATURDAY EVENING, Feb. 1, 1868. 
O, well I know, as far as I am capable, I love you. Now 
to keep the fire high and generous is the ideal beforeme. I 
am only perfectly contented and restful when you are with 
me. These latter months I have thought, looked and yearned 
for the hour when you would be at home with longings unut- 
terable. 
MonpaAy, Feb. 3, 1868—9 o’clock, A. M. 
What may I bring to my beloved this bright morning? A 
large, throbbing heart full of love, single in.its aim and ‘pur- 
pose, to bless and cheer him? Is it acceptable, sweet one? 


MONDAY MORNING, Feb. 24, 1868. 

Do-:you wonder that I couple your love, your presence and 
relation to me with the Saviour’s? I lift you up sacredly, and 
keep you in that exalted:and holy: piace where I reverence, 
respect and love, with the fervency of my whole being. 
Whatever capacity I have I offer it to you. The closing lines 
of your letter are these words: ‘‘I shall hardly venture 
again upon 4 great friendship—your love shall be enough for 
the remaining days.” That word ‘“énough”’ seems a stoicism 
on which you have resolved to live your life—but I pray God 
he will supply you with friendships pure, and with wifely 
love which your great heart demands, withholding not Him- 
self as the Chief, Love, which consumeth not though it: burn, 
and whose effects ure always pure rest and peace.. Again, in 
one of your letters you close with.‘ Faithfully yours.’’—that 
word, Faithful, means a great deal. Yes, darling, I believe 
it, trust it, and give you the same surety with regard to my- 
self. Lam faith‘ul to you, have been always, and shall for- 
ever be, world without end. Cali not this assurance impious; 
there are some things we know. Blessed be God. 


Home, Feh. 29, 1868—Saturday Evening. 

Ah, did ever man lOve so grandly as my beloved? Other 
friendships, ptiblic affairs, all ‘‘ fall to naught” when I come 
toyou. Though you arein Decorah to night, yet I have felt 
your love, and am very grateful torit. Lhad not.receiveda 
line since Monday,and was so hungry and lonesome that Ltook 
out all your letters and indulged myself as at a feast, but 
without satiety. And now I long to pour out into your 
heart of my abundance. Iam conscious of three jets to the 
fountain of my soul—to the Great Lover and yourselfi—to 
‘whom as one Lam eternally wedded; my children; and the 
dear friends who trust and love me. Ido not want another 
long separation. While we are in the flesh let us abide to- 
gether. 

SATURDAY Morn, March, 1868. 

Oh, how almost perfectly could I minister to you this 
Winter, my heart glows so perpetually. I am conscious of 
great inward awakening toward you, If I live, I shall teach 
my children to begin their loves where now I am. I cannot 
conceive of anything more delicious than a life consecrated 
to a faithful love. I insist that I miss you more than you 
dome, but soon I shall see my beloved. 


Your Own DEAR WIFE. 
In addition to the above, many of her letters by Mrs. 
Tilton to her husband prior to her corruption by Mr. 
Beecher, served to show that a Christian wife, loving her 
to the extreme degree above set forth, could only 
have been swerved from the path of rectitude by artful and 
powerful persuasions clothed in the phrases of religion, and 


and guide. 

XVIII.—That the story. purporting to explain Mr. Beech- 
er’s apology as having been written because he had offended 
Mr. Tilton by engaging his wife in the project of a separation 
from her husband, is false, as will be seen by the following 
letter, written only three days after the date of the apology: 

MRS. TILTON TO MR. MOULTON. 


174 LIVINGSTON ST., BROOKLYN, Jan 4, 1871. 
Mr. FrRANcIS D. MOULTON: 

My Dear Friend—In regard to your question whether I 
have eyer sought a separation from my husband, I indig- 
nantly deny that such was ever the fact, as I have denied it 
ahundred times before. The story that I wanted a separa- 
tion was a deliberate falsehood, coined by my poor mother, 
who said she would bear the responsibility of this and other 
statements she mightmake, and communicated to my hus- 
pand’s enemy, Mrs. H. W. Beecher, and by her communi- 
cated to Mr. Bowen. I feel outraged by the whole proceed- 
ing, and am now suffering in consequence more than I am 
able to bear. 


I am, yours very truly, ELIZABETH R. TILTON. 
XIX.—That during the first week in January, 1871, a few 
days after the apology was written, Mr. Beecher communi- 
cated to Mr. Tilton, through Mr. Moulton, an earnest wish 
that he (Mr. Tilton) would take his family to Europe and 
reside there fora term of years, at Mr. Beecher’s expense. 
Similar offers have been since repeated by Mr. Beecher to 
Mr. Tilton through the same channel. A message of kindred 
tenor was brought from Mr. Beecher to Mr. Tilton, last 
summer, by Mr. F. B. Carpenter, as will appear from the fol- 
lowing affidavit: 
AFFIDAVIT OF F. B. CARPENTER. 
Homer, N. Y., July 1874. 
On Sunday, June 1, 1873, two. days after the surreptitious 
publication of the tripartite covenant between H. W. Beech- 
er, H. C. Bowen and Theodore Tilton, I walked with Mr. 
Beecher from Plymouth Church to the residence of Mr. F. 
D. Moulton, in Remsen street. On the way to Mr. Moul- 
ton’s house, Mr. Beecher said to me thatif Mr. Tilton would 


stand by him he would share hisfame, his fortune, and every- 
thing he possessed with him (Tilton). 


Franois B. CARPENTER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 18th day of July, 

874, WILLIAM T. Hicox, Notary Public. 

Mr. Carpenter, in communicating to Mr. Tilton the above 
affidavit, says, in a letter accompanying it: 

I have no hesitation in giving you the statement as I 
understood at the time that it was forme to repeat in sub- 
stance to you, and I did so repeat it. It was at this inter- 
view Mr. Beecher spoke to me of his apolegy to you. 

The charge that Mr. Tilton ever attempted to levy black- 
mail on Mr. Beecher is false; on the contrary, Mr. Tilton has 
always resented any attempt by Mr. Beecher to put him 
under pecuniary obligation. 

XX. Not long after the scandal became public, Mrs. Tilton 
wrote ona slip of paper and left on her husband’s writing- 
desk the following words: ‘‘ Now that the exposure has come, 
my whole nature reyolts to join with you or standing with 
you.” Through the influence of Mr. Beecher’s friends the 
opinion has long been diligently propagated that the scandal 
‘was due to Mr. Tilton, and that the alleged facts were mali- 
pious inventions by him to avenge himself for supposed and 


imaginary wrongs done to him by Mr, Beecher, Many words 


were spoken from time to time by Mrs. Tilton to the praise 
and eulogy of Mr. Beecher, which, being extensively quoted 
through his congregation, heightened the impression that Mr. 
Tilton was Mr. Beecher’s slanderer, Mrs. Tilton. being her- 
self the authority for the statement. In this way Mrs. Tilton 
and one of her relatives have been the chief causes of the 
great difficulty of suppressing the scandal. They have had 
a habit of saying, ‘* Mr. Tilton believes such and such things ;” 
and their naming of these things by way of denial has been 
a mischievous way of circulating them broadcast. In this 
way Mr. Tilton has been made tu appear a defamer, whereas 
he has made every effort in his power to suppress the in- 
jurious tales which he has been charged with propagating. 
On all oceasions, he has systematically referred to his wife 
in terms favorable to her character. Further, Mr. Tilton 
would not have communicated to the Committee the facts 
contained in this statement except for the perverse course of 
the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher and Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton 
to degrade and destroy him in the public estimation. 

XXI. That one evening, about two weeks ‘after the pub- 
lication of Mr. Tilton’s letter to Dr. Bacon, Mrs. Tilton, on 
coming home at a late hour, informed her husband that she 
had been visited: at a friend’s house by.a Committee of In- 
vestigation, and had given sweeping evidence acquitting Mr. 
Beecher of every charge. This was the first intimation that 
Mr. Tilton received that such Committee was then in.exist- 
ence. Furthermore, Mrs. Tilton stated that she had done 
this by advice of a lawyer, whom Mr. Beecher had sent to 
her, and who, in advance of her appearing before the Com- 
mittee, arranged with her the questions and answers which 
were to constitute her testimony. in'Mr. Beecher’s behalf. 
On the next day, after giving this untrue testimony before 
the Committee, she spent many hours of extreme suffering 
from pangs of conscience at having testified falsely.. She ex- 
pressed to her husband the hope that God would forgive her 
perjury, but that the motive was to save Mr. Beecher and 
her husband, and also to remove all reproach from the cause 
of religion. She also expressed similar contrition to one of 
her intimate friends. 

XXII. Finally, that in “addition to the foregoing facts and 
evidences, other confirmations could be adduced if ‘needed, 
to prove the following recapitulated statement: namely, that 
the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, as pastor andfriend.of Mr. 
Tilton and his family, trespassed upon the sanctity of friend- 
ship and hospitality in a long endeavour to seduce Mrs. 
Elizabeth R. Tilton; that by the artful use of his priestly 
authority with her, she being his pupil in religion, he accom- 
plished this seduction; that for a period of a year and a half 
or thereabout, he maintained criminal intercourse with her, 
overcoming her previous modest scruples against such con- 
duct by investing it with a false justification as sanctioned 
by love 2nd religion; that he then participated in: acon- 
spiracy to degrade Theodore Tilton before the public, by loss) 
of place, business and repute; that he abused Mr. Tilton’s. 
forgiveness and pledge of protection by thereafter author- 
izing a series of measures by Plymouth Church, having for 
their object the putting of a stigma upon Mr. Tilton before 


the church, and also before an Ecclesiastical Council, inso- 


much that the moderator of that Council, interpreting 
these acts by Mr. Beecher and his church, ‘declared pub- 
licly that they showed Mr. Beecher to be the most 
magnanimous of men, and Mr. Tilton to be a knave 
and dog; that when Mr. Tilton thereafter, not in malice 
put for self-protection, wrote a letter to Dr. Bacon, al- 
luding therein to an offense and apology. by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, he (Mr. Beecher) defiantly appointed 
a committee of his church members to inquire into the in- 
jury done him by Mr. Tilton by the aforesaid allusion, and 
implying that he (Mr. Beecher) had never been the author of 
such offense and apology, and that Mr. Tilton was a slan- 
derer; that to make this inquiry bear grievously against Mr. 
Tilton he (Mr. Beecher) previously conniyed with Mrs. E.R. 
Tilton to give false testimony in his (Mr. Beecher’s) behalf; 
that Mr. Beecher’s course toward Mr. Tilton and family has 
at last resulted inthe open destruction of Mr. Tilton’s house- 
hold and home, and in the desolation of his heart and life. 
THEODORE TILTON. 

Sworn before me, this 20th day of July, 1874. 

THEO. BURGMYER, Notary Public. 
A FINAL EXPLANATION. — 

Gentlemen of the Convention: Having laid before you the 
above sworn statement, which: I have purposely restricted to. 
relations of Mr. Beecher with Mrs. Tilton only, and with no 
other person or persons, J wish to addan explanation due to 
yourselves. In The Golden Age, lately edited by me, a sug- 
gestion was made, not with my knowledge or consent, that 
your Committee, in order to be justly constituted, should 
comprise, in addition to the six members appointed by Mr. 
Beecher, six others appointed by myself. To no such pro- 
posal would I have consented, for I have never wanted any 
tribunal whatever for the investigation of this subject. 
Neither your Committee, as at present constituted, nor an) 
enlarged Committee on the plan just mentioned, nor any 
other Committee of any kind, could in and of itself have per- 
suaded or compelled me to lay before you the facts contained 
in the preceding statement. Distinctly be it understood, 
that these facts have not been evoked by your Committee 
because of any authority which I recognize in you as a tribu- 
nal of inquiry. Nor would they have been yielded up to any 
other Committee or Board of Referente, however constituted 
(except a court of Jaw) ; but, on the contrary, I have divulged: 
the above statement ‘solely because of the openly-published 
demand for it, made directly to' me by the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher, aided and abetted by Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton. 
These two parties—these alone, and not your Committee— 
have by their action prevailed with me, No other authorities 
or influence (except a court of law) could have been power- 
ful enough to haye extortsd from me the above disclosure. 
For the sake of one of these parties gladly would I have con- 
tinued to hide these facts in the future, as I have incessantly 
striven todo inthe past. But, by the joint action of Mr. 
Beecher and Mrs. Tilton, Pean withhold the truth only at ‘the 


price of perpetual infamy tomy name, in addition to the 


penalty which I already suffer in the destruction of a home 
once as pleasant as any in which you yourselves dwell. 
Respectfully, THEODORE TILTON. 


MRS. TILTON’S STATEMENT. 


To pick up anew the sorrows of the last ten years, the 
stings and pains I had daily schooled myself to bury and for- 
give, makes this imperative duty, as called forth by the 
malicious statement of my husband, the saddest act of my 
life. Besides, my thought of following the Master contradicts 
this act of my pen, and a sense of the perversion of my life- 
faith almost compels me now to stand aside, till God Him- 
self delivers. 

Yet I see in this wanton act an urgent call and privilege, 
from which I shrink not. Toreply in detail to the twenty- 
two articles of arraignment I shall not attempt at present. 
Yet, if called upon to testify to each and all of them, I shail 
not hesitate to do so. Suffice it for my purpose now thatL 
reply to one or:more of the most glaring charges. 


Touching the feigned sorrow of my husband’s compulsory 
revelations, I solemnly avow that long before the Woodhull 
publication I knew him, by insinuation and direct state- 
ment, to have repéated'to my every near relative and friend 
the substance of these accusations which shock the moral 
sense of the entire community this day. Many times, when 
hearing that certain persons had spoken ill of him, he has 
sent me to chide them for so doing, and then and there I 
learned he had been before me with his calumnies against 
myself, so that I -was-speechless. 

The reiteration in his statement that he had ‘‘ persistently 
striven to hide” these so-called facts is utterly false, as his 
hatred to Mr. Beecher has existed these many years, and the 
determination to ruin Mr. Beecher has been the one aim of 
his life. 

Again, the perfidy with which the holiest love a wife ever 
offered has been recklessly discovered in this publication 
reaches well nigh to sacrilege; and, added to this, the en- 
deavor, like the early scandal of Mrs. Woodhull, to make my 
own words condémn me, has no parallel. 

Most conspicuously, my letter quoting the reading of 
“Griffith Gaunt.” Had Mr. Tilton read the pure character 
of Catharine, he would have seen that I lifted myself beside 
it—as near as ahy human may affect an ideal. But it was her 
character, and not the incident of fiction surrounding it, 
to which I referred. Hers was no sin of criminal act or 
thought. 

A like “confession ” with hers I had made to Mr. Tilton in 
telling of my love to my friend. and pastor one-year before. 
And I now add that, notwithstanding all misrepresentations 
and anguish of soul, 1 owe to my acquaintance and friend- 
ship with Mr. Beecher, as to no other human instrumentality 
that encouragement in my mental life and that growth to- 
ward the Divine nature which enables me to walk daily ina 
lively hope of the life beyond. 


The shameless charges in articles seven, eight and nine are 
fearfully false in each and every particular. The letter re- 
ferred to in Mr. Tilton’s tenth paragraph was obtained from 
me by importunity,and by representations that it was neces- 
sary for him to use in his then pending difficulties with Mr. 
Bowen. I was then sick, nigh unto death, having suffered a 
miscarriage only four days before. I signed whatever he 
required, without knowing or understanding its import. The 
paper I have never seen, and do not know what statements 
it contained. 

In charge eighteen, a letter of: mine, addressed to Mr. 
Francis Moulton, is quoted to prove that Inever desired a 
separation or was advised by Mr. or Mrs. Beecher to leave 
my husband, I reply, the letter was of Mr. Tilton’s own con- 
cocting, which he induced me to copy and sign as my own— 
an act which, in my weakness and mistaken thought to help 
him, I have done too often during these unhappy years. 

The implication that the harmony of our home was un- 
proken till Mr. Beecher entered it as a frequent guest and 
friend is a lamentable satire upon the household where he 
himself, years before, laid the corner stone of free love and 
desecrated its altars up to the time of my departure, so that 
the atmosphere was not only godless, but impure for my 


i| children. And in this effort and throe of agony I would fain 


lift my daughters and all womanhood from the insidious and 
diabolical teachings of. these latter days. 


His frequent efforts to prove me insane, weak-minded, in- 
significant, of mean ‘presence, all rank in the category of 
heartlessness, selfishness and falsehood, having its climax in 
his present endeavor-to convince the world that I am or ever 
have been unable to distinguish between an innocent and a 
guilty love. 

In summing up the whole matter, I afirm myself before 
God to be innocent of the crimes laid upon me; that never 
have I been guilty of adultery with Henry Ward Beecher in 
thought or deed; nor has he ever offered tome an indeco- 
rous or improper proposal. x 

To the further charge that I was led away from my home 
by Mr. Beecher’s friends, and by the advice of a lawyer 
whom Mr. Beecher had sent to. me, and who, in advance of 
my appearing before the committee, arranged with me the 
questions and answers which are to constitute my testimony 
in Mr. Beecher’s behalf, I answer, that this is again untrue, 
having never seen the lawyer until introduced to him a few 
moments before the arrival of the committee, by my step- 
father, Judge Morse; and in further reply I submit the fol- 
lowing statement of my action before the committee and the 
separation from my husband: 

The publication of Mr. Tilton’s letter in answer to Dr. 
Bacon I had not known nor suspected when on Wednesday 
evening he brought home the Golden Age, handing it tome 
toread. Looking down its columns Į saw, well nigh with 
plinding eyes,.that he had put into execution the almost 
daily threat of his life—“ that he lived to crush out Mr. 
Beecher; that the God of battles was with him; he had al- 
ways been Mr. Beeoher’s superior, and all that lay in his 
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ae 
“The diseases of society can, no more than cor- 


poreal maladies, be prevented or cured without being 
spoken about in plain language.”"—Joun STUART 


Muu. At last after the fogs of doubt, the darkness of disbelief 

A E T, and the clouds of falsehood have obscured the social horizon 
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to break its way between their crests, casting a lurid glare 
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5 continuance, for a generation, of such utter falsity, touching 

METE NG CONVENTIA, one of the most sacred interests of humanity, will almost 

; eradicate the sense of honesty from the human soul.” Is it 

possible to conceive of a more pitiable sight than the utter 

prostration of manhood and womanhood before the shrine 

of the Moloch of society, and the direful resorts made in the 

name of religion present in this connection? What is a 


pt 
LIGHT BREAKING THROUGH THE CLOUDS. 


On account of the occupancy of our space by the Beecher- 
Tilton Scandal case we do not make the formal announce- 
ment for the Convention in September; but enough is 
known to enable us to say that the majority of the Pro- 
visional National Council is in favor of its being held in Chi- 
cago, and that it will be called for Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, September 15, 16 and 17. Spiritualists and 
Socialists can therefore act accordingly. 

Be 
AT THEIR OLD GAME. 


such shifts? What does a social system amount to that ex- 
ists with such degeneracy concealed within its folds? What 
can a system of morals do for the world on which such dis- 
honesty thrives so well? There can be no mistaking the 


the speedy dissolution of them all, and their supercedence at 
an early day by systems based upon the essential elements 
and needs of humanity, instead of upon a supposed rev- 
elation from God as are the present tottering systems. 

But we said that light begins to break. Indeed almost the 
first nnadulterated rays shone in the words of Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton as published in the Brooklyn 47gus of Monday even- 
ing. Mr. Tilton told the whole story to Laura Curtis Bull- 
ard and myself at Mrs. Bullard’s house, while Susan B. An- 
thony was with Mrs. Tilton at her house; that when Mr. and 
Mrs. Tilton met, they, in the heat of passion, mutually ac- 
knowledged their unfaithfulness to each other; that Mr. Tilton 
was raving and that Mrs. Tilton fled from him to the cham- 
ber where Miss Anthony had retired, and there remained 
protected from his wrath by her during the night. That in 
the morning Mr. Tilton bade Miss Anthony never again to 
enter his house. 

How very like the scandal as originally recited in the 
Waerxkiy! Yet Mr. Tilton testified that he did not originate 
the scandal, and further says that the Woodhull version was 
a grossly exaggerated statement of the facts. Of course 
having once begun to maintain himself by falsehood, hay- 
ing by agreement of all the parties involved invented a “‘true 
story to underlie the false story,” it has to be resorted 
to upon every occasion. Had Mr. Tilton’s testimony before 
the Committee been the whole truth, instead of a part of it, 
had he not attempted to make himself out a saint; had he 
frankly acknowledged his harsh and, on account of his own 


Since the outbreak of the Beecher-Tilton Scandal the 
enemies of the WEEKLY have been busy in every conceiv- 
able way trying to injure its circulation. They approach 
everybody who handles the paper to induce them to dis- 
card it. Newsmen are even bought off from supplying 
their customers, while postmasters in numerous instances 
destroy the paper in their offices, and tell our sub- 
scribers that the paper must be dead. They know that the 
WEEKLY will tell the truth about what is going on. They 
know that its editors are fully aware of much of the evi- 
dence there is in existence against Mr. Beecher, and they 
think every damage they can do its circulation is so much 
in favor of his ultimate acquittal. 

Now then is the time for our friends to be up and doing, 
not only to counteract this effort of the enemy, but because 
we are now on the eve of the most momentous events for 
which the -WEEKLY is the recognized organ. The WEELLY 
for the next year will be historical. It will be filled with 
matter which will be referred to as authority in after 
years, and which will be found in no other journal. Then, 
those who stand by it now will have cause to look back 
with pride and say: “I was one who dared to stand by the 
truth for its own sake, when it was worth one’s reputation 
to do so.” d 

We do not expect those who are only half-converts to the 
doctrines of the new dispensation to exert themselves in 
behalf of the WEEKLY; but we do expect that-they who 
have risen fully into the comprehension of the divine prin- 


ciples of freedom for the affections, will now put forth rex would have carried the conviction of truth upon its face. 


system of religion worth that requires to be maintained by 


meaning of all this. It indicates the utter rottenness and 


errors, uncalled-for treatment of Mrs. Tilton; his piaemieny| 
È 


But his opposite course—his utter neglect in his cross-exami- 
nation to admit any of his own ungallant acts, and his far- 
fetched attempts to show that his whole connection with the 
Editors of the WEEKLY was entered into to propitiate them 
and prevent them from publishing the scandal, has so 
complicated matters, that had it not been for the new, and 
probably to him unexpected evidence below, and that 
which will be given when Mr. Moulton speaks, the final 


decision might have been indefinitely postponed. 
But read Mrs. Stanton’s statement, and then judge where 


the truth has been told and where withheld. 


[Brooklyn Argus, July 27.1 

An Argus reporter called on Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
at her residence, in Tenafly, N. J., this morning, for the 
purpose of elicting facts in the great scandal. 

“I am perfectly willing to be interviewed,’ remarked 
the lady, with a smile. 

‘“ Can you tell me when you first learned of this affair, 
Mrs Stanton?” 

“I have a shocking poor memory for dates, and will, 
therefore, not endeavor to fix the exact time; I think, how- 
ever, it was a year before Mrs. Woodhull published her 
statement that I knew of the matter. Not all the details, 
you understand, which have since come to light, but the 
story in substance.” 

“And are you willing to tell in what manner you came 
possessed of this knowledge?” 

“Certainly. Some time—I think it was in the Fall of 
the year, though I won’t be positive—while Mrs. Bullard 
was still connected with the Revolution, Susan B. Anthony, 
Mr. and Mrs. Tilton, Mrs. Bullard and myself were in 
Brooklyn together. It was afternoon, and after calling at 
the office of the Revolution, Mr. Tilton and myself accom- 
panied Mrs. Bullard to her residence and remained to dinner. 
Through some misunderstanding Miss Anthony went with 
Mrs. Tilton and dined with her instead of us. There was 
some feeling on the part of Mrs. Tilton in regard to this, 
although it was quite unintentional on my part. Well, at 
the table—no one was present but Mrs. Bullard, Mr. Tilton 
and myself—Theodore told the whole story of his wife’s 
faithlessness. As I before observed, he did not go into the 
details; but the sum and substance of the whole matter he 
related in the hearing of Mrs. Bullard and myself. We 
were reformers. He gave us the story as a phase of social 
life.” : 

“This was the first you had heard of it?” 

“This was the first. The next evening, hearing that Miss 
Anthony was a little piqued at me for leaving her the day 
before, I returned to my home here in Tenafly. To my 
surprise I found Susan awaiting my arrival. That evening, 
when we were alone, I said to her: ‘Theodore related a 
very strange story to Mrs. Bullard and me last evening,’ 
Then I recounted to her all that he had told us. Miss An- 
thony listened attentively to the end. Then she said: ‘I 
have heard the same story from Mrs. Tilton,’ We com- 
pared notes and found that by both man and wife the same 
story had indeed been told.” 

“ What were the particulars of Mrs, Tilton’s confession?” 

“I will tell you how it was made. When Mr. Tilton re- 
turned home that evening some angry words—growing out 
of the separation in the afternoon—passed between him and 
his wife. Both became intensely excited. In the heat of 
the passion, and in the presence of Miss Anthony, each 
confessed to the other of having broken the marriage-vow. 
In the midst of these startling disclosures Miss Anthony 
withdrew to her room. Shortly after she heard Mrs. 
Tilton come dashing up the stairs, and Mr. Tilton following 
close after. She flung open her bedroom door and Hiiza- 
beth rushed in. The door was then closed and bolted. 
Theodore pounded on the outside and demanded admit- 
tance, but Miss Anthony refused to turn the key. So 
intense was his passion at that moment that she feared 
‘he might kill his wife if he gained access to the room.’ 
Several times he returned to the door and angrily demanded 
that it be opened. ‘No woman shall stand between me 
and my wife,’ he said. But Susan, who isas courageous as 
she is noble, answered him with the words, ‘If you enter 
this room it will be over my dead body!’ And so the in- 
furiated man ceased his demands and withdrew. Mrs. Tilton 
remained with Susan throughout the night. In the excite- 
ment of the hour, amid sobs and tears, she told all to Misg 
Anthony. The whole story of her own faithlessness, of Mr. 
Beecher’s course, of her deception and of her anguish, fell 
upon the ears of Susan B. Anthony, and were spoken by 
the lips of Mrs. Tilton. The next morning Mr. Tilton told 
Susan never to enter his house again. She told him she 
should enter whenever she chose; but I believe she did not 
go there again.” 

“By Mr. Tilton’s cross-examination,” observed the re- 
porter, “‘it appears that Mrs. Tilton was far from friendly 
to Miss Anthony. How could she have made this confession 
to her?” e 

‘On the contrary, Mrs. Tilton thought a great deal of 
Miss Anthony, of Mrs. Bullard, and all those ladies, I was 
very intimate with her before Mrs. Woodhull’s thunderbolt. 
At the time of our first knowledge of the affair Mr. Wilke- 
son also heard of it. He besought the ladies not to make it 
public. To him it was a matterof money. He was a stock- 
holder in Plymouth Church, in the Christian Union, and in 
‘The Life of Christ.’ Now the destruction of Mr, Beecher 
would.be the destruction of all these. As Mr. Wilkeson ex- 
pressed it, ‘It would knock the ‘‘Life of Christ” higher 


secret,” 
“Did Miss Anthony ever speak to Mr. Beecher of the 


matter?” 

“ Often. She asked him if he knew how affairs stood with 
Mr. and Mrs. Tilton. He said that he did. Mrs. Hooker 
went to Mr. Beecher and pleaded with him to come out and 
take a manly stand. She told him all this had come from 
his having married a woman whom he hated. He made 
answer to her by saying, ‘ Belle, I have lived a lie for forty 
years; don’t ask me to act the truth now!” 

Mrs. Stanton expressed her willingness to appear before 
the committee and testify to the above facts, 

Not anybody who has spoken before this has done so 
with any other idea than to cover up the truth—-Mr. Tilton, 
Mrs, Tilton, Mr. Wilkeson, and the whole lot. The latter 
gentleman takes every occasion to reiterate his confidence 
in Mr. Beecher, Of course he has confidence; and it is worth 
a certain sum of money. His confidence has a marketable 
value; whereas, in the other persons, it rather runs to re- 
ligious enthusiasm and devotion. Don’t tell the truth fo 


than a kite.’ Hence his concern in keeping the matter * 
ping 
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Christ’s sake. Bah! Such cant, and heaped upon the lowly 
and truthful Nazarene. 

It is too disgusting and sinks so-called Christianity, below 
the dignity of contempt. This may be called strong lan- 
guage, and it might be too strong were this the only case; but 
what are the facts? On every hand, scandals among the 
ministry and in the church are daily breaking out, until it 
is becoming only too evident that the whole structure of 
modern Christianity isa mass of hypocrisy and fraud. In one 
case it is a heretical Beecher, with whom the whole female 
part of his church is in love; in another, it is a Glendenning, 
after the strictest hard-shell order of old-school Peresbyte- 
rianism, who seduced his church’s organist under promise 
of marriage; in other cases they are Catholic priests who 
debauch young girls intrusted to their care, or who belong 
to their folds; in another, it assumes the disgusting phase 
of sodomy; and so it runs throughout all the churches. 
They are rotten and ready to fall; they ought to fall and they 
will fall spedily, and give place to something in which man- 
hood and womanhood will have an opportunity to be rein- 
stated from their long dethronement, and become the guiding 
stars for humanity. 

But going back to the case before us: What can there be 
yet behind it all that is of such tremendous import and 
meaning, as to make so general a resort to falsehood neces- 
sary? Is it not foreshadowed in the suppressed cross-exam- 
ination of Mr. Tilton and in his threat to retort upon Mr. 
Beecher in the same way? Does not the Herald tell the 
story, in advance, when it says that a further involvement of 
the names of women must not be permitted? Suppose that 
this matter stops with the present case, does not the infer. 
ence justly remain, that it is not Mr. Beecher, Mrs. 'Iil- 
ton and Mr. Tilton only, who are involved; but that the 
whole of Plymouth Church is in the same unpleasant condi- 
tion of suspense in which Mr. Beecher has been for years; 
and judging from the other and numerous revelations, the 
whole Christian Church, and with it the whole of so-called 
virtuous and respectable society. . Is it longer to be won- 
dered at that the Young Men’s Christian Assassination Asso- 
ciation rushed to the defense, and had us outrageously im- 
prisoned, upon a charge for which any one of the great 
dailies for the past month might better have been indiéted, 
when we originally ventilated this gigantic scandal. What 
other power than the United States Courts was potent 
enough to protect the reputation of a revered citizen so pure 
as Mr. Beecher and in such a predicament as he was in, 
and in which he placed the Christian Church? Where now 
isthe Judge Noah Davis? Where his Jackall Comstock, 
that the obscenity of the press is not now called to the bar ? 
Where, indeed ! 

This is the meaning of the case for society, and it is use- 
less for the public press to attempt to evade it. It is a crime 
against true virtue and, against natural morality and com- 
mon honesty to do so; and to longer bolster up the 
impacted mass of hypocrisy and fraud ‘which now 
passes for a social system. This system is now 
actually on trial rather than the individuals who hap- 
pen to form the personnel of the ease. Society at large has 
had this false and hypocritical system foisted upon it by 
Christianity and, under the penalty of social death, has de- 
manded that its members should pay homage to it. It isnot 
Mr. Beecher, Mrs. Tilton and Mr. Tilton who are the real 
subjects of this terrific scene. They stand representatives, 
the first for the church, the second for marriage and the 
last for the world at large, and when we criticize them and 
their acts it is in this view. The social system is on the de- 
fense and circumstances have made these persons its advo- 
cates. When they lie, it is not more for themselves than for 
society. Indeed Mrs. Tilton’s whole course seems to have 
been dictated by her fear for religion. She was willing to 
do anything to prevent 1t from falling into disrepute through 
herself or her connections. 

The verdict then that must be rendered must be against 
the system. Mr. Beecher’s position has been and is a most 
trying one. Knowing and living the truth he was not yet 
strong enough to teach it and thus give the weight of his 
vast influence against old and rotten conditions and in favor 
of aneworder. “I have lived a lie for forty years, don’t 
ask me to act the truth now,” said Mr. Beecher to his brave 
and noble sister. The weight of public opinion was so heavy 
upon him that it utterly crushed out his manhood. His per- 
ception was clear and he saw the truth. He saw the im- 
pending revolution that was threatening against the old dis- 
pensation and he lived for the new; but he had not the cour- 
age to say so to the world. 


But now that the blow has fallen, now that the thick vail 
of hypocrisy has been rudely, perhaps, torn away from his 
face without his aid, may we not hope that his manhood 
will come to his rescue and give to the world the usefulness 
of one of the greatest of men who have ever lived. He be- 
longs to reform; to radical reform. ,'There is nothing con- 
servative in his composition. He should no longer occupy 
any middle ground. He has no business to confess any- 
thing to anybody. No radical asks any such impertinent 
thing, To whatever his convictions may have led him in 
his life, they will respect as his own, into which they nor 
anybody else has any right to inquire. i 

Whatever we may have felt called upon to do in this case 
for the interests of humanity, we have never advised any 
other course than a manly admission of the principles that 


` have guided his life—the right of individual sovereignty in 


sexual as well as in religious matters, Perhaps for no other 


utterance have we received so much abuse as for the closing 


portions of the original scandal article. It is the only plat- 
form upon which he can stand and be justified, and we had 
no right to undermine the one which he pretended to 
occupy without erecting another as a substitute for it. But 
we know that this must come ultimately to be recognized as 
the only one upon which humanity can make permanent ad- 
vancement. It does not determine anything for anybody. 
It leaves every individual to regulate his or her own con- 
duct sexually, and will lead, ultimately, to a full inves- 
tigation, with a view to discover the science that underlies 
the sexual instincts of the race, which, as its foundation, is 
its most important department. 

That conclusion was as follows: 

In conclusion, let us again consider, for a moment, the 
right and the wrong of this whole transaction. Let us see 
whether the wrong is not on the side where the public. puts 
the right, and the right on the side where the public puts the 
wrong. The immense physical potency of Mr. Beecher, 
and the indomitable urgency of his great nature for the 
intimacy and the embraces of the noble and cultured women 
about him, instead of being a bad thing as the world thinks, 
or thinks that it thinks, or professes to think that it thinks, 
is one of the noblest and grandest of the endowments of this 
truly great and representative man. The amative impulse 
is the physiological basis of character. It is this which 
emanates zest and magnetic power to his whole audience 
through the organism of the great preacher. Plymouth 
Church has lived and fed, and the healthy vigor of public 
opinion for the last quarter of a century has been aug- 
mented and strengthened from the physical amativeness 
of Henry Ward Beecher. The scientific world know the 
physiological facts of this nature, but they have waited 
for a weak woman to have the moral courage to tell the 
world such truths. Passional starvation, enforced on such 
a nature, so richly endowed, by the ignorance and preju- 
dice of the past, is a horrid cruelty. The bigoted public, 
to which the great preacher ministered, while literally eat- 
ing and drinking of his flesh and blood, condemned him, 
in their ignorance, to live without food. Every great man 
of Mr. Beecher’s type has had in the past, and will ever 
have, the loving manifestations of many women, and when 
the public graduates out of the ignorance and prejudice of 
its childhood, it will recognize this necessity and its own 
past injustice. Mr. Beecher’s grand and amative nature is 
not, then, the bad element in the whole matter, but in- 
trinsically a good thing, and one of God’s best gifts to the 
world. 

So, again, the tender, loving, womanly concessiveness 
of Mrs. Tilton, her susceptibility to the charm of the great 
preacher’s magnetism, her love of loving and of being 
loved, none of these were the bad thing which the world 
thinks them, or thinks that it thinks them, or professes 
to think that it thinks them to be. On the contrary they 
are all of them the best thing—the best and most beauti- 
ful of things, the loveliest and most divine of things which 
belong to the patrimony of mankind, 


The evil and the whole evil in this whole matter, then, 
lies elsewhere, It lies ina false and artificial or manufac- 
tured opinion, in respect to this very question of what is good 
or what is evil in such matters. It lies in the belief that so- 
ciety has the right to prohibit, to prescribe and regulate, or 
in any manner to interfere with the private love manifesta- 
tions of its members, any more thanit has to prescribe their 
food and their drink. It lies in the belief consequent upon 
this, that lovers own their lovers, husbands their wives 
and wives their husbands, end that they have the right to 
complain of, to spy over, and to interfere, even to the ex- 
tent of murder, with every other or outside manifestation of 
love. It lies in the compulsory hypocrisy and systematic false- 
hood which is thus enforced and inwrought into the very 
structure of society, and in the consequent and wide-spread 
injury to the whole community. 

Mr. Beecher knows all this, and. if by my act he is com- 
pelled to tell the world that he knows it, and to force it 
to the conviction that it is all true, he may well thank God 
that I live, and that circumstances have concurred to eman- 
cipate him, despite of himself, from this terrible thralldom, 
and to emancipate, through him, in the future, millions of 
others. 

Still in conclusion, let me add, that in my view, and in 
the view of others who think with me, and of all, as I be- 
lieve, who think rightly on the subject, Mr. Beecher is to- 
day, and after all that I have felt called upon to reveal of his 
life, as good, as pure and as noble a man as he ever was in 
the past, oras the world has held him tobe, and that Mrs. 
Tilton is still the pure, charming, cultured woman. It is, 
then, the public opinion that is wrong, and not the individ- 
uals, who must, nevertheless, for a time suffer its presecu- 
tion. 

I know, too, by intimate intercourse, the opinions, and, to 
a great extent, the lives of nearly all the leading reformatory 
men and women in the land; and I know that Mr. Beecher, 
passing through this crucial ordeal, retrieving himself and 
standing upon the most radical platform, need not stand 
alone for an hour, but that anarmy of glorious and emanci- 
pated spirits will gather spontaneously and instantaneously 
around him, and that the new social republic will have been 
for ever established. f 

te 


Dr. Winterburn, the eminent astrologist, 101 Hast 
Twentieth street, New York city. 


NOW FOR THE CO MMITTEE. 
Has the Committee, now investigating Mr. Beecher’s repu 
tation, the courage to call Mr. Beecher, Mr. Tilton and Mr. 
Moulton, and say to the first two: Gentlemen, Mr. Moulton 
is under a bond of secrecy, from which we wish you, to re- 
lease him, so that he may consistently with his ideas of 
honor testify to the truth about this whole matter? Every- 
body knows that Mr. Moulton carries the key toit. Thus 
any refusal from either party to permit him to unlock the 
door of secresy would amcunt to a confession that his testi- 
mony would be damaging to that party; and will they dare 
call Mrs. Stanton and Miss Anthony, the former of whom 
at least, has asserted her willingness to appear, or will they 
ignore her published challenge to ask for her testimony? 
Outside oy these three parties there are no important wit- 
negses. If each of them testify to the fact of acknowledged 
intercourse, there will be no necessity of putting Mr. Beecher 
to the trouble of explaining away his numerous and dam 
aging letters, and further engulfing him in his doom. 


® 


WHOM THE GODS WOULD DESTROY THEY FIRST 
MAKE MAD. 


It would seem to be a fatality that compels Mr. and Mrs. 
Tilton to sting into speaking everybody who was connecte< 
with the early part of the Beecher-Tilton Scandal. Mrs. 
Tilton was foolish enough to cast obloquy upon Miss Anthony 
and Mrs. Stanton, by pronouncing their statements false, 
and charging upon them the origin of her family difficulties, 
while he joins her in attempting further to disgrace Miss 
Anthony. He said recently, so reports the Herald of the 
28th inst., ‘No RELIANCE COULD BE PLACED ON Miss ANTHO- 
NY’S STATEMENT, INASMUCH AS SHE WAS SEXUALLY INSANE 
AND HAD BEEN FOR YEARS.” Who is there in this country, 
whether they agree with them or not, who will not believe 
implicitly the word of either Mrs. Stanton or Miss Anthony? 
Placed in contrast with those who now question them, who 
would say that the former are not to be relied upon ? 

P+ Or —+ 


FREE LOVE VS. FREE LUST. 

As a policy it has not been and is not our wont to turn 
aside from the advocacy of principles to deal’in the same 
sort of warfare that our opponents use against us; but there 
are times when it is eminently proper to fight fire with fire ; 
to gather up the missiles that have been hurled at us and re- 
turn them with the intent and determination to hurt. This 
throwing of mud by our opponents has so daubed us over 
that no inconsiderable portion of the people, seeing the ex- 
ternal mud only, think that we are internally of the same 
material, and honestly enough, perhaps, avoid us for fear of 
becoming contaminated. With these ignorant, though well- 
meaning people, we have no quarrel. They have been made 
to believe what they do, by a set of designing and dishonest 
persons; and it is with these that our contest lies, nor may 
they hope to escape with their hypocritical pretentions un- 
masked. Severe diseases require severe remedies; a broken 
arm must sometimes be amputated; and if in the contest 
that must come sooner or later, severe remedies are adminis- 
tered to any of these contestants, let them remember that they 
have brought on the contest by insisting upon making war- 
fare upon us, when we desired only to be let alone to advo- 
cate the principles of truth and salvation, with which our 
souls have been inspired by the Spirit World whose servants 
we are, and whose directions we have followed in so far as 
it has been in our power during these years of turmoil, trial’ 
and suffering. 

All this warfare has been waged against us because of our 
devotion to the beautiful principle of free-love. This divine 
thought has been caught up by those who dwell in the realm 
of debauchery and hurled back upon us, laden with their 
degradation; by which we are made to appesi"externally, ag 
what our assailants are internally ; this holy thing has been 
by them converted into lust, and is bandied from vile to 
viler lips as the source of our inspiration. ‘ 


Now we intend to return this slime home where it belongs, 
and there it shall rest as a brand of infamy upon every one 
who has been engaged in the vile business of daubing over 
this child of heaven with the debris of hell. 

In the first place, let us show the absolute foolishness of 
transposing the term free-love into free lust. 'There are but 
two parts in this business of the relations of the sexes to 
which the terms love and lust are very properly applied; 
but with these, as with almost all other matters, that which 
is really love, is often denominated lust; and that which is 
really lust is dressed up in the garb stolen from love, so as 
to pass by its name. When we use these terms they are supa 
posed to relate to the sexual intercourse of the race. There 
are many different kinds of attractions called love; but we 
are now to treat of sex love, and to treat of it from the stand- 
point of natural science and common sense, having it dis- 
tinctly understood at the outset, that law has no power to 
transform love into lust, or lust into love. Hence all the re- 
lations of sexes as men and women are to be judged by the 
natural and not by the artificial, or man-made law. 

Undethis guidance what is sex love? In general terms 
it is the name for all attractions between sexual oppo 
sites; or to make our meaning so clear that no opponent can 
have the least reason to misinterpret us, we say that if any 
man, even a legal husband, have a sexual attraction for any 
woman, even a legal wife, that attraction is love and Rot 
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lust; and if the attraction be mutual, and is consummated 
that consummation is of love and not of lust. This is 
natural love, and whatever relations between the sexes that 
are entered upon because this love exists, is ordained by the 
laws of nature and sanctified by the approval of God; and 
all the laws that ignorant and immoral man may enact to 
regulate or prohibit such love, can never make it into lust 
until such laws become superior to Nature and to Nature’s 
God. Now just here is where we have our opponent’s logic 
in chancery; and just here we intend to pummel their ab- 
surdities, which they have heaped upon us, until they shall 
be seen through of all men and women, and then return them 
to their rightful owners as their trophies in this unholy fight, 
into which they have forced us so much against our wills. 


Love is such as we have set it down; and no amount of 
dodging, or of ‘‘ backing and filling ” can shake the position. 
It is a self-evident proposition and only requires to be stated 
clearly to be comprehended by every logically inclined mind. 
And all relations of the sexes that do not and that cannot 
come under this definition, are not love, and shall no longer 
be paraded by our defamers as love; but they shall be la- 
belled just what they are, to the world, and the world shall 
-some day, and soon, come to know them by their natural 
name, which is lust; nor shall they be much longer able to 
steal the raiments of love, legally, to shield them from the 
public scorn and detestation that they so richly merit; but 
stripped of their stolen livery they shall walk up and down 
the earth with their true names upon their backs, and be 
known of all men and women for what they are,. not free- 
lovers but enforced lusters. 


Remember that this is none of our invention; remem- 
ber that we have time after time warned of the utter folly 
and recklessness of hurling the base-born insinuations of 
free lust upon us when we were speaking only of free-love; 
and now that the time has come in which we shall no longer 
rest under these vile inventions, do not complain of us for 
returning this coin in payment for what our opponents have 
been endeavoring to do for us. We are the free-lovers; they 
are the enforced lusters; and may they have much joy of the 
name. We joyfully accept the glorious title; and they shall 
have their own, whether it be joyful or otherwise to them. 
Nor can there be any half-way house in this business, ‘There 
is no such thing as neutral ground in this domain of sex— 
there is no neuter gender for men and women. So we are 
all divided into two classes. There is no third class. Those 
elasses are Free-Lovers and Enforced Lusters. Love for- 
ever was and forever must be free. Lust never was nor 
never can be free: Sothose who are not Free-Lovers are 
Enforced Lusters; and there is no escape from this classifica- 
tion. And we advise the friends of freedom—the free-lovers 
—to at once assume this offensive attitude and whenever 
called by their appropriate title, to ‘abel those who are so 
eager for the designation by their rightful cognomen, as En- 
forced Lusters. Since they have, by their continuous war- 
fare, compelled us to draw the line between love and lust, 
Tet us in turn compel them to their proper places upon their 
own side of the line, and also compel them to remain there 
until they shall have become sufficiently sanctified to not 
only desire to become free-lovers, but actually to deserve 
to be called such. 


Then again there is another class of opponents who need 
to have their boundary lines defined so that they may know 
where they are, themselves. This class is a sort of nonde- 
script, not even pretending to be this, that or the other. 
They admit that love is free, but they ‘‘don’t exactly know 
whether it. will do to support ‘ Woodhullism’”—they ‘“‘ can’t 
exactly say that they endorse the work it proposes to do.” 
As with the previous class, so also is there a way to learn 
what this class really means. Now they either do or do not 
agree with the purposes to which, what it has pleased the 
people to call ‘‘ Woodhullism,” leads, since ‘‘they who are 
not for us are against us.” What are these purposes? Some 
say freedom for love. But this is only a means to a well- 
defined end which can be gained, only, through this free- 
dom. Freedom for love means, in other terms, woman’s 
sexual emancipation; and woman’s sexual emancipation is a 
necessity before the control of her maternal functions can be 
remanded to her. ‘‘Woodhullism,” then, does not mean 
free-love simply and only; but it means an immense issue 
beyond that—an issue to which the world must look for its 
redemption. It means that woman shall never, under the 
remotest compulsion, be compelled to submit to the possi- 
bility of becoming pregnant or to bearing an unwished-for 
child. This is the point; this the test by which the world 
must be tried over again, after being divided into free-lovers 
and enforced lusters. Those who are opposed to ‘‘ Wood- 


_hullism ” are in favor of women being compelled to submit 


to undesired intercourse, undesired pregnancy and +o bear- 
ing unwished-for children. Those who are opposed to these 
barbarities are not opposed to—are in favor of—‘‘ Woodhull- 
ism.” Whatever we have ever said or written, whether it 
has been about freedom for love or justice for woman, 
specially, or of everything else, generally, has been so said 
or written to open the way for this condition for woman. 
We are determined that womanhood shall be enfranchised; 
that woman shall have returned to her her natural gift to 
determine when and when not she shall bear children, when 
and when not she shall have sexual intercourse. This is all 
we ask; grant woman this and our work will be done, Wo- 
man’s sexual freedom as opposed to her sexual slayery, in 
which she is now bound hand and foot, and delivered over 


ever for her rights and wishes in the matter, will be 
gained. 

Again we assert, that those, who are opposed to us, are 
opposed to this demand for woman, and in favor of her re- 
maining in her present servitude. Let anybody who is really 
in favor of woman’s emancipation, and the restoration to her 
of her crown that she may be the Queen. in the realm of sex, 
press this issue home upon anybody and everybody who 
does not know exactly where he or she stands in regard to 
the great social issues that are now agitating the public 
mind and heart. Brand,them with their right title as in fa- 
vor of enforced lust, and to this shameful cognomen add 
that of their desire to hold woman bound to serve man, sex- 
ually, as he demands, and to bear whatever children of 
whom she may become pregnant through such servitude. 
They have pressed the issue; let them accept its results. 

PA p+ — 
BEECHER AND HIS BIOGRAPHY OF JESUS. 
BY DR. HORACE DRESSER, ‘ 
Some time since, while having a conversation with a spirit, 
through the mediumship of a man most unlikely to be posted 
in literary affairs, I was informed by the invisible speaker 
that “ Henry Ward Beecher is about publishing a new book; 
he will be ashamed of it before he dies.” I remarked, in 
answer, that I thought it must be his life of Christ, which, 


as it was said, he had been preparing during a considerable 
time past. 


The supposition proved to be a fact, for soon after this | 


conversation, I observed in some newspaper a notice of the 
appearance of that work, coupled with the following para- 
graph, purporting to have been taken therefrom: 

Christ was very God. Yet when clothed, with a human 
body, and made subject, through that body, to physical laws, 
he was then a man of the same moral faculties as man, of the 
the same mental nature, subject to precisely the same trials 
and temptations, only without the weakness of sin. A 
human soul is not something other ‘and different from the 
divine soul. Itis as like it as the sonjis like the father. God. 
is father; man is son. As God'in our place becomes human 
—such being the similarity of the essential natures—so man 
in God becomes divine. Thus we learn not only to what our 
manhood is coming, but when the divine Spirit takes our 
whole condition upon himself, we see 'the thoughts, the feel- 
ings and, if we may su say, the private and domestic inclina- 
tions of God. What he was on earth, his sympathies, tastes, 
friendships generous familiarities, gentle condescensions, 
we shall find him to be in ‘heaven, only in a profusion and 
amplitude of disclosure far beyond the earthly hints and 
glimpses. ; 

Mr. B. may have the faculty of discerning truth in the 
aforesaid averments, but to me it is not visible in them. I 
understand the terms father and son, parent and child, 
fatherhood and sonship, to be correlations; that they ex- 
press correlations which exist of necessity, which are positive 
in the nature of things and indestructible. The father can- 
not become or be the son, nor the son the father; sonship 
can never be fatherhood, nor can Godhead ever become man- 
hood, and vice versa. Thestatement is made that the Christ 
(meaning Jesus) was very Gop, signifying by such language 
that he was the Supreme Being, the Infinite Father, and not 
by apotheosis, a god, because of his being the Great Teacher, 
anoble personage, heroic in purpose and performance of 
great and good deeds. 

Now sameness in quality, in some points, or in certain attri- 
butes, is not sameness in being or essential life. Sameness is 
not verisimilitude—nor is resemblance substantial identity. 
Likeness is not reality—quality is not equality. God, the 
Universal Father, animating all Humanity, and living inand 
moving all human bodies, as seen incarnated in every person 
of the human race,—that highest type of animalization,—is 
not man in any or all of those having the human body, but 
very God, and he alone is such. Nor is man, or the human 
family, coming into being or earth-life, without maternity, 
having origin alone in Divine Paternity, and being, of all his 
offspring, the most beloved progeny, ever, in this life, or in 
that which is to come, otherwise than man, though, in being 
and attributes, God-like:—never otherwise than offspring, 
though having the qualities and likeness of the Mather :—never 
having equality with the Father, or being very God. If these 
views are not correct, then correlatives are only convertible 
words, at will, and the ideas which they express are nothing 
but the baseless fabrics of disordered minds. 

It is represented in the paragraph quoted, that Jesus was 
the sole incarnation of the Deity, and that in his flesh or 


body, God became human and was made subject, through | 


that body, to physical laws—that he was then a man (?) of the 
same moral faculties as man generally; of the same mental 
nature; subject to precisely the same trials and temptations, 
only without the weakness of sin! Was this paragraph, 
among others, what the spirit referred to in our conversation? 
There is neither sound reason nor reliable scripture, in Eng- 
lish, or elsewhere, for such teaching. 

God never became man, nor man-like; on the contrary, not 
Jesus alone, but the human race to which he belonged by 
natural birthright, became God-like. Man became what he 
is, by being fashioned in the image of God—created God-like 
—God his Parent. The ancient pagan poet, Aratas, hath 
well said: 

For we are also his offspring, 


There is, indeed, a scripture from the pen of Paul, concern- 
ing Jesus, which, in the common version, some persons may 
think, favors the dogmas of the Plymouth Preacher, put forth 
in the paragraph we have taken from his book; which scrip- 
ture runs thus: ‘‘ Who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God.—(Phillipians, chap. ii, 
verse 6.) The original Greek of this should be rendered thus : 
“Who, being in the image of Deity, deemed it not a violent 
presumption to be like unto Deity.” Hence, it is seen that 
this scripture, when truly translated, conflicts with the notion 
that Jesus is very God; the claim here is nothing higher than 
likeness, which also belongs to all the children of God. Is it 
other than nonsense to say of very God, he is like yery God? 


If it be not nonsense, how incongruous! ; 
Mr. B, bends his biography to ġùadrate with the current 


"$9 man for hig uso and abuse, with no consideration what-’ notions concerning Jesus, as taught by theology, to-wit, that 


he is the only begotten Son of the Deity—one of the persons 
in tripartite relations of eternal existence, of universal gov- 
ernment, of the creation of worlds, etc., constituting the Su- 
preme Divinity or Godhead. Such doctrine, the churches 
say, finds authority in the gospel according to John, chap i, 
verse 18. The common version runs thus: 


_ No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


Mr. B., no doubt, considers this good authority for his aver- 
ments. But let me place here in juxtaposition the Greek of 
this translation of James’ men, as seen in the Vatican copy: 


Theon oudeis eoraken popote—monogenes theos, o on eis 
ton kolpon tou patros, ekeinos exegesato. 


I translate’ this as follows, using some words not seen in 
the Greek, but implied, which are put in italics: 

No one hath seen the Deity at any time—but Adam, a god, 
ithe alone-progeny of the Father, without maternity and as ex- 
ie in the bosom of the Father—he hath become his expo- 
inent. 
| In our Greek quotation above, it will be observed that there 
‘is no word for “ Son,” as soon in thecommon version, and 
‘that in place thereof is found the word theos, thus making 
‘immense difference in the meaning of the text; also that the 
‘word monogenes rendered only begot'en in the common. ver- 
sion, is falsified for the very purpose of sustaining just such 
an absurdity as this biography presents of its subject. Very 
God, indeed! 


There is nothing to show that Jesus is referred to in this 


‘seripture—its language has no application to him, but to the 


human family at large, in its inception, or earliest evolution. 
This translation of mine isin harmony with the account of 
the origin of man given in the Book of Genesis. Man came 
into being alone-produced by the Universal Father—without 
maternity—he had no mother—he was the alone-begotten, 
the alone-progeny of the Father. 

I observe here that the testimony I adduce, justly 
warrants my belief that neither Jesus. nor any other visible 
being, is or ever was very God. His teachings are in con- 
currence with my faith. Ido not find him inculeating such 
claim, Jesus, not alone, but in common with his brethren of 
the human family wasan exponent of the Deity. The divin- 
ity of the Universal Father, he and they hold in joint 
tenancy—heirs alike to an immortal inheritance. 

It would have been a wise step for Mr. B. to have takon. 
counsel of his venerable father, now a dweller in the spirit 
world, before publication of this work. It is said he com- 
municates with mortals. Ihave not seen his book from which 
has been taken the paragraph in question—but forming a 
judgment thereof, founded upon that sample, ab wno disce 
omnes, the production must fail to commend itself to a large 
body of the public. None but believers in the supernatural 
—the impossible—can accept its claims concerning the God- 
head of Jesus. 

It is, no doubt, owing to a credulous, educational, heredi- 
tary acceptance of the false version, and the false interpreta- 
tion of scripture texts, that the book in question puts forth 
the Romish dogma seen in the extract therefrom. It follows 
that the doctrines—the Immaculate Conception of Mary— 
that she is the Mother of God—are sound, sensible, logical! 

How great is the extravagance—how blind the fanaticism 
of the Common Faith—how lasting the grasp which a pseudo- 
system of theology, and an impossible philosophy have fas- 
tened on the minds of men! 

Why is this? The answer is, because Theology has con- 
tinued to establish its own exclusively religious and dog- 
matic schools and seminaries not-only, but to fill all the prin- 
cipal chairs of learning in the colleges and universities, with 
its professors—its hold in this behalf has never been weak- 
ened nor its progress in this direction ever been checked or 
impeded. Once it held unquestionable sovereignty over all 
the people—it placed in all the pulpits men who had received 
its fostering care and teaching at its strongholds of learning 
—and from these so-called sacred places, the pulpits, was 
alone obtained all the information on spiritual and religious 
matters that ever reached the minds of the masses, and 
nearly all they ever received on literary and scientific 
matters, these sometimes being brought before them collate- 
rally to illustrate or prove some proposition or argument in 
a discourse. The meeting-house or lecture-room was the 
only Lyceum Hall—the people who were its main attendants 
and supporters, were the elect, the chosen, the church, par 
excellence. The minister settled on a salary, for life, during 
good behavior, or until deposed or dismissed by his fellows, 
to whose association or consociation he belonged, was town 
teacher—secular and sacred preacher—and general super- 


visor of the marriage of men and maidens, of the baptism of 
babes, of the burials of all classes! 

But knowledge of all kinds, and especially that which once 
came only through the doctors of divinity, now reaches the 
minds of. men through other means—the press has come to 
relieve the anxious student and honest inquirer after truth, 
and to break the bondage which held such multitudes in 
subjection, The difference between yesterday and to-day, 
is this: then, conditions were involuntary—now, none need. 
wear shackles—men may run and not be weary, walk and not 
faint, The press has popularized Science, Literature and 
Religion. The people now have within their reach, through 
the newspaper, what they once were obliged to get through 
the pulpit, if obtained at all. The ponderous review and 
theological magazine were the store-pages of the learned dis- 
quisitions of the day. They were too learned and technical 
and costly for the common readers. The professional few 
alone could afford them or well understand them. ‘They 
were not written for the people—the elite, the elect only, 
were to be admitted within the sacred penetralia. 

Popularization of theology and of general learning has in- 
creased so fast and gone so far by means of the press, schools, 
etc., that the pulpit has lost its prestige to a certain extent, 
and is now only a secondary affair, a shorn institution. 'The 
pews upon which the pulpit once poured its treasures of 
learning, have been evacuated by the earnest and sincere 
seekers after truth and knowledge, and their successors have 
converted them into soft sofas, for a solemn or smirking 
sentimentalism to sit upon, on Sundays, whose visible flesh 
and blood embodiments make handsome exhibition of pèr- 
fumed and sweet-scented dress and fashionable attire— 
sanctuary in these days, vieing with show-shop of gewgaws, 
with saloon of gay frivolity. For the man of sense, of 
thought, of research, the meeting-house and its fellow-edifice, 
claiming to be holier, and Hence calling itself the Church, 
have but little attraction, and less of profit. The peaceful, 


current periodical literature, cannot fail to afford greater 
entertainment, and to be productive of larger spiritual 
profits, 


quiet fireside, and the library stocked with books and the — 
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path—wife, children or reputation, if need pbe—should fall 
before this purpose.”’ 

I did not read it. I saw enough without reading. My 
spirit rose within me as never before. 

“Theodore,” I said, “tell me what means this quotation 
from Mr. Beecher. Two years ago you came to me at mid- 
night, saying, ‘Elizabeth, all letters and papers concerning 
my difficulty with Mr. Beecher and Mr. Bowen are burned, 
destroyed; now don’t you betray me, for I have nothing to 
defend myself with.’ ”? 

‘Did you believe that?” said he. 

“T certainly did, implicitly,” I said. 

“ Well, let me tell you—they all live; not one is destroyed.” 

Tf this was said to intimidate me it had quite the contrary 
effect. I had never been so fearless nor seen so clearly before 
with whom I was dealing. 

Coming to me a little later he said: “I want you to read 
it; you will find it a vindication of yourself. You have not 
stood before the community for five years as you now do.” 

Roused still further by the wickedness hid behind so false 
a mask, I replied: “Theodore, understand me, this is the 
last time you call me publicly to walk through this filth. My 
character needs no vindication at this late hour from you. 
There was a time, had you spoken out clearly, truthfully and 
manfully for me, I had been grateful; but now I shall speak 
and act for myself. Know also that if in the future I see a 
scrap of paper referring to any human being, however re- 
mote, which it seems to me you might use or pervert for 
your own ends, I will destroy it.” 

“This means battle on your part, then,” said ‘he. 

“ Just so far,” I replied. 

I write this because these words of mine he has since used 
to my harm. 

The next morning I went to my brother and told him that 
now I had decided to act in this matter; that I had been 
treated by my husband as. a nonentity from the beginning, a 
plaything to be used or let alone at will; that it had always 
seemed to me I was a party not a little concerned. I then 
showed him a card I had made for publication. 

He respected the motive, but still advised silence on my 
part, I yielded to him thus far as to appearing in the public 
prints; but counseling with myself and no other it occurred 
to me that'among the brethren of my own communion I 
might be heard. 

Not knowing of any church committee, lasked the privilege! 
of such an interview in the parlors of those who had always 
been our mutual friends. Mr. and Mrs. Ovington then 
learned, for the first time, that the committee would meet 
that night, and advised me to see those gentleman as perhaps 
the goodliest persons I could select. This I accordingly did. 

There, alone, I pleaded the cause of my husband and my 
children, the result being that their hearts were moved in 
sympathy for my family—a feeling their pastor had shared 
for years, and for which he was now suffering. 

On going home I tound my husband reading in bed. I told 
him where I had been, and that I did not conceal anything 
from him, as his habit was from me. Heasked who the gen- 


tlemen were; said no more; rose, dressed himself, and bade à; 


me good-by forever. 

The midnight following I was awakened by my husband 
standing by mybed. Inavery tender, kind voice, he said 
he wished to see me. I rose instantly, followed him into his 
room, and sitting on the bedside, he drew me into his lap, 
said ‘‘he was proud of me, loved me; that nothing ever gave 
him such real peace and satisfaction as to hear me well 
spoken of; that, meeting a member of the committee, he had 
learned that he had been mistaken as to my motive in seeing 
the committee, and had hastened to assure me that he had 
been thoroughly wretched since his rash treatment of me the 
night before,” eto. 

Then and there we covenanted sacredly our hearts and 
lives—I most utterly—renewing my trust in the one human 
heart I loved. 

The next day how happy we were! Theodore wrote a 
statement to present to the committee when they should 
call upon him, to all of whioh I heartily acceded. ‘This 
document, God knows, was a true history of this affair, com- 
pletely vindicating my honor and the honor of my pastor. In 
the afternoon he left me to show it to his friends. 

He returned home early in the evening, passing the hap- 
piest hours I had known for years, renewedly assuring me 
that there was no rest for him away from me. So in grate- 
ful love to the dear Father I slept. Oh, that the end had 
then come! I would not then record the cruel blow ‘‘ which 
madea woman mad outright.” 

The next morning he called upon our friends, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ovington, and there, with ashocking bravado, began a wicked 
tirade, adding, with oath and violence, the shameless slan- 
ders against Mr. Beecher of which I now believe him to be 
the author. 

This fearful scene I learned next day. In the afternoon he 
showed me his invitation from the committee to meet them 
that evening. I did notthen show my hurt, but carried it 
heavily within, but calmly without, all night, till early morn- 
ing. 

Reflection upon this scene at Mr. Ovington’s convinced me 
that, notwithstanding my hushand’s recent professions to 
me, his former spirit was unchanged; that his declarations 
of repentance and affection were only forthe purpose of gain- 
ing my assistance to accomplish his ends in his warfare upon 
Mr. Beecher. In the light of these conclusions my duty ap- 
peared plain. 

I rose quietly, and, having dressed, roused him only to 
say, “Theodore, I will never take another step by your side. 
The end has indeed come.” 

He followed me to Mrs. Ovington’s to breakfast, saying I 
was unduly excited and that he had been misrepresented, 
perhaps, but leaving me determined as before. 

How to account for the change which twenty-four hours 
have been capable of working in his mind, then many years 
past, I leave for the eternities with these mysteries to reveal. 


That he is an unreliable and, unsafe guide, whose idea of | 


satis Ss as 


truth-loving is self-lo ving, it is my. misfortune in this ie 
sad hour to discovery. ELIZABETH R. TILTON. 
July 28, 1874. 


MR. BEECHER’S CARD. 


I do not purpose at this time a detailed examination of the 
remarkable statement of Mr. Theodore Tilton made before 
the Committee of Investigation and which appeared in the 
Brooklyn Argus of July 21, 1874. I recognize the many 
reasons which make it of transcendant importance to myself, 
the Church, and the cause of public morality, that I shall 
give a full answer to the chargesagainst me. But having re- 
quested the Committee of Investigation to search this matter 
to the bottom, it is to them that I must look for my vindica- 
tion. But I cannot delay for an hour to defend the reputa- 
tion of Mrs. Elizabeth: R. Tilton, upon whose name, in con- 
nection with mine, her husband has attempted to pour 
shame. 

One less deserving of such disgrace I never knew. From 
childhood she has been under my eye, and since reaching 
womanhood she has had my sincere admiration and affec- 
tion. I cherish for her a pure feeling, such as a gentleman 
might honorably offer to a Christian woman, and which she 
might receive and reciprocate without moral scruple. Ire- 
ject with indignation every imputation which reflects upon 
her honor ormy own. My regard for Mrs. Tilton was per- 
fectly well known to my family. When serious difficulties 
sprang up in her housebold it was to my wife that she re- 
sorted for counsel, and both of us, acting from sympathy, 
and, as it subsequently appeared, without full knowledge, 
gave unadvised counsel, which tended toharm. I have no 
doubt that Mr. Tilton found that his wife’s confidence and 
reliance upon my judgment had greatly increased, while his 
influence had diminished in consequence of a marked change 
in his religious and social views which were taking place 
during those years. Her mind was greatly exercised lest her 
children should be harmed by views which she deemed! 
vitally false and dangerous. I was suddenly and rudely 
aroused to the reality of impending danger by the disclosure 
of domestic distress, of sickness perhaps unto death, of the 
likelihood of separation, and the scattering of a family every 
member of which I had tenderly loved. The effect upon me 
of the discovery of the state of Mr. Tilton’s feelings and the 
condition of his family surpassed in sorrow and excitement 
anything that I had ever experienced in my life. That my 
presence, influence and counsel had brought to a beloved 
family sorrow and alienation gave (in my then state of mind) 
a poignancy to my suffering which I hope no other man may 
ever feel. Even to be suspected of having offered, under the 
privileges of a peculiarly sacred relation, an indecorous word 
to a wife and mother, could not but deeply wound any one 
who is sensitive to the honor of womanhood. There were 
peculiar reasons for alarm in this case on other grounds, inas- 
much as I was then subject to certain malignant rumors, and 
a flagrant outbreak in this family would bring upon them an 
added injury derived from these shameless falsehoods. 

Believing at the time that my presence and counsels had 
tended, however unconsciously, to produce a social catastro- 
phe, represented as imminent, I gave expression to my feel- 
ings in an interview with a mutual friend, not in cold and 
cautious, self-defending words, but eagerly, taking blame 
upon myself, and pouringrout my heart to my friend in the 
strongest language, overburdened with the exaggerations of 
impassioned sorrow. Had I been the evil man Mr. Tilton 
now represents, I should have been calmer and more prudent. 
It was my horror of the evil imputed that filled me with mor- 
bid intensity at the very shadow of it. Not only was my 
friend affected generously, but he assured me that such ex- 
pressions, if conveyed to Mr. Tilton, would soothe wounded 
feeling, allay anger, and heal the whole trouble. He took 
down sentences and fragments of what I had been saying, to 
use them as a mediator. A full statement of the circumstan- 
ces under which this memorandum was made I shall give to 
the Investigating Committee. That these apologies were 
more than ample to meet the facts of the case is evident, in 
that they were accepted, that our intercourse resumed its 
friendliness, that Mr. Tilton subsequently ratified itin writing, 
and that he has continued for four years, and until within 
two weeks, to live with his wife. Is it conceivable, if the 
original charge had been what it is now alleged, that he 
would have condoned the offense, not only with the mother 
of his children, but with him whom he believed to have 
wronged them? The absurdity as well as the falsity of this 
story is apparent when it is considered that Mr. Tilton now 
alleges that he carried this guilty secret of his wife’s infi- 
delity for six months locked up in his own breast, and that 
then he divulged it to me, only that there might be a recon- 
ciliation with me! Mr. Tilton has since, in every form of 
language, and to a multitude of witnesses, orally, in written 
statements, and in printed documents, declared his faith in 
his wife’s-purity. After the reconciliation of Mr. Tilton 
with me, every consideration of propriety and honor de- 
manded that the family trouble should be kept in that se- 
clusion which domestic affairs have a right to claim as a 
sanctuary; and to that seclusion it was determined that it 
should be confined. 

Every line and word of my private and confidential letters 
which have been published are in harmony with the statements 
which 1 now make. My published correspondence on this 
subject comprises but two elements: the expression of my 
grief and that of my desire to shield the honor of a pure and 
innocent woman. 

1 do not propose to analyze and contest at this time the ex- 
traordinary paper of Mr. Tilton; but there are two allega- 
tions which I cannot permit to pass without special notice. 
They refer to the only two incidents which Mr. Tilton pre- 
tends to have witnessed personally—the one an alleged scene 
in my house while looking over engravings; and the other a 
chamber scene in his own house. Hisstatements concerning 
these are absolutely false. Ncthing of the kind ever occurred, 
nor any semblance of any such things. They are now brought 
to my notice for the first time. 

To every statement which connects me dishonorably with 


indiscretion of Miss Susan B. Anthony. 
the Tiltons when'the alleged discovery was made by Mr. Til- 
ton. Her story is that Mrs. Tilton came to her room one 
night complaining of the violence of ‘‘ Theodore,” ‘and the 
matter was talked over fully at the breakfast table the next 
morning. 


Mrs. Elizabeth R. Tilton, or which in anywise would impugn 
the honor and purity of this beloved Christian woman, I give 
the most explicit, comprehensive, and solemn denial. 


Henry WARD BEECHER. 


Brooklyn, July 22, 1874. 


HOW THE SCANDAL ORIGINATED. 
The Graphic publishes the story of a correspondent which 


may justify the Investigating Committee in calling Miss 
Susan B. Anthony before them, but which is as inconsistent 
with Tilton’s indictment as with Mr. Beecher’s denial. It 
reads like women’s gabble about what they have heard, mis- 
understood, and kept hot by stewing over it. 


« According to my information the explosion occurred in 


this wise; Miss Susan B. Anthony (through whom, it is 
alleged, the story subsequently became public, she relating it 
to all her female associates) was stopping at Mr. Tilton’s 
house. 
meanor toward his wife, and it is said had given her renewed 
cause for jealousy. She was provoked beyond endurance 
and filled with a desire to humiliate’him. 
terance she 
guest alluded to, that she had been as’ faithless to her 
marriage vows as he had been to his. 
followed. 
her intimacy with her pastor came out. 
as I have depicted them, explain how the story gòt abroad. 
The secret, which should have been guarded by Theodore 
Tilton, Henry Ward Beecher, Mrs. Tilton, and their mutual 
friend, Frank Moulton, was first of all babbled about in the 
clique of woman suffragists, and finally found its way to the 
public.” 


Tilton ‘had been unusually exasperating in his de- 


In passionate ut- 


told ` him, in the presence of ‘the 
A tremendous scene 
Finally the whole story of 


The circumstances, 


Tilton was furious. 


THE GREAT SCANDAL. 
HOW THE SECRET CAME OUT—IMPORTANT FACTS. 
To the Editor of the Daily Graphic: 
Please make room for the following points which may serve 


to throw a light upon the great scandal now agitating this 
community. In reciting them, I know fully whereof I speak: 


1. Tilton was not acquainted with Mrs. Woodhull until 


nearly a year after the difficulty in his family. His acquaint- 
ance with her was due to thé fact that it came to his knowl- 
edge ‘that ‘she was in possession of his family secret. His 
famous life of that woman was written in the endeavor to 
placate her and prevent the. publication of the scandal. 


2, The story of the'scandal got to the public through the 
She was a guest of 


3. The first person who communicated the alleged facts 


to Mrs. Woodhull was Mrs. Elizabeth'Cady Stanton,who had 
received them in confidence from Miss Anthony, and of 
course they were told in the same way to all the family ac- 
quaintances of those two distinguished reformers. 


4. Tt is understood» that Mrs, Woodhull ‘has in her posses- 
sion a letter writ other of Miss Susan B. Anthony, 


a resident of Kansas, in which the whole story of the sceno 
witnessed by his sister at tue house of the Tiltons is told. 


5. Tilton really tried to save his wife from this scandal. He 


did not confess the facts even to his most intimate friends 
and did all that a man could do to keep it secret until he was 
fairly driven to the wall. 


6. There is no doubt that at the time of this difficulty 
‘‘free-love’’ doctrines had a great deal 10 do with the catas- 
trophe; that they wero'held in a measure by all the parties 
to this unhappy scandal. The celebrated “free divorce”’ ed - 
itorials in the Independent were written by Tilton subsequent 
to the discovery of the alleged scandal in his own family. 

7. There is no allegation on record of any infidelity on Til- 


ton’s part before the discovery of the supposed guilt of his 
wife. Whatever charges are against him date from a sub- 


sequent period. 

8. This was nota case’of deliberate seduction on the Dane 
of Mr. Beecher, if thé facts ‘areas they are represented tobe. 
She was angered at her husband for his self-sufficiency, his 
want of consideration for her, and what seemed to'her jeal - 
ous mind his probable infidelities. She went to Mr. Beecher 
for counsel, and in the prolonged interviews which ensued 


the intimacy occurred—if the facts are as Tilton supposes 


them to be. 
In closing I venture the prediction that it will be found at 
the bottom of this whole affair that Mr. Beecher held a sex- 


ual theory which he believes to be in advance of the present - 


constitution of society, and if the facts are as alleged he has 
fallen because of following out a higher law, as he supposed, 
than that which controls the conventions of our present 
society. INQUIRER. 


[From the Brooklyn Argus, July 25.] 

Yesterday we printed un article from the Graphic purport- 
ing to be a “revelation” of the manner in which the scandal 
first floated to the surface. To-day we are able to state that 
the account isnot indorsed by Mr. Tilton. A reporter of 
the Argus called at Mr. Ovington’s residence, and the state- 
ment was handed to Mrs. Tilton. Mrs. Tilton expressed 
herself much astonished and grieved at the many inac- 
curacies, if not misrepresentations, which find their way 
into print regarding her unfortunate relations with her hus- 
band. She stated that, in the article referred to, expressions 
are put into her mouth which are much more like those of 
Mr. Tilton than any she would use. It was true, however, 
that Mrs. Susan B. Anthony had visited her home—and, un- 
fortunately, too many of her class to contribute to the happi- 
ness of that home. It was in consequence of such visitors 
that her own old and intimate friends ceased calling on her, 
and left her alone and abandoned by the society of her own 
preference. 

Since her separation from Mr. Tilton, she says sho has 
received numerous letters from her old friends in all parts 

of the country, congratulating her on her withdrawal from 
the circle of those who had made her home objectionable 
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to them, and professing renewed friendship and esteem. 
Still, she has not the faintest recollection of any such scene 
as the one described in the Graphic as having occurred in 
presence of Mrs. Susan B. Anthony. Mrs. Tilton said she 
had been much annoyed by the misstatement of some news- 
paper to the effect that her published answer to Mr. Tilton’s 
arraignment of Mr. Beecher had been prepared in concert 
with certain lawyers. The fact, she says, is that she closeted 
herself alone at ten o’clock at night, and spent until three 
o’clock next morning in preparing that document. She 
afterward read it to Mr. Ovington, and the only alterations 
not made by herself were some grammatical changes and 
alterations of punctuation. 


The reporter inquired whether she intended to occupy the 
old home at No. 174 Livingston street. 

Mrs. Tilton expressed herself as unable to state yet, or be- 
fore the articles of separation have been completed and exe- 
cuted. One thing she could state, however, and that is, that 
sO many melancholy associations are connected with the 
place that she dreads the effect they might produce on her 
mind and heart. In this the counsel of her friends concur. 

Mrs. Tilton is calm in her demeanor and expresses her 
entire confidence in a favorable result of the present investi- 
gation. A gentleman present suggested that the undecided 
state of the controversy was highly prejudicial to the moral 
sentiment of the youth of our community, when persons in 
so elevated positions were even suspected.of the alleged 
crime, and Mr. Ovington stated that such was precisely the 
view taken by the committee, who were, he firmly believed, 
determined to put Mr. Beecher through a most rigorous and 
searching examination. He believed, however, that Mr. 
Beecher would come out of this trouble brighter and stronger 
than he. ever was, and when his detailed answer to the 
specific charges contained in Mr. Tilton’s complaint were 
published, the community would be fully able to arrive at a 
just verdict. 


The following letter, which has been in type in our office 
for three months, may cast some light upon the matter: 


“NOT GUILTY! BUT DON’T DO IT AGAIN.” 


ONEONTA, N. Y., April 13, 1874. 

Mrs. Woodhull—During the past ten years we have beeu 
traveling nearly all of the time, and have often been made 
the welcome guest of those who read and admire your paper. 
Most of the time, of late years more especially, we have ad- 
vocated the cause of temperance, to the exclusion of other 
questions of perhaps equal impcrtance. 

Our interest in every phase of reform has never faltered, 
put by pursuing our present course, we have hoped to carry 
progressive thoughts into homes and channels to be reached 
by no other means, but we now feel that the time is coming 
for us to take a more advanced position, nearer the front of 
the radical army. 

We have worked with the church, and have often been 
accused of inculoating doctrines which we do not regard as 
true, and of assenting to those which we know to be false; 
and it is true that while speaking, as we have been, most of 
the time, in churches, we have;been compelled to restrain 
some of our best thoughts in order to obtain a hearing; but 
now we are beginning to feel that the truth must be spoken, 
if it close the door of every church. 

The following are some of the reasons: There are too many 
who are hiding their light under a greenback rather than a 
bushel. “To-day I have has) avery pleasant interview with 
B. W. Capron, Esq., editor of the Oneonta Herald and Demo- 
crat. He informed me that Elizabeth Cady Stanton told him 
not two weeks since that your statement was true with re- 
gard to the Beecher-Tilton Scandal; that herself and Miss 
Susan B. Anthony had the story both from Tilton and his 
wife; that the latter fled from her husband and passed the 
night with Miss Anthony. Mrs. Stanton and Mrs. Anthony 
passed the night at Tilton’s, and the next morning they talked 
the whole scandal over with Mr. and Mrs. Tilton. 

Mrs. Stanton says that she told others, and that the facts 
were all known to Mrs. Paulina Wright Davis. This shows 
that while you are persecuted and imprisoned, somebody is 
hiding their light for the loaves and fishes. 

But if my letters have no other merit, they shall at least 
be short. Before writing again we hope to visit the Oneida 
Community and find out what use they are making, and in- 
tend to make, of the light which they possess. 

From the account of the Crusade at Delhi, N. Y., you will 
see that the whisky war is opening the way for woman to 
march to the polls and vote. In this instance some of the 
women worked against their husbands, and some of the 
daughters defeated their fathers. 

Respectfully yours for the light that shines, 

B. M. Lawrence, M. D. 


It would seem from these facts that Mr. Tilton was not 
the primal originator of the scandal, but that it was first 
given vent by Mrs. Tilton to Miss Anthony; but is this true? 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


The testimony of Mr. Tilton was telegraphed by the As- 
sociated Press all over the country, and every newspaper 
had lengthy editorials regarding its subject-matter. It is 
impossible for the WEEKLY to present more than a sample 
of those opinions. The following from the Chicago Times 
is representative of that portion which is induced to favor 
Mr. Tilton’s side of the case, and we offer it as such: 

THE DOWNFALL OF BEECHER, 

At last the curtain has been lifted and the public is al- 
lowed to look behind the- scenes in the greatest and most 
dramatic scandal of modern times. The sights that there 
meet the eye will shock and grieve the wholeworld. Henry 
Ward Beecher, for a quarter of a century the idol of the 
American pulpit; an orator of wonderful accomplishments; 
a preacher favored with extraordinary success in the work 
to which he was devoted; a Christian, apparently, against 
whom the tongue of scandal would be palsied; petted by 
men, adored by women; lauded to the skies by Christians 


and respected by infidels—this man, apparently so far above 
his fellows in all that constitutes the true man and the devout 
Christian, has had the mask stripped from his face and now 
stands before the American people in all the hideousness of 
his true nature—an accomplished seducer, 2 heartless liber- 
tine, a shameless traducer of his best friends and most self- 
sacrificing defenders. Fallen from his high estate, he has 
become a social leper, whose very touch is contamination; 
whose breath reeks with pollution. 

The statement of Theodore Tilton of the causes that brought 
about the breach between himself and Mr. Beecher is pub- 
lished this morning. It charges, in brief, that in 1868 Beech- 
er, by employing such arts as he was capable of using, seduced 
Mrs. Tilton, and for a year and a half afterward continued 


to maintain immoral relations with her. The charge was 


confessed both by: Mrs. Tilton and Mr. Beecher, and both 
expressed the greatest and most sincere repentance for the 
act. Moved by various considerations, among which were 
the belief that his wife was more sinned against than sinning, 
and a desire to avoid public scandal both on his own account 
and that of Mr. Beecher, Mr. Tilton condoned his wife’s 
offense on her expressing sorrow at her crime, and accepted 
a written apology from her seducer, and the matter was for 
atime hushed. 

But it was not entirely in the power of the principals to 
the affair to keep it from the public, for other ears than 
theirs had heard of the great wrong done, and not influenced 
by the considerations that controlled the parties to it, sent 
whisperings abroad that soon attracted other notice. First 
the Woodhull published hints of the true state of affairs; 
then the late Congregational council of Brooklyn took it up, 
and fifially Dr. Bacon, with ill-considered zeal in the cause 
of Mr. Beecher, perambulated the country with a series of es- 
says mainly devoted to the abuse of Mr. Tilton. Goaded to 
desperation, Mr. Tilton resolved upon vindicating his own 
character, that has been so long aspersed, and has given to 
the public the astounding statement of to-day. 

All who peruse the statement will be convinced of its truth. 
Mr. Tilton substantiates his charges by incontrovertible 
proofs. Mr. Beecher’s letters, the confession of Mrs. Tilton, 
the evidence of Messrs. Francis D. Moulton and F. B. Car- 
penter, two of Mr. Beecher’s most intimate and trusted 
friends, all agree in fixing upon the Plymouth pastor the 
stigma of the seducer. The chain of evidence is complete, 
and in any court of law would lead to conviction. Unfortu- 
nately for Mr. Beecher, there are few loopholes through 
which escape may be made. 

But it may be said that judgment isrendered onan ex 
parte hearing of the case. It istrue, Mr. Beecher hus not 
been heard in his own defense. But in the face of his nu- 
merous letters confessing the crime,which are quoted by Mr, 
Tilton, what justification can he offer? He must either prove 
that Tilton has forged all the letters that he quotes and is a 
shamefaced perjurer and liar— an utter impossibility—or 
confess to the indictment presented by his. accuser. 

What the effect of these startling disclosures will be cannot 
now be foretold. To Mr. Beecher the story must be a humili- 
ating revelation. To be branded as a hypocrite, the seducer 
of the wife of a friend, the maligner of the man he has in- 
jured, and a heartless libertine would be almost a death-blow 
to many men, and to a man in Mr. Beecher’s exalted position 
it must be doubly severe. Death, as he himself says, would 
be infinitely preferable to exposure. Of one thing the public 
may rest assured: Mr. Beecher dare not again show his head 
in the pulpit of Plymouth church. Should he do go, public 
morality would be outraged and the cause he espoused cruelly 
wronged. The public has a right to demand personal purity 
in those who set themselves up as expounders of the divine 
law, and will not tolerate the presence of a self-confessed 
despoiler of female virtue in a Christian pulpit. 


The following from the N. Y. Sum is a fair representation 
of that portion of the press which is at all analytic: 


MR. BEECHER’S DENIAL AND HIS LETTERS. 


The Times calls attention to a singular inconsistency inthe 
statement of Mr. Beecher published yesterday. In the first 
place he denies very explicitly every allegation connecting 
him dishonorably with Mrs. Tilton, “or which in any wise 
would impugn the honor and purity of this beloved Christian 
woman;’’ and he “rejects with indignation every imputa- 
tion which reflects upon her honor or his own.” This is quite 
clear, although the language in many respects is uncommon, 
and such as would not have been used under such circum- 
stances by an ordinary man whose purpose was merely to 
repel the charge that he had committed the crime of adultery. 
But when Mr. Beecher goes on to explain what he really did, 
and what was the ground of the breach between himself and 
Mr. Tilton, he becomes vague, cloudy and hard to under- 
stand. The sense of his explanation, however, seems to be 
that he has interfered in a domestic quarrel between Mr. and 
Mrs. Tilton; that Mr. Tilton found that his wife placed more 
confidence in Mr. Beecher’s judgment than in his own; and 
that this was the extent and the only cause of his offending 
either against Mr. Tilton or against the principles of correct 
conduct. 

Now we earnestly trust, not merely for the sake of Mr. 
Beecher, but for the sake of religion and morality, that this 
may be proved to be the truth and nothing but the truth; 
but’ when we come to compare the letters of Mr. Beecher, 
published in Mr. ‘Tilton’s statement, and which he now ad- 
mits to be correctly published, the difficulty of reconciling 
them with the theory he sets up is at once seen to be very 
great and serious. Let us look into this diffculty. 

On February 7, 1871, Mr. Beecher wrote to Mr. Moulton in 
the following remarkable manner: 

“ Many, many friends has God raised up to me, but to no one of them 
has he ever given the opportunity and the wisdom so to serve me as you 
have. You have also proved Theodore’s friend and Elizabeth’s. Does 
God look down from heaven on three unhappier creatures that more 
need a friend than these? Is it not an intimation of God’s intent of 
mercy to all that each one of these has in you a tried and proved friend? 
But only in you are we thus united. Would to God, who orders all 
hearts, that by hie kind mediation, Theodore, Elizabeth and I could be 
made friends again! Theodore will have the hardest task in such a case 


but has he not proved himself capable of the noblest things? I wonder 
if Elizabeth knows how generously he has carried himself toward me. 
Of course I can never speak with her again without his permission, and 
I do not know that even then it would be best.” 

Now this certainly does not contain an outright confession 
of adultery, and it is not necessarily an implication even that 
adultery has been committed. People have been in as deep 
grief and agony and as contrite in spirit from various other 
causes; but how can these utterances be reconciled with the 
idea that nothing had been done by the parties except that 
two of them had a family quarrel, and the third had inter- 
vened in it either to reconcile or to separate? ‘Does God 
look down from heaven on three unhappier creatures that 
more need a friend than these?’’ These are Mr. Beecher's 
words; but it must be remembered that although he is a 
man of warm and excitable feelings, he was fifty-seven years 
old when they were written, and had a vast- experience of 
life and a cultivated skill in the use of language. And on 
the same day he writes to Mrs. Tilton, having obtained per- 
missien from her husband through Mr. Moulton, the sub- 
joined letter: 

“ BROOKLYN, Feb. 7, 1871. 

“ My Dear Mrs. Tilton—When I saw you last I did not expect ever to 
see you again, or to be alive many days. God was kinder to me than 
were my own thoughts. The friend whom God sent to me—Mr. Moul- 
ton—has proved, above all friends that I ever had, able and willing to 
help me in this terrible emergency of my life. Hishand it was that tied 
up the storm that was ready to burst on our heads. You have no friend, 
Theodore excepted, who has it in his power to serve you go vitally, and 
who will do it with such delicacy and honor. It does my sore heart 
good to see in Mr. Moulton an unfeigned respect and honor for you. It 
would kill me if I thought otherwise. He will be as true a friend to 
your honor and happiness asa brother could be to a sister’s. In him we 
have a common ground. You and I may meetin him. The past is end- 
ed, but is there no future, no wiser, higher, holier future? May not this 
friend stand as a priest in the new sanctuary of reconciliation and medi- 
ate and bless Theodore and my most unhappy self? Do not let my 
earnestness fail of itsend. You believe inmy judgment. I have put 
myself wholly and gladly into Moulton’s hands, and there I must meet 
you. This is sent with Theodore’s consent, but he has not read it. 
Will you return it to me by his own hand? I am very earnest in this 
wish, for all our sakes, as such a letter ought not to be subject to even 
a chance of miscarriage. 

Your unhappy friend, “ HENRY WARD BEECHER.” 


“ When I last saw you,” he says, “ I did not expect ever to 
see you again or to be alive many days.” Can it be that 
words like these fall from one who has only gone through a 
common experience in attempting to end in one way or 
another a controversy: between a man and his wife? Does 
one who has only tried to intervene in such an affair come 
out of it with an expectation and a desire not to be alive 
many days? And he speaks of “this terrible emergency of 
my life.” Is this only a rhetorical exaggeration of one alien- 
ated from a friend inso simple a way as Mr. Beecher would 
have us believe? And what was “tho storm that was ready 
to burst on their heads?’ All this is strange, indeed, if it 
refers to nothing more than the subject alleged in Mr. 
Beecher’s statement. 

But take the following letter of Mr. Beecher’sto Mr. Moul- 
ton dated, as Mr. Tilton says, on Sunday morning, June 1, 
1873: 

“ My Dear Frank—I am determined to make no more resistance. 
Theodore’s temperament is such that the future, even if temporarily 
earned, would be absolutely worthless, and rendering me liable at any 
hour of the day to be obliged to stultify all the devices by which we 
saveu ourselves. It is only fair that he should know that the publica- 
tion of the card which he proposes would leave him worse off than 
before. The agreement, namely the tripartite covenant, was made after 
my letter through you to him, namely, the apology was written. He had 
had it a year; he had condoned his wife’s fault; he had enjoined upon 
me with the utmost earnestness and solemnity not to betray his wife 
nor leave his children to a blight. With such a man as Theodore Tilton 
there is no possible salvation for any that depend upon him, With a 
strong nature, he does not know how to govern it. There is no use in 
trying further. Ihave a strong feeling upon me, and it brings great 
peace, that I am spending my last Sunday and preaching my last ser- 
mon.” 

“The future,” says this letter, “even if temporarily 
earned, would be absolutely worthless, and rendering me 
liable at any hour of the day to be obliged to stultify all 
the devices by which we saved ourselves.” Saved themselves 
from what? From the exposure of a family quarrel? Why 
should so many devices be necessary to prevent such an ex- 
posure? And why would it, if it should come, render the 
future absolutely worthless? Then he goes on to admit that 
the famous apology was really his. This apology, he gays, 
Mr. Tilton had had a year; “he had condoned his wife’s 
fault; he had enjoined upon me with the utmost earnest- 
ness and solemnity not to betray his wife nor leave his ohil- 
dren to a blight.” Now it is certainly a tough problem to 
explain phrases like these upon Mr, Beecher’s theory. What 
fault of his wife’s was it that Mr. Tilton had condoned? 
Mr. Beecher knows the meaning of words as well as any 
other man, and he knows that “condone” is only applied 
to the forgiveness of a crime by the party injured. 

‘We now come to the most remarkable in this series of 
documents, the two letters written, as Mr. Tilton says, by 
Mr. Beecher—and no one can doubt that they are his after 
reading them—to be shown by Moulton to Tilton: 

“No man can see the difficulties that environ me, unless he stands 
where I do. To say that Ihave a church on my hands is simple enough; 
but to haye hundreds and thousands of men pressing me, each one with 
his keen suspicion, or anxiety, or zeal; to see the tendencies which, if 
not stopped, would break out into a ruinous defense of me; to stop 
them without seeming to do it; to prevent any one questioning me; to 
meet and allay prejudices against T. which had their beginnings years 
before; to keep serene, as if I was not alarmed or disturbed; to be cheer- 
ful at home and among friends, when I was suffering the torments of 
the damned; to pass sleepless nights often, and yet to come up fresh and 
fair for Sunday—all this may be talked about, but the real thing cannot 
be understood from the outside, nor its wearing or grinding on the 
nervous system.” 

‘If my destruction would place him (Mr. Tilton) all right, that shail 
not stand in the way. Iam willing to step down.and out; no one can 
offer more than that. That Ido offer. Sacrifice me without hesitation 
if you can clearly see your way to his safety and happiness thereby. In 
one point of view, I could desire the sacrifice on my part. Nothing can 
possibly be so bad as the power of the great darkness:in which I spend 
much of my time. I look upon death at sweeter far than any friend I 
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have in the world. Life would be pleasant, if I could see that rebuilt 
which is shattered. But to live on the sharp and ragged edgeof anxiety, 
remorse, fear, despair, and yet to put on an appearance of serenity and 
happiness, cannot be endured much longer. I am well-nigh discouraged. 
If you cease to trust me, to love me, I am alone. I do not know any 
person in the world to whom I could go.” 

What an affecting, what a heartrending picture of mental 
agoniesis here given! It ie impossible to find in literature, 
real or fictitious, anything to surpass the powerful touches 
of this master pen. But what is most clear and impressive 
in them is that for some reason Mr. Beecher was suffering 
the torments of the damned, and yet had to be cheerful at 
home and among friends. He passed sleepless nights often, 
and yet had to come up fresh and fair for Sunday. He had 
to attempt to allay prejudices against Tilton which had their 
beginnings years before, and he had to manage the hundreds 
and thousands of men pressing him with questions and 
threatening to engage in ruinous defenses of him—defenses 
against what but this very scandal? and all to prevent some 
exposure, some revelation, the publicity and investigation of 
something. ‘‘ Nothing,” he says, “can possibly be so bad as 
the power of the great darkness in which I spend much of 
my time.” ‘To live,” he exclaims, “on the sharp and 
ragged edge of anxiety, remorse, fear, despair, and yet to put 
on an appearance of serenity and happiness, cannot be en- 
dured much longer.” Alas! is this the expression of inno- 
cence? Isthis only the fear that some trifling and unim- 
portant occurrence may be revealed to the world? Was 
“the sharp and ragged edge of anxiety, remorse, fear and 
despair ” shaped out and pointed by simple interposition in 
a domestic controversy? We trust, earnestly trust, that Mr. 
Beecher may be able to show that it isso; but to ordinary 
common sense the effort seems beyond the reach of human 
faculties. 

These letters, however, are not complete without the 
apology: 

“My Dear Friend Moulton—I ask through you Theodore Tilton’s for- 
giveness, and humble myself before him as I do before my God. He 
would have been a better man in my circumstances than I have been, 
Ican ask nothing, except that he will remember all the other breasts 
that would ache. I will not plead for myself. I even wish that I were 
dead. But others must live to suffer. I will die before any one but my- 
self shall be inculpated,. All my thoughts are running out toward my 
friends and toward the poor child lying there and praying with her 
folded hands. She is guiltless, sinned against, bearing the transgression 
of another. Her forgiveness I haye. I humbly pray to God to put it 
into the heart of her husband to forgive me, I have trusted this to 
Moulton in confidence. “H, W. BEEOHER.” 

“I humble myself before him,” says Mr. Beecher, “as I 
do before my @od.” ‘I will die before any one but myself 
shall be inculpated.” “The poor child lying there ig guilt- 
less, sinned against, and bearing the transgression of another,” 
Now, taking all this in connection with the other letters and 
exclammations above given, it will certainly require abund- 
ant proof and very powerful argument to give to it the mean- 
ing its author now proposes to fix upon it. 

We are not disposed to condemn Mr, Beecher in advance 
of his defense; but we have stated the essential points which 
must be clearly met in order to make that defense effective. 


MR. BEECHER’S INITIATION IN FREE LOVE. 


Mrs. Victorra ©. WOooDHULL, Though a stranger to you 
personally, and though I am a member of Mr. Beecher’s con- 
gregation in Brooklyn and have great admiration for Mr 
Beecher, I write to you in behalf of fair play. Iam cogni- 
zant of the following circumstances which it is possible may 
have an important bearing upon Mr. Beecher’s convictions 
and belief in respect to what you call the ‘ social question,” 
and may therefore have an incidental bearing upon the 
statements you have made about him, and for which, in some 
manner, you have been made to suffer. About seventeen or 
eighteen years ago I was one of a company of persons who 
were invited to Mr. Beecher’s house, one memorable evening, 
to listen to Mr. Stephen Pearl Andrews, who was to give an 
exposition of the doctrines of individuality and individual 
sovereignty. 

We came together in Mr. Beecher’s ample parlors at half 
past seven o’clock; the three parlors were filled between 
that hour and eight o’clock, by a crowd of ladies and gentle- 
men, mostly of Mr. Beecher’s church and congregation, but 
in part also invited from other congregations and from out 
of town, probably about eighty persons in all. Among the 
auditors were several clergymen, one, a particular friend of 
Mr. Beecher, from a Western city, and others from the 
neighborhood. 

At eight o’clock Mr. Beecher called the meeting to order 
and made a short introductory speech which was, as nearly 
as I can recall it, to the effect that Mr. Andrews had recently 
published a book, called, I believe, ‘‘The Science of So- 
ciety,” or some similar name; that he, Mr. Beecher, had 
read the book; that it exhibited great talent and analytical 
acumen, and that it is claimed to furnish social relations of 
great importance, affecting the whole moral and religious 
conditions of the world. He added that he had been so 
much impressed by the book that -he had sought out Mr. 
Andrews and had had a private controversy on the subject. 
He said that the ideas contained in the book were either of 
the most immense value to the world, as the discovery of 
new truth, or that they were the most devilish heresies, 
tending to the destruction of all morality in the world; 
that he had charged upon Mr. Andrews a subtle and idsidi- 
ous attempt to undermine the marriage institution and all 
Christian morality; but that the replies which he had re- 
ceived from Mr. Andrews, while they had not convinced 
him or removed his objections, had satisfied him that the 
writer was a profound thinker in a new field of thought; and 
that as the result of their interview or interviews (I do. not 
clearly remember whether he spoke of one or many) he, 

Mr. Beecher, had himself proposed to Mr. Andrews that he 
should come as if cited to defend himself and his doctrines 
pefore an assemblage of his, Mr. Beecher’s, friends, whom 
he would convoke at his house for that purpose, to consist 
of the wisest and most discreet of the members of his congre- 
gation, and others upon whose judgment he relied, and that 


Mr. Andrews should restate in their presence his whole 
doctrine of Individuality or Social Freedom,with the under- 
standing that he was then to be cross-questioned, criticised’ 
and replied ‘to by Mr. Beecher himself, and by any other 
members of the assembly. 


After this introduction, Mr. Beecher placed an arm-chair 
in the middle of the first parlor, conducted Mr. Andrews to 
it, and requested him to proceed, without restriction or limi- 
tation, to make a full exposition of the doctrine of individ- 
ual freedom and of the sovereignty of the individual, notify- 
ing him again that he would afterward be submitted to the 
most rigorous cross-examination and criticism. 


Mr. Andrews then commenced and talked consecutively 
for, I should think, two hours and a half. 1 can make no 
attempt to repeat that remarkable discourse. I only remem- 
ber it as one of the most lucid. impressive and eloquent 
speeches J ever listened to; every sentence in it was clear as 
a bell, both in its vocal enunciation and in the thought that 
was conveyed in the words. I never knew an audience so 
spell-bound in my life. The discourse dealt in the funda- 
mental principles of human rights and human relationships. 
It said nothing directly of love between the sexes, nor of the 
marriage institution; it dealt, as L should say, with universal 
individual relations, or with things as they ought to be 
between man and man, man and woman, and between men 
and women and their children, in the world. It might 
almost be called an analysis of the social relations and the 
social conditions in what may be called a millennial world, 
and in respect to the moral principles upon which they wouid 
be based. It was altogether a wonderful discourse, and 
seemed to lift everybody present out of the mundane world 
into a higher and different atmesphere. 


At about half-past ten Mr. Andrews announced tlfut he 
had concluded, and was prepared to undergo questioning and 
criticism. The scene that followed is nearly indescribable. 
I never saw such eagerness in any company of people to call 
out more of expression from a speaker. The lecturer was 
fairly pelted and overwhelmed by a rush of questioning from 
every quarter. He quietly preserved, however, the position 
of a presiding officer, took up the various questions in their 
order, and replied to them in what seemed to be the most 
exhaustive and convincing manner. 

Mr. Beecher finally took the lead in propoanding the 
questions, and his object seemed to be to drive Mr. Andrews 
on to the most radical issues and consequences of the doc- 
trines he had propounded. It was he who forced the dis- 
cussion directly upon the love relations and the marriage- 
question, to which Mr. Andrews had not once directly ad. 
verted. Mr. Beecher seemed resolved to drive him to the 
wall by deducing consequeuces so radical from the doctrines 
he had stated, that he would shrink from avowing them; 
but every time a thrust of this kind was made, Mr. Andrews 


icalism, pointing out the remedies for the supposed evils as 
resulting from the necessary workings of the principles 
themselves. The interest in the subject seemed constantly 
to deepen and increase until it became almost painful. Mr. 


{| Beecher. said: “ Do you see Mr. Andrews, that the conse- 


gence of this doctrine would be to dissolve the whole mar- 
riage Institution ?” 

My. Andrews.—‘I do.” 

Mr. Beecher.— Do you mean that?” 

Mr. Andrews.—' 1 do.” 

Mr. Beecher.—" And what then?” 


tendom and the world, by higher and better institutions, in 
of maternity, without being delivered over to the tyrannical 
whim or arbitrary control of any one man, who may be a 


brute, or a drunkard, or a consumptive, or in a thousand 


force upon woman the exercise of her responsible duty to the 
race.” 


: This is the merest specimen of the nature of the discussion 
which took place on that remarkable evening in the heart of 
Mr. Beecher’s church and congregation; the interest did not 
flag for an instant, and when we were finally called to our 


senses through some one who thought it time to adjourn, we 
were astounded to find that it was two o’clock in the morn- 
ing. Not a man or a woman had left during these six 
hours of the most concentrated attention. I leave it for you 
and others to judge what may have been the effect of that 
evening’s talk. For myself, I will merely observe that in 
many a sermon which I have listened to from Mr. Beecher, 
from that day to this, I have perceived a strong tinge of 
what seemed tome the same doctrine, somewhat diluted, 
which I listened to that night in its most concentrated form. 


It is my impression that Mr. Andrews had not, at that 
time, announced to the world at large the distinct doctrine 
of free love so undisguisedly as he did not long afterward, 
but that Mr. Beecher detected the doctrine as the logical 
consequence of what he had published under the name of 
“The Science of Society,” and was determined on this oc- 
casion to drag out of him the full expression of his more 
hidden thought. I should think from my recollection that 
it was not more than three or six months after this that the 
celebrated discussion on Love, Marriage and Divorce, by 
Stephen Pearl Andréws, Henry James and Horace Greeley, 
was published first in the columns of the New York Tribune, 
and afterward, I believe, in book form, It was, I think, 
from the similar positions to those which Mr. Beecher that 
evening drew from him as laid down by Mr. Andrews in 
that famous discussion, that ‘‘ free love ” as a distinctive doo- 
trine took its origin; and it seems to me, looking on as an 
outside observer, that it has ever since been diffusing itself 
very broadly among the more intelligent and even among 


the more moral and religious portions of the commu- 


nity, and that it is every day struggling up nearer to the sur- 
face for recognition as being in some manner foundational 
of the social order of the future. At any rate, you may, 


perhaps, perceive from the facts which I have related, some 
reasons why the statements which you have made in respect 
to Mr. Beecher’s belief and mode of life should not have been 


regarded as anything so terrific in Mr. Beecher’s church and 


congregation as they would naturally have been elsewhere 
in the more conservative world; for Mr. Beecher and the 
choice members of his church and congregation were in, so 
to speak, at the birth of the doctrine. 

Simply and honestly I am myself persuaded from all my 
recollections, observations and reasoning on the subject, 


quietly and frankly accepted the consequences and deyel- 
| oped them still further into an unthought, of degree of rad- 


Mr. Andrews.--“‘The replacing of marriage throughout chris- 


which every woman shall be maintained in freedom and 
in the utterly free and untrammeled exercise of her function 


other ways utterly unfitted to assume the direction, and 


that a conviction was wrought and burnt in on the mind of 
Mr. Beecher by the profound analysis and clear statement 
of Mr. Andrews on the evening referred to, even though they 
may never have had any subsequent intercourse on the sub- 
ject, which has greatly influenced and even controlled the 
subsequent teachings and life of our beloved teachbr and pas- 
tor; and for one I have not felt authorized to criticise him. 
He will stand or fall before his own conscience and his God. 

If circumstances arise to make it requisite, I shall be pre- 


pared to authorize you to give my true name to the public 


in testimony of the truth of this recital; but I presume that 
will not be necessary, as there must be at least half a hun- 
dred members of the church or congregation still living who 
were present the evening alluded toin Mr, Beecher’s parlors, 
and. no one, I feel confident, who was present, has ever for- 
gotten it.- In the meantime, I subscribe myself merely 
SENEX. 
A SONG FOR THE TIMES. 
BY JAMES 8, LAIDLAW. 
TUNE— Jinks. 


I’m Henry Ward of the Puritan stock, 

I’m the great religious weathercock, 

And shepherd of a flourishing flock 
Of Christian lambs in Brooklyn, 


I’m a wonderful popular man— 

It’s owing entirely to my p'an 

Of preaching salvation for fallen man 
To my congregation in Brooklyn. 


My method of running the Gospel machine 

Is a modern one as may be seen; 

It does up the business slick and clean; 
You can see how it works in Brooklyn. 


The first and principal thing to be done 
Is to preach with a view to please every one. 
It’s the nicest thing beneath the sun, 

It works like a charm in Brooklyn. 


My religious views are a sort of hash 

Of every conceivable kind of trash, 

Compared with the Bible I know it ‘‘won’t wash;’’ 
But it’s popular over in Brooklyn. 


To the orthodox I preach a hell, 
I throw a sop to the infidel. 
‘Twould puzzle old Nick himself to tell. 
What I mean by my preaching in Brooklyn. 


I visit the ladies to do them good, 

As every generous pastor should; 

Of course, its generally understood. - 
Among the members in Brooklyn. 


I tell them it’s all stuff about sin, 

What they want is plenty of tin; 

To he sure, for à preacher, this sounds “ pretty thin,” 
But it suits the sisters in Brooklyn. 


Success is the principle for you, 

It makes no difference what you do, 

Nor what means you take to carry it through, 
So you come out ahead in Brooklyn, 


Between you and me the fact of. itis, 
In religion like everything else ‘“ biz’ is “biz;” 
It’s palpably plain that’s how it ‘‘riz,”” * 

Over on the heights of Brooklyn, 


I never allow the thing to lull, 

I always have some wire to pull, 

T've practiced so long in pulling the wool 
Over their eyes in Brooklyn. 


I preached abolition for many a year— 

I’m good at shedding the crocodile tear— 

I shed at about ten thousand a years- 
That’s the cheapest I do it in Brooklyn. 


As soon as that began to grow stale, 
I took up the woman suffrage tale; 
O Lord! didn’t I rant and rail 
“Bout woman's wrongs in Brooklyn! 


As soon as this began to disparage 


But I rather think that was a miscarriage 
Upon the whole, in Brooklyn. 


Now comes along this devilish row 
About me, and Tilton, and Bowen, and Oo. ; 
Fact is, I hardly know what to do, 

It’s getting so hot in Brooklyn. 


I think TIl manœuvre something like this: 

PI summon a jury who can’t go amiss, 

Their brotherly kindn ess will quickly dismiss 
All the charges against me in Brooklyn. 


And when they ask, Well! What did you dof 
We'll say we sifted it through and through, 
And the sum of it is the stories ain’t true— 

: “How’s that for high,” in Brooklyn, 


I’m Henry Ward B—, I have 'no fear, 
With twenty thousand, I see my way clear 
To humbug the people another year 

With the help of the deacons {n Brooklyn. 


MORAL. 
All that aman wants in this world of woe, 
Is plenty of money and cheek, “you know ;" 
| And I've got enough to carry me through, 
i . Whatever turns up in Brooklyn, ; 


My preaching, ,incame the Richardson marriage; aos 
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BUSINESS EDITORIALS. 


TO MY OLD PATRONS. 

. Again I offer you my valuable services, if you are so unfor 
tunate as.to require them. I haye taken those splendid par- 
lors at No. 226 Sutter street, where I can always be found by 
those afflicted. With a mind matured and enriched by stud- 
jes of an advanced order, I can safely say that there is hardly 
a disease in the catalogue of human ills that I cannot treat 
toa successful issue. To the Ladies let me say, L am always 
ready to assist you. My past knowledge has been increased 
by extensive experience. Iam nowable to treat you with 
the certainty of success. No case peculiar to your delicate 
organism is beyond my sure control. 

My Female Monthly Medicines are superior to any offered 
heretofore, and will be warranted to have the desired result 
in all cases. 

Those of the public who need my services can depend upon 
gentlemanly, honorable and scientific treatment. 

Persons afflicted can, if they prefer, consult me by letter, 
detailing the symptoms of the DISEASE OR TROUBLE, and 
receive medicines by express with full instructions. All let- 
ters must be directed: J. H. Josspnyn, M. D., 226 Sutter 
street, San Francisco, California. Cure warranted in all 
Cases or no pay required. Consultation, personally or by 
letter, gratis. Send for book. 


TO YOUR TENTS, O, ISRAEL! 


There will be a grand camp-meeting of Spiritualists and 
Liberalists on the banks. of Lake Massabesic, four miles east 
from Manchester, N. H., on the Manchester and Portsmouth 
Railroad, commencing August 6 and continuing twelve days. 

Fare at reduced rates has been secured on all branches of 
the Concord R. R., and all arrangements haye been made to 
make this an enjoyable affair. 

Good speakers have been secured to address the audiences. 
Such amusements as swinging, bathing and fishing have been 
provided. 4 

Board at reduced rates can be secured in Manchester, or 
near the camp ground, for those who wish. A limited num- 
per of tents will be provided for those who apply in season. 
Two large empty ice houses will be opened as boarding and 
lodging houses. 

The platform is free, alike for radicals and conservatives, 
Christians and infidels, spirits and mortals. All are invited, 
and all shall be treated well. The managers will speak or 
furnish good speakers every day. Extra trains will be run 
from Manchester and back for every evening meeting. 

Managers.—Laura Cuppy Smith, Mattie Sawyer, Anthony 
Higgins, Moses Hull. 


WESTERN NEW YORK QUARTERLY CONVENTION. 


The Third Quarterly Mediums’ and Speakers’ ‘Convention 
for 1874 will be he.d at East: Randolph, Catts: Co., Satur- 
day and Sunday, August 1 and 2, commencing at 10 o’clock, 
and holding three sessions each day. Friends in the vicinity 
join with thé committee in extending a cordial invitation to 
all nterested in spiritual development to attend, particularly 
to mediums, speakers and singers. 

East Randolph is on the Atlantic and Gt. Western R. R., 
sixteen miles from Salamanca, the connecting station, on the 
New York & Erie R. R., and sixteen miles from Works- 
turg, where the Dunkirk & Warren R. R. intersects the A. 
& G. W. 

For further particulars, address May Huntington, Hast 
Randolph, N. Y. $ 


e 


MASS MEETING. 


There will be a mass meeting of Spiritualists, Free Re- 

ligionists and Liberalists, held under. the auspices of the 
- First Spiritual Society of ‘Terre Haute, Ind., at the Vigo Co. 
Fair Grounds, on the 27th, 28th, 29th aud 30th of August. 

The ground is pleasantly located, comprising twenty acres. 
of a beautifully shaded grove, within two miles of the city, 
accessible from every direction by good roads, and. from the 
city by railroad, and is bountifully supplied with good water 
and sheds and buildings adapted to the purposes of such a 
meeting. 

Dancing and other attractive and innocent amusements 
will be introduced. : 

Board and lodging furnished at a nominal price on the 
ground, and every effort to interest all attending and to 
render them comfortable will be made. 

il stands for refreshments will be controlled by and in 
the interest of the above society. i 

Extra trains for the accommodation of those passing from 
and to the grounds will be held im reserve Arrangements 
are also being made at this point by which. those attending 
may reach the city at reduced rates; and it is :hereby made 
a special request of the friends that they negotiate with the 
proper authorities at their respective points for reduced rail- 
road fare, and reporf,the result at once to the undersigned, 
notice of which will be given to the public in due time. 

Speakers and mediums are particularly invited, and will 
receive due and proper attention. Such intending to be 
present will confer a favor by notifying the Secretary at 
once that timely notice thereof may be given. A full attend- 
ance and a good time is expected. Let all who can attend 
do so and they will be made welcome. 


By order of the Committee,’ Jamus Hoox, Sec. 


[CrRCcULAR.] 
BUREAU or CURRESPONDENCH 
OF THE PANTARCHY. 

The increasing number of, letters of inquiry, addressed to 
Mr. ANDREWS personally, and to others known to be asso- 
ciated with him, in respect to the nature, purposes, progress 
and prospects of the Pantarchy, suggest the propriety of 
organizing a branch or bureau of its operations for the ex- 
press purpose of answering such and similar inquiries, ag 
wellas for.the relief of the parties so addressed, whose time 
has, heretofore, been gratuitously glven..to, the writing of 
geplics, 


There are two other kinds of letters ‘sent in a steady cur- 
rent for many years to the same quarter. The first are letters 
of inquiry touching social difficulties, and asking for advice 
or consolation, in the thousand trying conditions in which 
married and unmarried persons, men and women, find 
themselvesinvolved. The others are letters asking specific 
information, on matters_of reform, spiritualism, unitary life, 
the new language, and the like; and even on a variety of 
topics, concerning “science, business, and miscellaneous sub- 
jects. 

To serve this great want; to organize and economize labor; 
and to extend this method of giving information into a sys- 


tematized irstitution for the use of the whole community’ 
this Bureau. formed. The aggregate of small fees, will, it 


is hoped, urnish a means of support to one or seversi of the 
wisest and best of the men or women most versed in the 
social reform, and in universological science, and prove of 
great use to many an aching heart and to many an inquiring 
mind. THE BUREAU OF CORRESPONDENCE will undertake to 
answer ANY QUESTION (admitting of an answer) wpon ANY 
SUBJECT, and in case its efforts are appreciated will take the 
necessary steps to enlarge its connections and means of in- 
formation to that end. Inthe meantime, if the question is 
of a kind which the Bureau is unable to answer, the fee will 
be. returned. 

The fees charged are as follows: For a reply on postal card 
to a single inquiry, 10 cents; for a letter of advice, informa- 


tion (more at large), or sympathy and consolaticn, 25 cents. 
In the latter case, the letter of inquiry must contain a stamp, 
for the answer. No increase of charge on account of the diffi- 
culty of obtaining the information, except in special in- 
stances, which will be arranged by correspondence. News- 
papers inserting this circular, can avail themselves of the aid 
of the Bureau without charge. 
STEPHEN PEARL ANDREWS. 


THEODORA FREEMAN SPENCER, 
Joun G. Roprnson, M. D., 
ASRNATH C. McDONALD, 
Davip HOYLE, 

Address Mrs. A. C. McDonald, Sec. B. C. P., 75 W. 54th 


St., New York. 


| BOARD OF MANAGERS. 


C. W. STEWART, the uncompromising young Radical, is re- 
engaged at Terre Haute, Indiana, for the next three months 
and will answer calls to lecture on week evenings during 
that time to all parties who uphold free speech, and have the 
welfare of humanity at heart here and now. No others need 


apply. 


The legal rate of postage on the WEEKLY, addressed to 
regular subscribers, is twenty cents per annum, or five. cents 
sper quarter, payable in advance. Subscribers. who receive 
their copies by letter-carriers will please hand the annual or 
quarterly postage to carriers, taking their receipts. If any 
higher rates arə uemunded, report the facts to the local 
Postmaster. The postage ou copies directed to subscribers 
in New York city has been prepaid by the publishers. 


NELLIE L. Davis will lecture in New York during 
August; in Bay City during September;, in San Jose, 
California, during November; in San Francisco during 
December. Permanent address, 235. Washington street, 
Salem, Mass. 


Dr. Slade, the eminent Test Medium, may be found at, his 
office, No. 25 East Twenty-first street near Broadway 


FREE DRESS, CONVENTION, 


The American Free Dress League will hold its first annual 
convention in: Painesville, Ohio, on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, September 2and:3, 1874. 

In this age of radical thought and rapid progress, no sub- 
ject appeals to the understanding of the serious or the beney- 
olence of the philanthropic with more earnestness or deeper 
pathos than the insane extravagance and ‘suicidal folly of 
woman’s dress. 

We mourn over the barbarisms of war, and lament the 


wretchedness, degradation and ruin caused by intemperance, 
yet it is an open question whether the sword and alcohol 


combined are as fatal causes of that waste of physical and 
mental vigor whereby the masses go to untimely and dis- 
honored graves, as are the absurd and wicked styles of dress 
for woman. 


In view of these appalling facts we appeal to all lovers of 
their kind to meet us in convention for a radical and fearless 
consideration of. one of the most, vital questions affecting the 
welfare of this or any age. 

The platform will be open to the’broadest consideration of 
the principles of dress reform, aud of the best styles of dress 
for all. Come, let us reason together. 

Presidents—D. M. Allen; S. L. O. Allen. 
> Secretaries—O. F. Shepard; B. R. Tucker. 

Corresponding Secretary—M. E. Tillotson. 

Will papers friendly to the cause please copy. 


JOSEPH Joun’s GREAT WORKS OF ART, engraved cn steel, 
“fhe Orphan’s Rescue,” price $3; “The Dawning Light,” 
with map of Hydesville; $2; ‘Life’s Morning and Evening,” 
$3, or the three pictures to one address, $7; are mailed to any 
part of the United States, postage free. Warranted safely 
through and satisfaction guaranteed on receipt of prices 
above specified in post office order or registered letter at 
risk. Club rates given on application: Address Ri H. 
Curran & Co., Publisher, 28 School'street; Boston; Mass. 


Hall,” corner, of .Berkly and Appleton streets, where they 
give lectures. every Sunday afternoon and. evening. 
: Jonn Harpy, Cor. Secretary. 


IN consequence of. bad health, D. W. Hull is compelled to 
give up his room for the treatment of patients in Chicago. 
He will again take the lecture-field, and is ready to answer 


ington street, Chicago, IN, 


The Firat Primary Council of: Boston. of the U. A. of} 
Spiritualists, have leased the new.'‘Parker Fraternity (lower), 


Correspondence is solicted on “The Corporal Punishment 
of Girls in Select Schools and the Family.” The book ‘to be 
published the coming fall. 3 

All interested address, J. H. Hwy. 


Box 105 South Boston, Mass. 


Dr. L.K. COONLEY has removed from Vineland to Newark, 
N.J: Office and residence No. 51 Academy street, where 
he will treat the sick daily and receive applications to lec- 
ture Sundays in New Jersey, New York or eisewhere in 
the vicinity. L. K. CoonLEY. 


Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, the renowned Healer, is now healing 
with surprising success through the agency of his Magnetized 
Powders. The afflicted should send $1 to the Doctor at Vine- 
land, N. J., for a box of these simple but efficacious remedies. 


WANTED by a Middle-aged Man, a Single Medium not over 
35, as a companion. For particulars address Mr, WILLIAMS, 
Washington, D. C., Post Office. 


LAURA Cuppy SmirH’s engagements are as follows: 
August, Manchester, New Hampshire and vicinity; Septem- 
ber, January and March, Boston; October, New Bedford, 
Mass.; February, Salem, Mass. Societies desiring to engage 
her for the intervening months would do well to apply at 
once. Address, till further notice, 27 Milford street, Boston, 
Mass. 


ADDIE L. BALLOU 


Having had quite an extended tour through California, 
where she has been greeted by large and enthusiastic audi- 
ences, has gone to Oregon for a term of some weeks, after 
which she will return to the States, about the Ist of Septem- 
ber. Parties along the route wishing to make engagements 
with her to stop off for one or more lectures on her return 
will please make as early application as possible, to secure 
time. ‘Till 1st September, care Box 666, San Francisco; later 
and for winter engagements, to Terre Haute, Ind. 


fee Send Austin Kent one dollar for his book and pam- 
phlets on Free Love and Marriage. He has been sixteen 
years physically helpless, confined to his bed and chair, is 
poor and needs the money. You may be even more bene- 
fited by reading one of the boldest, deepest, strongest, clear- 
est and most logical writers. You are hardly well posted on 
this subject till you have read Mr. Kent. You who are able 
add another dollar or more as charity. His address, 

Austin KENT, Stockholm, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y., Box 44. 

P. 8.—i will now mail “ Free Love,” in paper cover, ** Mrs. 
Wo anull and Social Freedom,” and “True and False Love”’ 
_or'Sets. I will add two more of the ‘‘ Woodhull” and “ So- 
cial Freedom” Pamphlets for $1.00, or I will mail ten of the 
pamphlets for $1,00. In buying these you greatly aid a phy- 
sically helpless man. AUSTIN KENT. 


E. M. Flagg; dentist, 79 West Eleventh street, New York 
city. Speeialty, artificial dentures. 


SARAH E. SOMERBY, Trance Medium and Magnetic Healer, 
23 Irving Place, N. Y. 


R. W: Hume, Associate Editor of WooDHULL & CLAFLIN’S 
WEEKLY, is prepared to deliver lectures on Radical Spiritu- 
alism, and on all the reforms of which it is the base. For 
further particulars, list of lectures, etc., address box 3,791 
New York City. 


PROSPECTUS. 


WooDHULL & CLAFLIN’S WEEKLY. 
(Lhe only paper in the. World conducted, absolutely, upon the 
Principles of a Free Press.) 


It advooates.a new government in which the people will be 
their own legislators, and the officials the executors of their 
will. 

It advocates, as parts of the new government— 

1. A new political system in which all persons of adult 
age will participate. 

2. A new land system in which every individual will be en- 
titled to the free use of a proper proportion of the land. 


3. A new industrial system, in which each individual will 
remain possessed of all his or her productions. 

4, A new commercial system in which “cost,” instead of 
“demand and supply,” will determine the price of every- 
thing and abolish the system of profit-making. 

5. A new financial system, in which the government will 
pe the source, custodian and transmitter of money, and 
in which usury will have no place. 

6. A new sexual system, in which mutual consent, entirely 
free from money or any inducement other than love, shall be 
the governing law, individuals being left to make their own 
regulations; and in which society, when the individual shall 
fail, shall be responsible for the proper rearing of children. 

7. A new educational system, in which all children born shall 
have the same advantages of physical, industrial, mental 
and moral culture, and thus be equally prepared at maturity 
to enter upon active, responsible and useful lives. 

All of which will constitute the various parts of a new so- 
cial order, in which all the human rights of the individual 
will be associated to form the harmonious organization of the 
peoples into the grand human family, of which every person 
in the world will be a member. 

Criticism and objections specially invited. 

The WEEKLY is issued every Saturday. 

„Subscription price, $3 per year; $1.50 six months; or 10c. 
single copy, to be had of any Newsdealer in the world, who 
can order it from the following General Agents: 

The American News Co., New York City; 

The New York News Co., New: York City; 

The National News Co., New York City; 

The New England News Co., Boston, Mass.; 

The Central News Co., Philadelphia, Pa. ; 

The Western News Co., Chicago, Ill. 

Sample copies, mailed on application, free. 

VICTORIA. C. WoopHULL AND TEnNIH C. CLAFLIN, Ed- 
itors and Proprietors. 5 

Cor. J. B. BLOOD, Managing Bditor. 

All communications should be addressed 


gelis to any part of the country, Address 128 West Wash- 


WooDHULL. & OLAFLIN’s WEEKLY, | 
Box 3,79, New York Clty: 
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MAGNETIC HEALING INSTITUTE 


314 EAST NINTH STREET, 
NEW YORK CITY. 


This Institute, organized upon the combined principles of 
| - » GhATR VOY ANCE, n 
A MAGNETISM and 
-= | MEDICINE, 


Makes a specialty of all those diseases, which, by the Medical Faculty, are usually considered incurable. Among these may be mentioned 


PARALYSIS, 
j SCROFULA, 
RHEUMATISM, 
DÝSPEPSIA, 
EPILEPSY, 
CHOREA, 
NEURALGIA, 
CHRONIC DIARRHŒA, 
Diseases of the Liver, Spleen and Kidneys, and especially 
BRIGHT’S DISEASE, 
° AND 
w All Diseases Peculiar to Women. 


In this last class of complaints some of the most extraordinary discoveries have recently been made, which surmount the difficulties that have heretofore 
. Stood in the way of their cure. That terrible foe to human life, 


CANCER, | 


Is also conquered by a very simple, but recently-discovered remedy, 
ing parts and to slough off, leaving behind only a healing sore. 


The peculiar advantage which the practice at this Institution possesses over all others is, that in addition to all the scientific, knowledge of Medical 
Therapeutics and Remedial Agents, which the Faculty have, it also has the unerring means of diagnosing diseases through \ 


Pe CLAIRVOYANOE, | 


which by chemical action upon the diseased fungus causes it to separate from the surround- 


i As well as the scientific administration of ANIMAL AND SPIRITUAL MAGNETISM in all their various forms, 
: The Best Clairvoyants and Magnetic- Operators are Always Employed. 
f This combination of remedial means can safely be relied upon to cure every disease that has not already destroyed some vital internal organ. No mat- 
| m ter how often the patient affected in chronic form may have failed in obtaining relief, he should not despair, but seek it from this, the only Institution where 
all the various methods of cure can be combined. 


: y In addition to the cure of disease, Clairvoyant consultations upon all kinds of business and upon all forms of social affairs can also be obtained. 
@ The very best of reference given to all who desire it, both as to disease and consultations. 
Reception hours from 9.4. M. to 9 P. M. 


Tovalids who cannot visit the Institute in person can apply by letter. Medicine sent to all parts of the world. 


i All letters should be addressed, MAGNETIC HEALING INSTITUTE, 
Sia EAST NINTH ST., NEW YORK. 
Testimonials. 


Inflammation of the Kidneys, Stomach and Bowels T had become so weak that I could scarcely walk a block, A friend ad- 


Cured. vised me to go to the Magnetic Healing Institute, and see what could be 
, done for me there. I went, and after ‘being examined was told I could 
s ; TN b feri Petes ie ae ae oe be cured only by the strictest Magnetic treatment. The first Operation 
For several years I have been suffering from an acute disease (inflam- affected me strangely, sending piercing pains through my back and kid- | 
mation of the kidneys and upper part of the stomach and bowels), for neys; but I began to improve at once, and now, after one month’s ae | 
which I had been treated by several of the most eminent and successful ment, I have rettirned to my employment and can walk several miles 
physicians in the vicinity of New York, but: without success. “My disease without fatigue. I ean be seen at 101 Clinton avenue Brooklyn, or-at 
seemed to have assumed a chronic form, and I had almost despaired of 28 South street, New York. TEPRO 
ever being cured. Hearing of their success in the treatment of all chronic BND ea whe : i AE : 
diseases, I. determined to try their skill, and I am now thankful that I poem Dosa 
à did, as after the very first operation I commenced to improve, and now, 
| after a few weeks, I am well, or nearly so. : 
i Hoping that this may induce others who need their services to-test Inflammation of the Face and Eyes Cured. 


their skill, I cheerfully give this testimony in their favor, and hope that : ; 
they may be the means of restoring hundreds of those suffering I did ip aw Yorn Orry, June 21, 1869, 
to health and strength, i Jonn A. VANZANT. I had been afflicted for several years by a serious inflammation of the 
Spring Valley, N. Y. fase, involving the eyes, which were so bad that at times I could not see at | 
j) all. One eye I thought entirely destroyed. I tried various remedies.and | 
the most eminent physicians; but could not even get relief, for the most 
excruciating pain accompanied it. As a last résort I applied at the Mag- 
` netic Healing Institute. They explained my disease and-said it could be 


Brights Disease of the Kidneys Cured. “removed. Though thoroughly skeptical, I placed myself under treat- 
peatas ! ment, and, strange asit may seem, am now, after six weeks’ treatment, 
New Yors Curry, Nov.-8, 1869. entirely cured; the eye I thought destroyed, is also restored. I consider \ 
Eight years ago I was taken with bleeding from the kidne 8, Which my case demonstrates that the mode of treating diseases practiced at the 
pa hag continued at intervals ever since, All the best physicians did me no Tustitute is superior to all others, as I had tried them all without benefit, 
good, and finally gave me up as an incurable case of Bright’s Disease of - ATEN OE 


> Joun Fox, 
the Kidneys. My friends had all lost hope, and I had ‘algo given up, as _ No. 3 Clinton avenue, near Fletcher street, Brooklyn, Pt) 


h 


The recent test of Fire-Proof Safes 
by the English Government proved 
the superiority of Alum Filling. No 
ether Safes filled with 


Alum and Plaster-of-Paris. 


MARVIN & CO. 
265 Broadway, N. Y., i 
721 Chestnut St., Phila: 


$20 The Beckwith $20 


Portable Family Sewing Machine, 
ON THIRTY DAYS’ TRIAL. 


WITH STRENGTH AND CAPACITY EQUAL TO ANY, RE- 
GARDLE8S OF COST. 

The Cloth-plate is the size used by a $100 Machine 
is of Polished Plated Steel, Attachments of propor- 
tionate size and quality, while the entire mac has 
zorresponding finish throughout. Braider, Embroid- 
erer, Guide, Hemmer, Gatherer, four sizes of Needles, 
etc., are given with every Machine. 


NO TOILSOME TREAD OF THE TREADLE. 
Ewery Machine carefully Tested and fully Warranted. 
BECKWITH SEWING MACHINE CO., 
862 Broadway, N. Y., near 17th st. and Union Sq. 142 


MISS LIZZIE L. CROSBY, 
BUSINESS CLAIRVOYAN1 


AND 
SPIRIT MEDIUM. 


Magnetic Treatment. 


No. 316 FOURTH AVENUE, 


Between 23d and 24th streets, 
NEW YORK. 
Hours: 10a. m. to 8 p.m. Terms: $2.00 to $3.00. 


MADAME CLIFFORD, 


(LATE OF 24 MYRTLE AV.), 
THE GREATEST LIVING 


Medical & Business Clairvoyant, 


HAS REMOVED TO 
222 STATE ST., near COURT, 
Brooklyn. 
Examines diseases personally and by hair, and is 
consulted on all affairs of life and business generally. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


O fice hours from 9 a. m. till 6P. m. Life Charts writ- 
ten out fully. 


“Silver Tongue” 
ORGANS, 


MANJYFACTURED BY 


E. P. Needham & Son, 


148, 145 & 147 EAST 23d ST., N. Y. 
ESTABLISHED IN 1846. 


Responsible parties applying for agencies in sec- 
tions still unsupplied will receive prompt attention 
and liberal inducements. Parties residing at a dis- 
ance from our authorised agents may order from our 
actory. 

SEND FOR TRATED PRICE 


PSYCHOMETRY. 


Psychometric ean iOgs for persons who send me 
their handwriting, or who will call on me in person. 


Fee, $2. Address, 1,114 Callowhill street, : Phila- 
delphia, Pa., by J. MURRAY SPEAR. 


Dr. E. WOODRUFF, 
Botanic Physician. 


OFFICE AT HIS 


ROOT, BARK AND HERB STORE, 


88 CANAL ST., UP STAIRS, GRAND 
RAPIDS, Mich., 


Where for thirteen years every description of Acute, 
Chronic aid rrivate Diseases have been successfully 
treated surictly on Botanic principles. 


NO POISON USED 
P.O Drawer (2391. Counsel at office Free 


t 
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Music has Charms ! 
PRICE REDUCED. 


The Best in the World. 


WILL LAST A LIFETIME! 


35,000, 


OF THE CELEBRATED 


HONINGER ORGAN 


in Daily Use. 


The best musical talent of the country recommend 
these Organs. The nicest and best. More for your 
money, and give better satisfaction than any other 
now made ‘They comprise the 


Eureka, 
Concertino, 
Orchestra 
and Grands. 


Tilustrated Catalogues sent_by mail, post-paid, to 
any address, upon application to 


B. SHONINCER & Co., 


142 New Haven, Conn. 


Life’s Morning & Evening. 


AN ART POEM, IN ALLEGORY. 


“ Flowers are the Alphabet of Angels, wherewith they 
write great truths on hill and plain.” 


From the Original Painting by JOSEPH JOHN. 
Engraved on Steel by J. A. J. WILCOX. 


A River symbolizing the life of man, winds through 
a landscape of hill and plain, bearing on its current 
the time-worn bark of an aged pilgrim. An angel 
accompanies the boat, one hand resting on the helm, 
while with the other she points towards the open sea 
—an emblem of eternity—reminding ‘Life’s Morn- 
ing ” to live good and pure lives, so ‘* That when their 
barks shall float at eyentide,” they may be like 
“Life's Evening,” fitted for the ‘crown of immortal 
worth, 

A band of angels are scattering flowers, typical of 
God’s inspired teachings. One holds in his hand a 
crown of light. A little flower-wreathed seraph drops 
roses and buds which in their descent assume the 
form of letters and words that whisper to-the youth- 
ful pilgrims on the shore, “Be Kind.” Near the 
water’s edge, mingling with the sunlit grass, in flower 
letters we read, ‘‘God is love.” Just beyond sits a 
humble waif, her face radiant with innocence and 
love, as she lifts the first letter of ‘‘ Charity”—-“ Faith” 
and “‘ Hope,” being already garnered in the basket 
by her side. Over the rising ground we read, “ Lives 
of Great Men,” and ‘* Longfellow’s poem, “A Psalm 
of Life,” lifts the veil, and we read beyond the limits 
of the picture—‘‘all remind ua we can make our lives 
sublime. Fusther on to the left, “So live,” ad- 
monishes us that we should thoughtfully consider the 
closing lines of Bryant’s Thanatopsis. ‘‘ Thy will be 
done’’ has fallen upon the bow of the boat, and is 
the voyager’s bright uttering of faith. Trailing in 
the water from the side of the boat, is the song oF the 
heavenly messengers: * Gently we'll waift him o'er.” 

The boy, playing with his toy boat, and his sister 
standing near, view with astonishment the passing 
scenes. 

This picture, embodying such exalted sentiment, 
combined with the beautiful in nature--of water, 
plain, hill and mountain scenery—the rich and mellow 
tints of the setting sun—the distant clouds, the pass: 
ing shower, and the ‘‘bow of promise, the impres- 
sive lessons of the flowers—their quiet ministration 
not injuring the general effect—the angels in their 
ethereal garments, floating without wings as grace- 
fully as summier’s fleecy clouds—the air of harmony. 
and purity pervading the whole composition, im- 
presses the beholder with its being truly a remarkable 
production--refining and ennobling in its influences. 

It should occupy a favored place in every home and 
schocl where children receive instruction. 


DEDICATION. 


The Publishers dedicate this Art Teacher to the 
little children and youth of the whole world, trusting 
that it will incite many to higher resolves and aspira- 
tions, as they wisely treasure and. practice from its 
all-important Lessons of Life. 


The Engraving is in line and stipple, and of a degree 
of excellence that renders it worthy of a place in any 
public or private gallery. 

RETAIL Pricx, $3. 
R. H. CURRAN & CO., Publishers, 


28 SCHOOL STREET, Boston. 


OUR AGE. 


A Weekly Journal, devoted to the Interests of 
Spiritualism in the broad sense of that term—does 
not admit that there are Side Issues. 


Can there be sides to a perfeet circle or a perfect 
sphere? A Religion which will meet the -wants of 
Humanity must be both. 


Free Press, Free Speech, (> and has no love to 
sell. 


Terms of Subscription, $2.50 per year. 
PUBLISHED BY 


LOIS WAISBROOKER, 


EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR, 
Office GS Cherry Street, 


- Battle Creek, Mich, 


H. L. KEMPER, 


DEALER. IN 
Books, Stationery, Periodicals, Etc. 


Keeps Woodhull & Claflin’s Weekly and all Libera 
and Reform Books and Papers. 


No. 620 North Fifth St., 
ST LOUIS, MO. 


HISTORIC ART. 


THE DAWNING LIGHT. 


This beautiful and impressive picture representing 
the ‘‘ Birthplace of Modern Spiritualism,” in Hydes 
ville, N, Y., was carefully and corréctly drawn and 
painted by our eminent American artist, Joseph John. 

Angelic messengers descending through- rifted 
clouds, bathed in floods of celestial light, are most 
successfully linked and blended with this ‘noted 
house 2nd its surroundings, of road, yard, the well 
and its oaken bucket, shade trees, orchard, the black- 
smith shop with its blazing forge, and the Hyde 
mansion resting against the hill in the distance. 
Twilight pervades the foreground in mystic grades, 
typical of spiritual conditions in the eventful days of 
1848. 


A light for the wandering pilgrim shines from the: 

windows of that room where +piritual telegraphy 
began to electrify the world with its “glad tidings of 
great joy.” 
Luminous floods of morning light stream up from 
the cloud-mantled horizon, illuminating the floating 
clouds in gorgeous tints, and then falling over the 
angel band and the dark clouds beyond. 


RETAIL PRICES. 


The Steel Plate Engraving 

Proof Impresrions from first thousand........... 

Photographs, Large Cabinet Size, for Framing, 
10x12 inches 


A Large Circular containing a map of Hydesville, 
and diagram of that humble temple is furnished free 
with each Engraving and Photograph. 

Cash in amounts of two dollars and under can be 
mailed in the ordinary way, and over that in Regis- 
tered Letter, Post Office Order, Draft. or Exprees—all 
at our risk. All pictures at retail sent postage free; 
and warranted safely through. 

Our Engraviuvs are not ‘cheap’ in quality, hence 
not “Jow ™” in price. 

None of -our other works of art will be Photo- 
graphed. 


R. H. CURRAN & CO., Publishers, 
28 SCHOOL STREET, BOSTON, MASS, 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Copyright forbids others from copying our works. 


DR. J. C. PHILLIPS, 


Clairvoyant and Magnetic Healer, 
OMRO, Wis. — 


Disease diagnosed at a glance by Lock of Hair, by 
letter stating age, sex and residence. 


GUARANTEES SATISFACTION. 


Examination and Prescription, $2.00. 


Dr. Phillips is faitnfal, teastworthy and successful. 
—0. Barrett. 

Dr. Phillips, Beem Physician, is meeting with 
good success.—Z. V. Wilson. 


The Best of All! 


Spirit Communion, Business and 
Tests. 


MRS. E. SMITH, 


Medical and Business Clairvoyant, Trance 
Speaker, Psychometrist and Spirit Medium, 


277 MULBERRY ST., NEWARK, N. J., 


Gives advice by letter in answer to questions on all 
the affairs of life, together with Spirit Communion 
and Tests. 


Terms for Open Letters.. 
tr Sealed Letters... 


Spirit Prescriptions, 25 cents each, with stamp. 

Medical Examinations and Business Consultations 
daily. Terms, $1. 

Public Circles every Sunday, Monday, Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday evenings, 

Author of “‘Clairvoyance made Easy.” Second edi- 
tion now ready. By mail, 50 cents. 

Mrs. E. Smith has been permanently located and en- 
gaged in the successful practice of her. profession in 
Newark for upward of twenty years, and respectfully 
refers to the prominent Spiritualists of New Jersey 
and New York city, and the many patrons who have 
received the benefit of her experience, 

YOUR PATRONAGE IS RESPECTFULLY SOLICITED. 

Address as above. 


THE “ LADIES GARMENT Sus- 
PENDER” is a simple, ingenious, 
admirable contrivance for supporting 
women’s garments over their shoul- 
ders. I hope thousands of our Ameri- 
can women who are being dra; ged 

b into the grave by their heavy skirts 
A may be induced to hft, with this de- 
vice, wie Taling weighs from their 
weary bodies and carry it on the 
Pat, Aug. 19,1878. shoulders, the only point Of the human 
body on which a load can be comfortably and safely 
carried. Dio Lewis. 


Sample, by mail, 50 Cents and Stamp. 
Best of Terms to Canvassers. 


JOHN D, HASKELL, 60.STATE STREET, | 


~ <-* Cutoago,; Inn, ~ 


Aug. 8, 1874. 


HARTH CLOSETS. 


The Great Blessing of the Age. 


Comfort to the Sick and 
Feeble. 


THE WAKEFIELD 


Is one of the latest inventions, and has many advan- 
tages cver all others. The simple act of closing the, 
lid brings the earth forward and drops it directly in 
the centre of the pail, thus insuring the absolute cer- 
tainty of covering all the excrements. This is of vital 
importance. It also has a dust or odor slide, a child's 
seat, and an extra large reservoir for dry earth or 


ashes. 
THE MACIC 


CLOSED. 
Is simple in construction, automatic in action, and 
being entirely inodorous, may be used in any room in 
the house without offense. When not in use it is a 
handsome piece of furniture with nothing about it to 
indicate its purpose. - 


THE WATROUS. 
(With Arms.) 
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CLOSED. 


A CHILD CAN MANAGE IT. 


IT WILL LAST A LIFETIME. 
LATEST AND SIMPLEST IMPROVEMENTS. 


DRY EARTH FURNISFED FREE ON REASONABLE CON- 
DITIONS. 


WAKEFIELD, from $25 to $40. 
PRICES. ‘MAGIC, fiom $16 to $30. 
WATROUS, $18 to $33. 


DESCRIPTIVE PAMPHLETS FREE. 


The Wakefield Earth Closet Co., 
i 86 DEY ST., NEW YORK. 


THE 


EARLVILLE TRANSCRIPT, 


PUBLISHED EVERY 
THURSDAY MORNING, at EARLVILLE, ILL, 


A. J. GROVER, Editor and Proprietor. 


CONTRIBUTORS: 
Mrs. ELIZABETH CADY STANTON. 
Epwarp M. Davis. 
MATILDA JOSLYN GAGE. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION: 
One Year, in advance 
Six Months, 


THE GRANDEST AND MOST ASTOUNDING 
BOOK OF THE CENTURY! 


AFFECTIONAL ALCHEMY. 


Magnificent Discoveries Concerning 


SEX, WOMEN. AND WILL. 


THE HISTORY OF LOVE; 


Its Wondrous Magic, Chemistry, Rules, Laws, Modes 
Moods and Rationale; 


j BEING THE 
THIRD REVELATION OF SOUL AND SEX; 
ALSO, 
“WHY IS MAN IMMORTAL?” 
The Solution of the Darwin Problem. 
An Entirely New Theory. 


It contains many of the most astounding disclosures 
concerning Woman’s Power and the Grand Passion 
ever made. Nearly the whole ist edition swept off 
before a copy left the press. The most splendid liter- 
ary success of the age! The demand has but begun, 
and 100,000 copies sure to be soldin six months! Says 
a celebrated critic and book reviewer (Cornell's Maga- 
zine): ‘“ The master mind has arrived and has utilized 
the garnered thought of ages and improved upon it. 
A great. work has been achieved. It leads the world’s 
van in its peculiar and magnificent line. The sublime’ 


mystery is a mystery no longer.” 

y Subscription. Send stamp for Table of Contents 
and Terms to KATH CORSON & CO., VANOE Sr., 
Toledo, Ohio, : CERI S NN, 


